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He that loveth father or mother more thay 
me, is not worthy of me; and he that 
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: OB — 
CHRIST 
Lamenting Their 


SIN and MISERY. * 


Hat Glorious Perſon, who is both Loyd * 
and Jeſus, and Chriſt, hath ſuffered, 
and done, and promiſed, ſuch things that 
might gain the love of Sinners to himſelf; 
and by theſe doth Plead with them, to ſer 
A 3 their 
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their Aﬀ4eQtions upon him. Tn oppoſition to 
him, the World, and Sin, ſtand in compe- 
tition with him, for the love of man's Heart. 
Chriſt calls, S;mner, Love me. Sin and 
World, cry aloud, Place thy loveon us, The 
Spirit, Word, Miniſters, Mercies, and a 
Well-informed awaken'd Conſcience, preſs 
hard for the Love of Man to Chriſt : The 
Devil, and the Fleſh, follicit for the Heart 
of Man, for Sin and World. Love man 
hath, and oxe of theſe he w:{ Love ; both he 
cannot, at the ſame time, with a predomi- 
nant Love, for either he will hate the one, and 
love the other, or elſe he will hold to the one, 
and deſpiſe the other. Te cannot [Love and] 
(erve God and Mammon, Mart. 6. 24. Predo- 
minant Love to the one, is inconſiſtent with 
{uch Love unto the other. x1 Joh. 2. 15. 
Love not the world, neither the thinss that 
are in the world. If any man love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him. 


This conſidered, what Thinking man can 
forbear to grieve, abftain from floods of 
Tears, and bitter Lamentation, when he 
ſeeth that the Love of Man, ſuch a Noble 
Aﬀection 1n it ſelf, is fet ſo much on Sin, 
that is fo bad1a it ſelf, and unto its LO 
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and upon the World, that proves a vexation 
to thoſe that are ſo fond of it, who Love 
and vex, who vex at it, and yet ſtill conti- 
nue and encreaſe their Love unto ir, and 
their vexation by it, doth not abate their 
inordinate Aﬀection to it ; while Chriſt, 
that is the primary, principal, and moſt de- 
lightful Obje& of Love, is ſlighted by 1o 
many, even by the moſt ? Blind Sinners ! 
Do ye thus love Sin ſo vile, and the World 
ſo contemptible, and not Chrib, that is alto- 
gether lovely and deſirable ? What perverle- 
neſs is this, that Chriſt, that is beſt in him- 
ſelf, and beſt for them, ſhould be refuſed, 
and Sin, that 1s worlt in it ſelf. and worſt to 
them, ſhould be embraced ? What folly and 
madneſs is this, that Chriſt ſhould be kept: 
out, ſtanding at the Door, when Sin and 
World are admitted in, and Lodged, and 
kindly Entertained in the chiefeſt Room of 
their Hearts? Curſed doings ! When Sin 
ſhould have no Love, ſhall it have all ? 
When Chriſt ſhould have all, ſhall he have 
none ? When the whole World, like that 
part, [the Earth] ſhould be as your Foot- 
itool, ſhall it, or any thing in it, be ſet up 
ia your Hearts, as in its Throne ? How is it 
that ye are ſo much miſtaken, as tothinl 
A 4 ye 
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ye ſec Beauty in Deformity, and Deformity 
10 Beauty it felt £ Why is odious Sin ſo love- 
ly, and a precious Chriſt ſo unlovely in your 
Eyes! Have ye conſidered what Sin is, and 
what Chriſt is, that ye have greater Love ta 
that Work of the Devil, than ye have to 
Gods own Son ? And this, when Sin is fo 
bad and vile, that as Sin, it cannot be loved 
by the worſt of men, till it be firſt diſgui- 
fed, and dreſſed up with the appearance of 
Good ; and Chriſt ſo good, that as Chriſt, 
he is to be loved moſt of all? When called, 
invited, and charged, in the Name of God, 
by the Miniſters of Chriſt, ſhewing you 
God's Call, Invitation and Charge, ro love 
this lovely Jeſus, why do ye retort, and ſay, 
What is your Beloved above another Belo- 
ved, {O ye Teachers of Chriſt ?) VVhat is 
your Beloved more than another Beloved, 
char ye fo charge us? How long will ye ſay, 
He hath no form or comclineſs ? VVe ſee no 
Beauty in him that we {hould deſire him ? 
How long ſhall Chriſt complain of you, 
that ye hate both him and his Father ? And 
is not this compiaint more grievous, when 
ve hate him without a cauſe, and do not 
love him when there is ſo much cauſe and 
reaton why you ihould ? VVhat hath = 
| an 


: — 


Non? overs of Or. _ 


and VVorld done for you, and what did 
ever Chriſt do againſt you, that ye love 
your foreſt Enemies, and hate him that 
would be your ſureft Friend ? Hath Sin af- 
forded you Pleaſures? But how long will 
they laſt ? And what will ye do whea the 
Pleaſures of Sin are paſt and fled away, 
and the Pains and Puniſhment for Sin are 
come, and ſhall never, never, paſs away? 
Hath the VVorld allowed you its Profits ? 
But whoſe ſhall 'theſe be, when ye are 
Dead, and Lodged in the Duſt-? VVhar 
profit is there in all your Profits, if ye 
gain them, and loſe your Souls? Will 
not your . Gain be your Everlaſting Loſs ? 
Is Chriſt the Admiration of Angels, and 
is he your Derifion £ Do they Adore 
him, and do ye thus Deſpiſe im ? Do 
Holy Saved-Souls above, delight and joy 
in their Love to him, and in his to them, 
and do ye turn away your Love, and 
Alienate your Hearts from him, and Love 
Sin, and Rejoyce in that your Love? Do 
Holy Souls beneath, in this Imperfect 


- . State, cry out, Whom have we in Hea- 


ven but Chriſt, or what 1s there on Earth 
that we deſire, like, or love, in compa- 
riſon of him? and do ye preter your Luſt, 
and 
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and Flethly Pleaſures, and Worldly Pro- 
fits, before him ? Have ye done fo, and 
will ye ſtill ? Are ye ſo refolved ? Are 
your Hearts ſo hardened? Your Minds ſo 


blinded? And ſfo enſlaved to Sin and Sa-. 


tan ? Alas for you ! Were ye Born with- 
out love to Chriſt ? And have ye lived ſo 
long without love to him ? And will ye 
Dye at laſt withour love to him ? Where 
are the Mourners, that they may with 
flowing Tears bewail your Sin and Miſe- 
Ty ? Why your Sin? Becauſe ye love not 
Chriſt. Why your Miſery ? Becauſe you 
mult be ANATHEMA when MA- 
RANATHA ; be Accurſed when the 
Lord {hall come. Alas for you, that are 
Ignorant of Chriſt ; for can ye love whom 
ye do not know ? Alas for you, whoſe 
Hearts are full of love to a vain, de- 
luding VVorld, and empty of incere 
Love to Chrift, for ye muſt all be A NA- 
THEMA when MARANATHA; 
Accurſed when the Lord ſhall come. 
Let Angels bluſh : Let the Heavens be 
aſhamed : Let good men weep : Ler the 
Earth mourn: Ler all the Creation of 
God ſigh, and ſob, and groan, that the 
Son of Gol ts not beloved by fo many - 
the 


the Sons of Men! O my Soul ! where is 
thy love to theſe Souls empty' of Saving- 
love unto thy Lord ? Where is thy ſor- 
row for want of their Love ? Where are 
thy Bowels of compaſſion, to them that 
have no pity to themſelves, in that they 
will have no love to Chriſt ? Doſt not 
thou know MARANATHA, the 
Lord will. come ? And art thou nor ſure, 
that then they willbe ANATHEMA, 
under a bitter and an eternal Curſe : Doſt 
thou ſee how the Devil turned mens 
hearts from their Lord-Creator, and how 
he keeps their love from their Lord-Re- 


deemer, for which the Devil inſults over 


them, and wilt not thou be grieved for 


them ? Bleſſed Jeſus! I am ready to | || 


blame them, becauſe they love nor thee, 


and I do blame my ſelf for want of griet 


in me ; for want of love to thee. Me- 
thinks that Godly Parents ſhould mourn, 
becauſe they have a Child, or Children, 
that love not Jeſus Chriſt, and ſay, What ! 
they love us, but not the Lord ! Whar 
plealure can we take 1n their love to us, 
when they have none to Chriſt ? Me- 
thinks the Children that have love to 
Chriſt, ſhould weep, and bitterly lament, 
to 
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to be loved by their Parents, with a 
greater love than they have for Chriſt ; 
and the Wife that is a Lover of Chriſt, 
ſhould be filled with ſorrow, that hath 
one ſo near, that is ſo far from loving 


of the only Saviour, and ſay, Alas! alas! 


MARANATHA, and then my Child, 
my Farther, Mother, Husband, will be 
ANATHEMA. Weep then, weep, 
weep abundantiy, for any in your Houſe, 
among yo'r Relations, Friends, Acquain- 
tance, and Neighbours, that are not Lo- 
wers of Chriit. Oh that your Fleads were 
Water;, and your Eyes ' Fountains of Tears, 
that ye imnay Weep Day and Night, for 
theſe that Love not the Lord Jeſus. 
How can ye go with dry Eyes, without 
'Tears trickling dowa your Cheeks, one 
haſting to overtake the other, when ye 
-bzhold Non-Lovers of Chrift, and conſfi- 
der next, ANA THEMA MARA- 
NATHA? Oh! that ye. had in ſome 
\Wilderneſs a Lodging place of Wayfaring- 
men, or {ome retired corner in your 
;Houſe, that ye may leave your worldly 
Buſineſs for a while, and go from them, 
to waſh your Faces in your Tears, thar 


your dear Relations love not that Lord . 


of 
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of yours, that is dearer to you than they 
are, or all this World beſides. Take on 
moſt bitterly, when ye think how by 
them your deareſt Lord is undervalued, 
and their precious Souls are endangered, 
by their not loving of him, for chey muſt 
be ANATHEMA when MARA- 
NATHA. : Alas, poor Loveleſs Souls ! 
The Lord- will come, will ſurely, quickly 
come, and then they will be miſerable ; 


ſurely then they will be miſerable Souls 
indeed. 


But is this enough ſor you, (O ye 
Non-Lovers of Chriſt ) that others do 
lament your woful caſe, while ye your 
ſelves do ſpend your Time, and wafte 
your Days in ſinful Love, and carnal 
Delights, and ſenſual Joy ? Were ye con- 
vinced of your preſent Sin, and did ye 
ſee your future: approaching Miſery, could 
ye be fo full of Mirth, upon the very 
Borders of the place where there is weep- 
ing, and wailing, and goaſhing of Teeth ? 
Could ye Ezugh and Sing, ſo near the 
bottomleſs Pit. where your Laughing ſhall 
be turned into Mourning, and your Mirth 
into everlaſting Sorrow ? Were ye the 


Men 
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Men that had your Eyes opened, would 
ye not, every one of you, bitterly bewail 
your preſent danger, in the ſenſe and 
apprehenlion of your ſpeedy and eternal 
Woe, and fay, Alas, what ſhall I do, 
when Sickneſs ſhall come, and Death 
ſhall come, and the Lord himſelf ſhall 
come, when I have no love for him ? 
Wo is me ! How ſhall I dye, and after 
Death appear at his Tribunal, whom I 
never loved ? O my poor departing Soul ! 
now as full of Terror, as empty of the 
love of Chriſt ; what will become of 
thee, when thou ſteppeſt out of Time 
into Eternity ? O dreadful, dreadful, this 
is exceeding dreadfuj, to leave all that I 
did ever love, and go to be judged by 
him, whom I did (Woe to me that I 
did) never love! I did love my Wiſe 
and Children, but not Chriſt, and now 
TI muſt leave them whom I did ſo much 
love, and receive my Doom from him 
whom I did ſo much hate. I did love 
my Pleaſures, and my ſenſual Delights, 
and now there is an end of them; and 
now I muſt go unto thoſe Miſeries, 
Woes and Torments, that ſhall never, 
never, end. We is me, that now I am 
a 
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a dying man, and ſhortly, alas a day or 
two more, an hour or two more; ſo 
ſhortly, for want of love to. Chriſt, and 
I muſt be a Damned man. When I was 
well, and loved not Chriſt, (well and 
loved not Chriſt !) when I thought TI 
was well without love to Chriſt, I 
thought my Pleaſures were ſweet, my 
Riches my Happineſs, and my beloved 
Relations my Joy 3 and I thought my 
love was rightly placed upon them, bur 
now upon this Dying-Bed, when I look 
backwards upon time now paſt, and for- 
wards into Eternity, that never will be 
paſt, I fee, I find the remembrance of 
them doth torment my departing Soul, 
they are as bitter as Gall, tor the more 
I loved them heretofore, the more they ' 
do torment me now. Now ! Wo is 
me ! They will for ever. Oh what did 
I mean, to give that love to them, 
which I ſhould have given unto Chriſt ? 
Had I loved him, as I loved them, my 
love to him would have been as great a 
Comfort to me, on this Dying-Bed, as 
the love of them is now a Terror to me, 
but IT did aot; O curſed Caritt thar [I 
did nor. And now the Lord, by D.ath, 
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is come to fe, and I after Death muſt 
go to him, to be Judged by. him, and in 
my Sentence I ſhall hear ANATHE- 
MA; Depart thou Carſed into everlaſting 
H71e, prepared for the Devil and his Apn- 
gels. In that I never loved Chriſt, I 
Sinned like the Devil, and in my Sen- 
tence, for that Sin I muſt be Condem- 
ned, and in Hell ſuffer with, and as the 
Devil. 


But yet all this may be prevented ; 
may it? And will ye not endeavour it ? 
How ? By calling off your love from 
ather things, and placing it predominant- 
ly upon the Lord Jeſus. By Faith in 
him, and Love unto him, the Curſe might 
be eſcaped, and the Bleſſing obtained at 
his coming ; and had ye rather be Dam- 
ned, than [ove Chriſt ? Indeed ! Is your 
Enmity ſo much to him, that ye had 
Tather be miſerable for ever, than place 
your AﬀeCtions upon him ? Are ye not 
yet willing ro forſake your Old Love, 
and ger New Love to Chriſt? Can ye 
be willing to be miſerable, and pained, and 
tormented, in extremity, to all Frernity ? 
I know ye cannot : And yet I know, 
whether 
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whether ye be willing, or unwilling , | 
in without love to Chrilt, miſerable you | 
I. muſt be. Oh that ye did clearly lee, 


| tedfaſtly believe, and diſtin&tly appretead 


Ja 

S the tranſcendent Excellency, the amiable 
[ Beauty, the invaluable Worth of this Lord 
I Jeſus, that ye might prize him more than 
1 ) 8 

Q Gold and Pearls, and coſtly Jewels, an 
& love him more than all. How is it when 


ye hear thoſe on Earth, that love him 
moſt, ſo much complain of the tinalacwy 
. of their love to him, that ye do nor re- 
F flect upon your ſelves, and ſay, What 
2 Sinners then are we, that have no love 
at all to him, and yet are not troublcd, 
1 becauſe we do nor love him? For my 
t own part, I do complain I cannot love 
t this Bleſſed Jeſus with that ſtrength of 
Love I ought, and earneſtly do deſire, 
r and endeavour to grieve more, becaule I 
J love him no more, and to loath my ſelf 
x ſo much the more, by how much TI 
F fall ſhort of thar Love I ought to have 
; to him, Oh that others may make up 
. what I do waar, and might be enlarged, 
and abound in that love, wherein I am 
- ſtraitned and defective ; that what de- - 
Trees of Love I cannot reach, others on 
2 Earth 
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Earth might attain unto, that while I 
mourn for the ſmalneſs of my own Love, 
I might rejoyce in the greatneſs of the 
Love of others unto this lovely Jeſus ; 
and yet when all this is leſs than he is 
| worthy of, let it be ſome joy unto my 
| grieved Soul, that ſaved Souls above, 
and Angels in Glory, do love him with 
a pertect and eternal Love, that though 
I cannot love him as they do, yet I may 
Tejoyce on Earth, that there are Ten 
Thouſand times Ten Thouſands, and 
Thouſands of Thoulands in Heaven, re- 
joycing in the fullneſs of Love which 
is in them to him, when 'Thouſands up- 
on Earth never will, and Millions in 
Hc!l never - can, love this moſt lovely 
Lord Jeſus Chrift. 


when my Lord doth ask me, Loveff 
thou me more than theſe, fometimes TI 
doubt, and dare not ſay, Lord, thou 
that knoweſt all things, thou knoweſt that I 
love thee ; but my Heart doth pant, my 
Soul doth long that my love to him 
might be inflamed, that the ACtings of it 
might be more vigorous, and the Work- 
ings 


But ſti] I muſt grieve and groan, that 


| 


| 
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ings of it ſo ſenſible, that they may put 
me into pleaſant Pangs, and {wecereit 
Pains of Love. Lord ! -I ſhall not ac- 
count my ſelf to be well, till I am tick 
of love to thee, that ſo I might, from 
what I feel, and find, in my own Soul, 
recommend the {ſweeteſt Delights, the 
Rational Pleaſures, and the Spiritual Com- 
forts, to the Lovers of Vanity, to allure 
and draw their Love to - Chriſt, that I 
may ſpeak more of the unſpeakable Joy 
that fills the Breaſt of a ftrong Lover. of 
Chriſt, and. more pathetically Perſwade, 
more efteCtually Plead, till God power- 
fully prevail with them, to turn the 
Stream of their Love ( which now runs 
waſte) into the right Channel, and 
glide along till ir empty it felf into tha: 
Sea of Love, which Saints and Angels 
flow in unto Chriſt. 


"wt, . 


I have made a ſmall Attempt, in this 
little Treatiſe, of the Neceſſity of Sincere 
Love to Chriſt, whether God, by Me, 
might move the Hearts of any, to 6x 
their Love upon him, in which I have 
not ſtudied Words and Phraſes, to reco:- 
mend Chriſt, to wanton Wus, 1: 

a 2 
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Dreſs, but with as much plainneſs, and 
Coſpel fiinpiicity, as I could, in the very 
Words 101 which it . was Preached, to a 
People that love plain Preaching, and 
eaiic to be urderſtnod. It any tor this 
ſhail diflike ir, when they have took it 
1p, and look'd into it, and fee it to be 
juch, may as my hay it down, and 
Mohr it as they pleate; I fought not my 
Self in it, but tne iove of Men to Chriſt 
by it, 1 can be willing to be accounted 
a Fool for Carl, zu I doubt not but 
I ſhail have Comtort on a Dying- 
Bed, wh: 1 I Cal Tefldt I awmncd not at 
vain Anpiauic of Lying mer, but to gain 
the Hearts, ard hearty Love of, once the 
Hearers, aud now the Readers, of theſe 
£ermons; and it God will leate to own 
them in mens Neg 1G:ng, as he dc 33 the 
ny 2 of thein, by many, V net nof. I, 
but the Giace of * God, did 10 muci atſect 
Tier Hh rts, thar they cd Jefirc it night 
be Preached to them (!ome -1me after) 
the jecond time, which I iid, ar1 did 

Work, and had as great Suuvcls 15 at the 
firſt; Not that IT was any rt'ung, bi: God 
did ali, on firit and Iz. Maiy, very 
many, that did contels they loved not 
: Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, but World, and Vanity, and Sin, 
before, did deſire all in the Congregation 
earneſtly to Pray, That God would give 
them this love unto his Son, which I 
hope they have, and are increaſing and 


growing therein; and that God may fo 


Bleſs it to any Poor, plain Country Peo- 
ple, whom my voice cannot reach, and 
to whom I cannot go, (where this may) 
ſhali be the fervent Prayers that one fo 
mean can put up to Heaven : Where let 
the Prayers of all rue Lovers of Chriſt 
meet, that the Number of ſuch may be 
increaſed. Ames. 
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If any man love not the Lord Feſas Chriſt, let 
him be Anathema, Maran-atha. 


CAUSE. 
SE CT. I. The Introauttion, 


DMN PP, O W! Not love the Lord! Hel- 
CASES liſh Sin, How ! Not love Jeſus! 
A Stupendous Wickedneſs. What ! 

; Not love- Chriſt ! Afonſtrous 
82, impiety. Not love him that is 

Mae both Lord, and Teſus, and Chriſt ! 

WE What name might we call him 

by ? A Man or a Beaſt ? A Man 

Ora Devil? That doth not love the Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt ? Do you confeſs him to be Lord, and Feſus, 

and Chriſt, and love Sin, and not Him? Love the 

B World, 
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World, and not Him? Love Relations, and not 
Him ? This may be the Aſtoniſhment of the Hea- 
vens, the Amazement of the Earth, the Wonder 
of Angels, the Joy of Devils, the Burthen of the 
Creation cf God. The Earth doth groan to bear 
them ; the Sun is grieved to give light unto them ; 
the Air laments its putrefaQtion, to be ſuck'd into 
ſuch filthy bodies, wherein are more filthy ſouls, 
becauſe void of the Love of Chriſt : Yea, all this 
world looks more like Hell than Heaven, becauſe 
of the ſwarms of men therein, that have no ſincere 
Loveto Jeſus Chriſt, Let all among you this day, 
that are not Senſual Beaſts, or Incarnate Devils, that 
have the Underſtanding and Hearts of men, ſtand 
and wonder, that tho Devils will not love the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, that a Man ſhould deny him his Love. 
Good Lord ! What a thing is this! What curſed 
Wickedneſs is this ! What wonder that thou doſt 
behold ſuch a fight as this, a Man without love un- 
to thy Son, and ſuffer him to continue to be a man z 
or doſt not make him a ſick man, a poor man, a 
tormented, pained man on earth., or a Damned 
man in Hell! But thothou beareſt with fuch a man, 


is he not a wretched, miſerable man, tho he be a | 


rich and proſpering man ? Oh what Puniſhment 
waiteth for him? How do Devils hope for his 
Death, that they might drag him down to that 
Helliſh Crew , where there is not one Lover of 
Chriſt amongſt them all 2 Bur what is he ? What 
ſhall he be that Loves not Chriſt ? What 2 Anathe- 
ma, Maranatha, What is that ? The Explication 
Wii} tell y ous 


SECT: 
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SECT. IE 
The Explication of Anathema, Maran-atho, 


Anathema , where found in Scripture, is uſually 
Travilated Accurſed. Adtts 23. 14. And they came 
to the chef prieſts and elders, and ſaid, dvallvual; dra* 
O:altonuey £av]es, We bave bound our ſelves under 4 
great curſe, that we will eat nothing until we bave ſlain 
Paul : 1. e, with a Curte we have Curled ; that is, 
grievouſly Curied, or bound our ſelves with dire» 
ful Curſes, Yerſ. 21. The ſame word uſed. Gal. r. 8. 
But tho we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 
goſpel unto you, than that which we have preached unto 
you, avalliua im, let him be ( Anathema ) accurſed. 
Repeared verie 9. Mark 14. 71. But he began 
( a&vallewalituy ) to curſe and to ſwear, ſaying, Thnow 
zot this man of whom ye ſpeak. Rom. g. 3. For I could 
wiſh my ſelf { Anathema ) were accurſed from Chriſt, 
for my brethren, my kinſmen according to the fleſh, 1 Cor. 
I2. 3. Wherefore I give you to underſtand, that no man 
ſpeaking by the Spirit of God, calleth Jeſus ( Anathe- | 
ma) accurſed, Not to love Jeſus, is to carry our | 
ſelves towards him as tho he were Anathema 3 but 
foraſmuch as he is God over all, bleſſed for ever 3 who« 
ſozver loves not him, ſhall be anathema for ever, 
This Greek word is uſed as the Hebrew word ON, 
Cherem, which is Tranſlated utterly to deſtroy, viz. 
I Sam. 15. 9, But Sawl and the people ſpared Agag, and * 
th beſt of the ſheep, and of the oxen, and of the fat- 
lings, 7nd the lambs, and all that was good, CAMPINN 
\IY NT, and wonld not ntterly deſtroy them ;, but eve- 
ry thing that was vile and refuſe, DMT IR, that 
B 2 they 


| they deſtroyed utterly. 
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The Greek Verb ſignifieth ſuch 

Curſing, as when a man either ſweareth, voweth, 
or wiſheth himſelf ro dyc, or to be given to the 
Devil, except he : And the Hebrew word that 
anſwereth to it, ſignifieth, Utterly ro deſtroy, to 
deyote to deſtruftion: As much as to fay, If any 
man love not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Jet him be ut- 
cerly deſtroyed, devoted to deftinction, let the De- 
vil take him; and fo he will by God's own Order 
and Command. ZZat. 25. 41, Then ſhall he ſay un- 
to them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye curſed , 
znto everlaſting fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 
Luk. 12. 20. Bit God ſaid, Thou fool, Tis might thy 
foul ſhall be required of thee. Ia the Greek,, They ſhall 
require, deinand, fetch away thy foul. They: 
What they 2 The Devils, that ſeize the ſouls of 
all that loye nor Chriſt, whenever they dye. 

2. Maranatha; two Syriack words, as ſome take 
them. Maran, that is, our Lord. IVun finale eft 
affixum prime perſorie ex pronomine 1%, The word 
it ſelf WP, Mar, with Aleph, is a Chaldee word N1D 
Mara, Lord ; and Nan only tera paragogica 3 then 
Maran both in Chaldee and Syrziack,, ſignifieth Lord. 


tha, written thus, JPN or RR is an Hebrew 


word ; written thus, NN is Chaldee; thus NDN 
is a Syriack word ; thus NT js A4rabick; in all 
ftignifieth, To come. A man that loves not the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall be Curſed in all Nations, in all 
Languages, by all People ; all the world ſhall ac- 
count that man to be Azathema. 

Anatbema, Maran-atha; ſome render it, Let him 
be accurſed trill rhe Lord come, or when the Lord 
coines; or he ſhall haye due Vengeance from the 
Lord waen he comes, Some thus, Let him be ac- 
curſed 


} 
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curſed eyen till the coming of: the Lord, to his 
death's day, even for ever; and hath reference to 
that Prophecy cf Enoch, recorded Fude ver. 14. 
Enoch alſo, the ſeventh from Adam, propheſied of theſe, 
ſaying, Behold, i>0s weuGr, the Lord comes with ten 
thouſand of his Saints, 15. to execute judgment upon 
all, and to convince all that are ungooly among them, 
of all their ungodly deeds which they have angodly com- 
mitted, and of all their hard ſpeeches which ungodly 
ſinners have ſpoken againſt him. And all for war of 
Love unto him. 

Learned men conclude, That hcre is an alluſion 
to the Jew;ſh manner of Excommunications of which 
there were three forts or degrees; 


The Leſler, 
d The Middle Sort. 
C{ The Greateſt. 

1. The Leſſer, called N;d4d4uz, Put ont ; and in 
the New Teſtament they were called, Swauyzgwpr, 
Pat out of the Synagogue ; and they hold that Carr 
was excommunicated this way. 

2. The ſecond was called Cherem, or Anathema; 
when a ſcandalous finner, with Curſes out of the 
Law of Moſes, was in the publick Audience of the 
whole Church, without any limication of time, ex- 
cluded from the Communion of it. This thought 
to be the ſame called a delivering up unto Satan. With 
this fort of Excommunication was the Inceſtuous 
perſon cenſured, 1 Cor. 5. 4. In the name of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, when ye are gathered together, and 
my Spirit, with the power of our [Lord Feſits Chriſt, 
5» To deliver ſuch an one unto Satan for the deſt1yftion 
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of the fleſh, that the ſpirit might be ſaved in the day of 
the Lord Feſus. 

3+ The greateſt of all they called Samatha; ſo 
called irom ex, anam? which they put for Nomer 
Tetragrammationy Or Jerova, and Atha, comis ; O- 
thers derive it from Sham, There, and Mia, Death ; 
as if they ſhould ſay, There and then (hail be dcath 
to the Non-Lovers of Chrilt, The Syrians call ir 
Ataran-atha; by which form added to the two for- 
cr, the excommunicated perſon as deiperate and 
forlorn, without all hope of pardon or reſtitution, 
was lefrto the hands of the Lord, to receive from 
himan heavy doom at his coming ; implying, that 
they ſummoned the Excommunicated before the 
dreadful Tribunal at the laſt coming of the Son of 
God, They fay this fort of Excommunication the 
people cf Ged nſed againſt the Amaltkzres. 

And with this higl:elt degree of Excommunicati- 
on, Mall all the Non-Lovers of Chriſt, at his coming 
be excluded, and ſtand excommunicated from the 
fayourable Preſence of the Glorious Ged, and of 
Chriſt the Graciovs only Saviour, ſrom the Com- 
pany of all the Holy Angels, and Society of the 
BI:fled Saints, from the Holy Place above, and from 
all the Joys and Happineſs thereof. 

The manner hew the Fews excommunicated the 
Samaritans, was very ſolemn and dreadful: They 
brought Three hundred Prieſts, and Three hun- 
dred Trumpets, and Three hundred Books of the 
Law, and Tiree hundred Boys ; and they blew with 
Trumpets, and the LZevires ſinging, accurled the 
Cuttheans, 1n the Naire of Tetragrammaton, Or 7e- 
kovah, and with the Curſ:s both of the Supericr 
and Inferior Houſe of Judgment; and they ws 
4 er er Curſe 
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Curſed is he that eateth the bread of the Cutthzans, 
( hence is that ſaying of theirs, He that eateth the 
bread of the Cutth&4n or Samaritaii, 3s as he who 
eats ſwines fleſh), and let no Cutthzan be a Proſelite in 
IHrael, neither have any part in the reſurretion of the 
juſt, Theſe Curſes they wrote upon labtes, and 
tealed them, and ſent them through all 7ſ-ae/, who 
multiplied alſo this great Anathema, or Curie, upon 
them. 

But the Excommunication of all the Non-Lovers 
of Chriſt, will be inconceivably more terrible, 
when the Lord himſelf ſhall come with Millions of 
his Holy Angels, and with Ten Thouſands, yea 
Thouſands of thouſands of his Saints , and the 
Trumpet ſounding, the Saints ſinging, and the Air 
ringing, Chrift and all ſhall ſay, Now curſed for ever 
be every man that did not love the Lord Teſus: Let 
them never come into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
nor have a ſhare in the Happineſs that God hath 


_ Prepared for them that love him; and ail the Saints 


and Angels ſhall ſay, Amen, Amen. 

There is another Text, ſetting forth the contra- 
ry good condition of thole that love Chriſt, Epheſ. 
6. 24. Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt in ſincerity, Amen. Paul ſtanding one while 
vpon Mount Ebal, denounceth a Curſe againſt thoſe 
that do not love the Lord Jeſus; another while 
upon Mount Gerizzim , pronouncing a Bleſling up- - 
on them that do. 

Deut. 2-7. 11. And Moſes charged the people the ſame 
aay, ſaying, 12. Theſe ſhall ſtand uyon Mount Gerize 
zim to bleſs the people, when ye are come over Fordan, 
Simeon, and Levi, and Judah, and Tſſachar, and Fo- 
feph, and Benjamin. 13. And theſe ſnall ſtand upon 
B 4 Aount 


Ws Loveto CHRIST 


Mourt Ebal to curſe, Reuben, Gad, and Aſher, and Ze- 
bulun, Dan, and Napthali. 14. And the Levites ſhall 
ſpeak,, and ſay nnto all the men of Iſrael with a loud 
woice, 15. Curſed be the man that maketh any graven 
or molten image, an abomination to the Lord, the work of 
the bands of the crafts, and putteth u 1a a ſecret 
place, and all the people ſhall anſwer and ſay, Amen. 
16. Curſed be be that ſerteth light by his father, or his 
mother, and all the people ſhall ſay Amen, 17. Curſed 
be be that removeth his netghbour's land-mark ;, and all 
the people [ball ſay, Amen. 18 Curſed be he that maketh 
the blind to wander out of the ways and all the people 
ſhall ſay, Amen. 19. Curſed be he that perverteth tht 
judgment of the ſtranger, fatherleſs, and widow ; and 
all the people ſhall ſay, Amen. Six Tribes ſtood upon 
Mount Geriz.zim, and {ix upon Mount Ebal, and in 
a little Valley between theſe two Mountains, the 
Prieſts ſtood, one while pronouncing a Bleſling up- 
on the Obſcrvers of the Law; -and then the Tribes 
vpon Mount Ger;z.2;m ſounded out Amen : Another 
while dcnouncing Curſes againſt the Tranſgreſſors 
of the Law ; then the Tribes upon Mount Ebal 
ſounded out Amer. 

But now, though you are not unjuſt towards 
men; no Nrunkards, no Swearers, yet if Non- 
Lovers of Chriſt, the Curſe lies upon you; and 
at the coming of theLord,it will be in vain to plead 
your praying, hearing, receiving, your moral-Con- 
verſation, if void of the Love of Criſt; for Chriſt 
ſhall declare you accurſed, and all that ſhall attend 
him at his coming, ſhall ſay Amer. 
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SECT. 
A Diviſion and Paraphraſe of the Text. 


The whole Text conſiſts of theſe ſeven parts. 

1. The Grace to be obtained, tiie Duty to be per- 
formed, or Act to be cxerted, viz. Love. Sweet, 
pleaſant and delichitul. | 

2. The Obje&+ of this Act, or Perſon to be loved, 
called the Lord, and Jefus, and Chrilt. 

3. T he Subject of this Act, or who ſhould do this 
Duty 3 an : Beaſts cannot, Devils will not, Man 
Ougit, 

4. A Suppoſition, if a man love not ; and it is in- 
deed to be fuppoſed, that many will not. 

5. An heavy Imprecatior, or ſolemn denunciation 
of Vengeance, Anathema ; if he will not be a Lo- 
ver of Chriſt, lt him be accurſed. 

6. A determination of the time when this at furtheſt 
ſhall be execured , and poured forth upon him ; 
Maran-atha, when the Lord comes ; rho be profper 
in the mcan time, yet when Maranatha, then Ana» 
thema. 

7. The Extent of this Curſe ; If auy mar— Ict 
him ! be he whar he will, a Scholar, a Preacher, a 
Profeſſor, an Emperor, and yet not a Chriit-Lover, 
the Plagues of God at the coming of Chriſt ſhall 
bght and lie upon bim ;, and if this azy be never fo 
many, Vengeance and Damnation fhail overtake 
and ſeize them all, 

I cannot yet get off the words of the Text with- 
out another view of each term one by one, 


1, If, 


TO Love to CHRIST 
1.1, ] This if joined to the not loving of Chriſt is 


one of the ſaddeit ifs you can ſuppoſe; if you ſhould. 


be poor, if you thould be caſt into Priſon,if youſhould 
be baniſhed, it you ſhould fufter the loſs. of liberty 
and life, it is not ſo bad, as if you ſhould nor love tie 


| Lord Jeſus Chriſt : For if you be caſt to Hell, if you 


ſhould be damned for ever, it will be if yon love not 
Chriſt: If you be ever ſaved, if you never love 
Chriſt, God is not true, and Chriſt is not true, and 
this Word of God is not rue; if you pray till 


you wear the skin from off your kaces , if you cry 
for mercy ill you waſte your Tongue ; if you con- 


feſs ſin, and weep your ſelves blind; if you go as 
far towards Heaven as ever glozing Hypocrite did, 
and all this while have no lincere love to Chriſt, 
you never ſhall efcape the Damnation of Hell it 
you do,fay I am a Lyer, fay I preached falſhood and 
deceiiful words unto you. What! will you drive 
us to deſpair ? yes, that I would with all my heart, 
into this deſpair of ever getting to Heaven without ſin- 
cere, unfeigned love to Chriſt, for deſpair you mult 


of having Happineſs and eternal Glory any other 


way than God hath preſcribed in his Word ; and 


Love to Chrſt is oae qualification of that man that 
ſhall be ſaved. 


And to this if relating to your not loving of 


Chriſt, I will ſhew you another #f relating ro your 


not entring into Heaven, Heb.4.3. —1 have ſworn in 
my wrath, If they ſhall enter into my reſt. — 5. And in 
This place again, If they ſhall enter into my reſt. Here 
God uſeth an Oarh, but concealeth the Impreca- 
tionz when the Lord pronounceth his Oath zega- 
tively, then it is to be underſtood as an afficmation ; 
as Iſa,14. 24. The Lord of hoſts hath ſworn, if noty 
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| ſoit ſhall come to paſs, that 15, it ſhall certainly come to 
| paſs : But when he ſetteth ir down affirmatively, then 


It. is to be underſtood negatively, as Pſal. g5. 11. If 


' they ſhall enter into my veſt 3 that is, They ſhall never 


enter into my reſt, When God fſweareth thus by 
himſelf, he mentioneth nor the Curſe, becauſe no 
Execration or Curſe can fall upon him that is God 
neceſſirily, ipfimtely and eternally bleſfled, and 
therefore not to bez expreſi2d , becauſe it cannot 
come upon him ; neither ſhould ſach a form of 
ſpeech be ſupplied, as ſome do prophanely ule, ther 
let me not be God, or ſuch like; Ir is ſufficient to a- 
larm Sinners, that God doth ſwear, if they conti- 
nu2 tothe death withour love to, and faith in Chriſt, 
they ſhall not enter into his rel?. | 

1. Aman] loves not Chriit that hath 1. an un- 
derſtanding to know the excellencies of Chriſt, the 
receſſity of Chriſt, the danger of being without 
Chriſt, and the everlaiting good ard benefirs that are 
to he had by Chrilt. 

2, A man that hath a W:// to be guided by the 
Underſtanding, a Wiil to-chute good, and refuſe 
ev1l. 

3+ A man that hath Afe4ons of Iove, deſire and 
delighr,and ſhail nor place them upon their proper, 
primary, principal Object. 

4. A man that hath a Corfcience to walt and act 
by, to accuſe and condemn ium when his Aﬀections 
are not rightly fixed; and to comfoit him, and to 
teſtify for him, when they tend to, and reſt in their 
proper Object. 

5- A man that is capable of knowing, loving and 
enjoying the beſt good, 


6. A 
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6. A man that hath heard of Chriſt, that profeſ. 
ſeth Chriſt , and hath frequently and earneſtly been 
intreated ro give Chriſt his love. 

7. A man that is a ſinful man, a loſt man, a diſ- 
eaſed, poilited man, that ſtands in need of wa{h- 
ing, cleanſing and recovering healing Grace. Shew 
me the man that needs not Chriſt, and let him de- 
ny him his love, 


8. A man that is a dying may, a man leaving 


this World, going out of Time, and entring into 
Eternity 5 that mult ſhortly be. a damned or ſaved 
man, Within a tew years, months, weeks, days 
or houts, þe eternally happy, or everlaltingly mi- 
ſcrable. 


3. 1ny man Jeſpecuilly where theGoſpel is preach- 
ed, wnere the joyful ſound is heard, ro whom the 
tydings of a Saviour and Eternal Life are brought : 
The Heathen canner love him, becauſe they do not 
know him, becauſe they hear not of him : but any 
man,cſ{pecially char lives under the means of Grace, 
any mean mn, any noble man, any ignorant man, any 
learned man, any man of any ſort, of any age, of 
any calling, of any place or Nation, where they have 
ſo often and fo long heard of Chriſt, tbat his bleſ- 
ſed name is become too common in their prophane 
polluted mouths, It any ſuch man 

4. Love not ] tho he often talk of him, tho he 
pray to God, mentioning his Name; tho he pro- 
eſs him, hear daily from him, ſuffer or dye for 
him, and not love him that is 

5- The Lord | the Lord of Lords, the only Po- 
tentate 3 the Lord that hath the power of Life and 
Death, able to take vp to Heaven, and caſt down 
to 
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to Hell, to damn and ſave, that reigns over Men 
and Devils, that hath all Power committed to him, 
that 1s 

6. Jeſs] the only, mighty, alſufficient Saviour, 
that came from Heaven to Earth, to get and purchaſe 
for men a paſſage from Earth ro Heaven ; that ſuf- 
fered, bled, and died to ſave Sinners from Sin, from 
Hell, from Everlaſting Burnings; when there 1s 
no other Name under Heaven by which Sinners can 
be ſaved, than the Name of Jelus, who is alfo 

7. Chriſt] anointed of the Father, defigned from 
all Eternity, and ſent in the fulneſs of time to bring 
about and accompliſh the work of mars Redemp- 
tion ; that was furniſhed with all manner of quali- 
fications to bring Souls to Eternal Glory ; and yet 
thoſe that have their Names from him, called Chri- 
ſtians from Chriſt, and yet not love him, ſhall be 

8. Anathema |] curſed Wretches, miſerable Cal- 
tifis, devoted to damnation, ſeparated from God, 
caſt to Devils, when 

9. Maran-atha |] the Lord comes ; to be Anathe- 
ma when Maran-atha, 1s to be accurſed indeed, and 
for ever 3 then curſed Men muſt be with curſed De- 
vils to all eternity. 
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CHAP. IL 


SECTz. 
The Doftrine and Method. 


Dot. Rom this Text thus explained, this Do- 
Crine clearly reſulteth, That what ſoever 
man hath not ſincere love to the Lord Feſus Chriſt, © in 
a deplorable condition, and ſhall be accurſed when the 
Lord comes. For his Sin 15 great, his Mind is blind, 
his Will perverſe, his Heart is hard and carnal, his 
Aﬀections corrupt, and baſe and vile, and his Soul 
and Body ſhall then be doomed down to blackneſs 
of darkneſs, to extremzty , and eternity of miſery, 
to pains and puniſhment, that no Tongue can ex- 
preſs, no Heart conceive, no Pen can write, how 
great, how terrible, how intolerable it will be found 
to be. 
The method in treating on this Subject is caft 1n- 
to theſe five general Heads. 


1. What ts the nature of this love to Chriſt 5 waat 
kind or manner of Love it is, without which if 
man be found, he is Anathema , and ſhall be 
plagued with this heavy Curſe at the coming of the 
Lord ? 

2. That whoſoever is withont this love to Chriſt, 15 11 
ſuch a miſerahle condition; and dying without it, ſhall be 
damned when Chriſt ſhall come, 1s to be demon- 


ltcated. 
3. What 


Zo 
make 
4. 
the [ 
his S; 
curſe 
5. 


CAatzon 
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3: What are the properties of this Curſe, that wall 
make it ſo exceeding grievous and intolerable. 

4. Why ſo great a ſtreſs is put upon ſuch Love, why 
the Lord infſilts ſo much upon the love of man unto. 
his Son, that whoſoever wants it, ſhall be thus ac- 
curſed. 

5. The improving of this Doltrine by prattical apphi- 
CAatzon. 

In opening of the nature of this Love to Chriſt, 
I ſhall not only mention the formal reaſon of It, but 
alſo whar is preſuppoſed, aad neceſſarily requiſite 
to the. raiſing or producing of it in the heart of 
man; my Apprehenlions concerning it I ſhall give 
you in theſe wwelve following Particulars, which be= 
ing taking vp, and laid together, will contain a 
deſcription of this Love. 


5 This Love ſuppoſeth the goodneſs of the Ob- 
ject. 

2. It includes or implies the :lymination of the 
Underſtanding to ſee and diſcern this incomparable 
goodneſs in Chriſt. 

3. It includes a diſcovery of the ſuitableneſs of 
Chriit unto the Soul in all reſpects. 

4. As alſo a ſight of the communicability of that 
good that is diſcerned to be ſo ſuitable. 

5- Higheſt valuation of Chriſt, greateſt eſtimation 
of him, which is called appretiating Love. 

6. It contains the permanent volition of the Will, 
the ſetled inclination of the heart towards the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, 

7+ It inclufes the prevailing and predominant de- 
grees of our love to be to Chriſt more than to any 
thing elle whatſoever. 

3. In 
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8. In this Love is theeleCtion of the Will, chooſ- 
ing Chriſt for himſelf, and for the excellency of his 


own Perſon, tho not with the excluſion of our own 


advantage by him. 

9. Chriſt as Lord as well as Saviour, is the Object 
of this Love; Chriſt in all his Offices, as Teacher, 
Ruler, as wclb as Benefafor, is beloved 3 In which 
reſpect the Love of all Hypocrites and carnal Go- 
ſpellers doth fail and come thort. 

10. This Love is wrought by the powerful ſpecial 
operation of the Spirit of God upon the heart. 

1T. Whence follows a voluntary reſignation of 4a 
man's ſelf to Chriſt, without reſervation of himlelf, 
or any thing he hath, unto himſelf. 

12. When al] this is done, the Soul doth delighe 
in Chriſt, if preſent ; or deſwes after him, if abſent ; 
or motrns for him, if it cannet find him ; for one of 
theſe three ways Love will be working, and by theſe 
workings diſcover it ſclf. 
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The nature, requiſites, and the deſcription of this Love 
co Chriſt. 


Friſt, This Love ſuppoſeth the gooaneſ's of the Objef, 
as all Love doth : For nothing can be loved, but 
what is really good, or at leaſt appeareth fo unto the 
Lover. This holy Love therefore being the choiceſt, 


chiefeſt Loye, ſuppoſeth Chriſt to be the choiceſt, . 


and the chiefeſt Good : That he is a good Savieur, 
a good Redeemer, a good Lord and Maſter , a Good 
excelling, tranſcending all inferior, ſubiunary good ; 


Good ! not only gvo:!, but beit ; beſt in himſel}, and 


1 


IF. « 
thou c 
Spou 
love- 
ters 0j 
that 1 
Ous < 
with 

than. 
what 


Ve 


Neceſſary for All. I7 


beſt for w. And becauſe he muſt be loved with 
ſuch a loye, as that we be willing at his call to part 
with all other good for his ſake; therefore he is 
looked upon, and loved as an awverſal Good ; 
whereas Riches, Honours, Friends, and all things 
of this World are but particular good, no one thing 
good for all things: Meat and drink are good to fa- 
tisty your hunger and thirſt, but not to clothe you ; 
Clothes are good to coyer you, but not to feed 
you, &@&*c. | 

But the Soul whoſe love is fixed upon Chriſt, 
doth ſee and ſay, In poverty Chriſt will be my riches, 
in diſgrace Chriit will be my honour, in bonds and im- 
priſoument Chriſt will be my /berty, In pain Chriſt 
will be my eaſe, in death Chriſt will be my fe, in 
the /oſs of all things Chriſt will be better to me than 
the enjoyment of all theſe things. He that looks nog 
upon Chriſt zs an incomparable Ovject, doth 
not love him as he ought. Pſal. 73. 25- Whom have 
IT in heaven but thee ? and there 1 none upon earth that 
T deſire beſides thee. Prov. 3. 14. Happy & the man 
that findeth wiſdom, and the man that getteth under- 
ſtanding 1, 14.For the merchandiſe of it 1s better thanthe 
merchandiſe of ſilver, and the gain thereof than fine gold, 
15. She z more precions than rubies, and all the things 
thou canſt deſire, are not to be compared unto her. I he 
Spoule ſaw ſuch goodneis in Chriſt , that ſhe was 
love-\ick for him: Cart. 5. 8. Icharge you, O daugh- 
ters of Feruſalem, if ye find my beloved, that ye tell him 
that I am ſick of love. Others wonder what a graci- 
ous Soul doth ſee in Chriſt, that it is ſo inflamed 
with love unto him, 7. g. What # thy beloved more 
than another beloved, O thou faireſk among women ? 
what u thy beloved more than another beloved, _ 
871088 
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thou doſt ſo charge ws ? What is he ? in a large de- 
{criptivn of his Excellencies ſhe anſwereth to this 
Queſtion: 10. My beloved ts white and ruddy, the 
chiefeſt among ten thouſand \, proceeds in Verſ. 11,12, 
135 14, 15. and in the 16th concludeth, He 7s alto- 
gether lovely; this is my beloved, and this 1s my friend, 
O daughters of Feruſalem, What then ? Doth the 
tranſcendent goodneſs of Chriſt thus diſplayed, 
draw the Heart, allure the Aﬀections ? yes verily, 
for it immediately follows, Cant. 6. 1. Whither is thy 
beloved gone, O thou faireſk among women ? Whither 
35 thy beloved turned aſide , that we may ſeek him 
with thee ? 


1. Chriſt as God is incomparably good ; for ſo he 
1s 075g inally good, infinitely good, eternally, immuta- 
bly, incomprehenſibly good. | 

2. Chriſt as Man, is the moſt excellent of all men, 
Adam in innocency, the Prophets and Apoſtles in 
all their greateſt dignity, and the Saints in Heaven 
in perfect glory, are not comparable to the man 
Chriſt Jeſus. 

3. Chriſt as God-man and Mediator, ſurpaſleth in 
g00dneſs all the holy Ones on Earth, and all the 
Angels in Heaven; Epheſ. 1. 20. — And ſet him at 
his own right hand in the heavenly places : 21.Far above 
all principality and power, and might and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only tm this world, but 
alſo in that which 5s to come. And though he call his 
People, his Brethren and his Fellows, Yer God hath 
anointed him with the oyl of gladneſs above all hss fel- 
lows, Pal. 45.7. is Chriſt thus in your Eyes, and 
to your Hearts? 


SE CF 
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SECT. MM 
The Second Requiſte of this Love, 


QEndy, ThisLove includes and implies the s/lumi- 
nation of the Underſtanding,to ſee and diſcern this 
matchleſs goodneſs inChriſt, I ho Knowledge be not 
( formaliter )Lovezyct it is neceflarily pre-requiſite to 


Ir, for this Love is not blind: Igrots nulla cupido, What 


we do not know, we cannot love, nor deſire. Fobn 
4+ 10, —lf thou kneweſt the gift of God, and who 
3t is that ſaith unto thee, pive me to arink; thou wouldſt 
have aihed of him, and he would have given thee living 
water. You might love an UNSEEN Chriſt, but 
you cannot love an UNK NOW'N Chriſt. 1 Per. t. 
8. whom having not ſeen , ye love; in whom, tho now 
ye ſee him nor, yet believing, (and Faith includeth 
Knowledge) ye rejoice with joy nnſpeakable, and full 
of glory. 

Therefore the Prophet ſpeaking of graceleſs men, 
as Ciſliking, not deſiring, nor loving Chriſt, brings 
them in as ſaying, Iſa. 53. 2. —— He hath no form, nor 
comelineſs ;, and when we ſhall ſee him, there is nobeauty 
that we ſhould deſire him. How ! no comelineſs in 
him that is the brightneſs of the Father's glory, and the 
expreſs image of his perſon ! yes, there was, there is, 
but they had not eyes to ſee it; as if a blind man 
ſhould ſay, the Sun is dark, becauſe he hath no eyes 
to behold the light thereof, How ! when we ſhall 
ſee him, there is no beauty in him that we ſhould 
deſire bim ! It was, becauſe in ſeeing, they did not 
{:e : How ſhould they look upon him with an eye 
of Love, when they did not diſcern him with an eye 
of Faith? C 2 Bu 
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But a ſanftified Soul, whoſe eyes are opened, 
ſeeth that ſupcrilative Goodneſs, Beauty, and Ex- 
cellency in Chriſt , that all other things that are 

ood with an inferior goodneſs, ſecm to him as 
droſs and dung, Phil. 3. 7. But what things were gain 
rome, thoſe T connted loſs for Chriſt. 8. Tea doubtleſs, 
and I count all things but ifs, for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chriſt Fj my Lord: for whem I bave 
ſuffered the loſs of all things, and do cotnt then but 
( Exvbana quaſi water things caſt to dogs, or Dogs- 
meat, Or) ung, that I may win Chriſt, 

The ſanftified man, whole mind is ſavingly in- 
Iightned, can fay, I fee chat goodneſs in the Savionr, 
that far ſfurpaſſeth all the goodneſs of the Creature 3 
tho the Stars in the coldeſt night might be ſeen, 
yet when the Sun arifeth, they all diſappear; fo in 
the night of Ignorance, when my Mind was blind, 
my Heart hard, and my Afﬀ:tions frozen, I was 
taken with the goodneſs of Riches, of Honours, 
and of worldly Plcaſlurez yet when tie Sun of 
Righteouſneſs with bis radiant Rays did ſhine into 
my Soul, and with his warming Influences did thaw 
my benummed frozen Heart, when Chriſt the Day- 
Star aroſe in my Soul, then, O then, the glory of 
theſe things that cid dazle mine eyes, did preſently 
vaniſh and wither away ; then, in compariſon of 
Chriſt, I ſaw an emprineſs In all tine Creatures ful- 
neſs, I ſaw begpery in all its bravery, ſhame 1n all its 
glory, and poverty in its riches, I f2w its greateſt re- 
ſplendent l»ſtre to be darkneſs, its wiſuon; to be folly, 
Its beauty appeared to me no better than deformityy 
when once I hag pot a view of Chriſt's tranſcendent 
loyelineſs, | 


T. 
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4 SEC 3. 
- Tone Third Requiſites 
: 
z þ gps , This Love £9 Cihrilt tacludes 4 diſco- 
bo very of the ſuitabtent 5 of Chriſt unto the Soul, as 
e the moſe colivenier: 50d, Appetibiliry , is not 
e the fcrma! reaivn of goodneſs, but rather a conſe- 
it quent of it ; for a thing 1: nor therefore good, be= 
j cauſe ir is defirablcs bur it is therelore deſirable, 
becauſe it is good : Our Deſires do not make the 
- goodneſs of the Object, but the goodnels, of the 
A Object allures our Deſires and Loye, 
; Suitableneſs is the ground of Love, A thing might 
, be good in it ſelf, yet if we apprehend no ſuitable- 
n neſs 1n It to us, the love of onr hearts is not upon 
, it; therefor? in pain, and ficknelſs, a man judgeth 
'S eaſe and Realth to be better for him than Gold and 
, Silver, becauſe more ſuirable; a man in hunger and 
f thirſt, eſteemeth Bread and Water to de better than 
(+) Honours and Preferments, becauſe more ſuitable. 
We Love to Chriſt is gronzded on the Apprehen- 
- ſions that the Soul hath of the ſaitableneſs of Chriſt 
of unto him, and faith, Food is not more ſuitable to 
y an hungry man, nor Phylick to a ſick man, nor 
--;] Cloathing to a nakcd man, than Chriſt is to me, 
l- a poor, ſinful, and by my Sins a loſt man; an 
ts undone, periſhing, and diftreſled man: For I am 
C- naked, and He will give me change of Raiment. 
y, I am blind, and He will reſtore my ſight. I am ene 
Ys ſlaved to Sin and Satay, and He will give me liber- 
nt ty. lam loſt, He will ſave me. I am guilty, He 
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am an enemy to God, He will reconcile me. I am 
ignorant, He will teach me. I am indebted, He will 
[be my Surety. I am poor, He will make me rich. 
Jam a ſtranger to God, He will bring ime into ac- 
|[quaintance with him, - What ſhall 1 fay? 1 am un- 
||fir for Heaven, but He will make me meer to be 
| |Partaker of the Inheritance of the Saints ia Light. 
| Though I have Riches, I might be damned ; bur if 
[| T have Chriſt, 1 ſhall be ſaved. Though men ad- 
||| mire me, yet God might loath me z bur if I 
[|| have Chriſt , the Lord will love me. Though I 
| profper in the World, 1n all my pomp, I might be 
||| walking in the way to Everlaſting Milery ; bur if I 
I have Chriſt, He will lead me in the paths unto 
| Eternal Glory, Look, O my Soul, look round 
[|| about thee, and thou ſhalt find none ſo ſuitable to 
|||! thee, as the only Saviour : no ! then only he ſhall 
| | have my prevailing love. Is there none for me like 
[|| him? then none ſhall have Jove from me'like him. 
[// This ſuitableneſs of Chriſt unto the Soul in every 
[| reſpect is to be more largely ſpoken to among the 
Arguments to perſuade you to ſet and fix your Love 
on him. 
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| | The Fourth Requiſite of this Love. 
| 
| 


Ourthly, Love includes a fight of the communt- 

cability of that good that is diſcerned to be ſo 
ſuitable to the perſon that ſhould love it : poſſibslety 
of participation is neceſſary to the begetting or 
raiſing of the AﬀeCtiong for while we ſee a Good, 
though every way ſuitable, yet if it be impoſlible 
fo be obtained, we can haye no hope of it, bur 


fink 
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fink under deſpondency and deſpair; and though 
Love reſpects its Object without the circumſtances 
of hard.or eafie to be obtained, but ſimply as good 
yet that which is good in it ſelf, but poſſible to us, 
Is not a good ro vs, becauſe a good not to be poſſeſ. 
ſed by ws.3 and ſuch a Good cannot be loved with 
ſuch a Love as we ought to have to Chriſt, who is 
to be loved by us as good, and our good, or as at- 
tainable by us ; for good as :ncommnnicable to us fo 
conſidered, may beget vexation, anguiſh and hor- 
rour, but not complacency, which yer Philoſophers 
make the formal reaſon of Love. 


t. And this I judge might be one reaſon, why 
there is no love in Devils to Chriſt, nor can be. 
Why? are not Devils under unexpreſlivle horrour ? 
and would not deliverance be eſteemed by them as 
a good ſuitable to them ? Do they not know that 
there is no Saviour but Chriſt ? why then do they 
hate him ?why ? the Benefits of Chriſt are not com- 
municable to them. The Sufferings of Chriſt,tho ſuf- 
ficient to have redeemed all the Devils in Hell, yet 
were not ordained by God , nor endured by Chriſt 
for any ſuch end, or with any ſuch intention ; Chriſt 
did not dye to make Salvation or Happineſs poſli- 
ble for Devils, or finally-unbelieving-impenitent 
Sinners, Therefore, though they know Chriſt to 
be good, and freedom from miſery would be fuita- 
ble to them ; yet this Good being incommunicable to - 
them, they neither have, nor can have ſincere love 
unto him. Hence it is they hate Chriſt with an im- 
placable hatred, and oppoſe his Kingdom and Inte- 
reſt with the ſtrongeſt oppoſition , ar. 8. 29. And 
behold they ( the unclean Spirits) cried out , ſaying, 

C 4 What 
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What have we to do with thee, Jeſus,thou Son of God? art 
thou come to torment 115 before the ttme ? As it they had 
ſaid, There is no good that we Jook ſhould come 
by thee tou: s we expect no Salvation, no Delive- 
rance from our Pain and Miſery Thou art a Savi- 
Our to mer, but not to #5; Thou wilt have nothing 
to do witi1 us in a way of mercy, and we have no. 


thing to do with Thee, by any hopes of Redemp- ' 


tion through thy Mediatory Undertakings ; men on 


Earth migat have to do with Thee, and therefore | 
have cauſe to love Thee, and thou art come into 


the World to have to do with them, to ſcek them, 
and to fave them : they may have Thee for a Re- 
deemer, and a Saviour, but ſo may not we : They 
are fallen, and by Thee might be reſtored 5 but we 
are fallen, and muſt lie where we fell, without hope, 


without a poſſibility of recovering ; there is no do- | 


Ing betwixt Thee and us for Heaven and Salvation 
no dealings bet wixt Thee and us for Life and Hap- 
pineſs; yone of thy Sufferings are to be for us; 
Thou art rot come to offer us any terms of Mercy, 
or to make any Propoſitions of Peace betwixt God 
and us, and therefore our recovery is impoſſible; 
and therefore being fallen, do lie down in utter de- 
ſpair of any communication of the Benefits of thy 
Death and Suiferings vnto us; and having no hope 
of merciful Redemption by Thee, we neither have, 
nor will, nor can have any love unto T hee. 

2, Tie ſame is now the condition of Damned 
. Souls, as that of Damned Devils. Afen on Earth 
might-have love to Chriſt, but in Hell they cannot 
for on earch Chriſt h2d to do with them, and they 
with Chriſt; and Mercy had to do with them, and 
Grace and Patience had to do with them 3 = 
=D waecnh 
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when once in Hell, Chriſt hath done with them, and 
the Spirit hath done with them; Grace, Mercy, and 
Patience of God hath done with them ; no offer 
of Grace, no tender of. Peace and Reconciliation, 
no overtures of Mercy more to all Eternity : But 
now Wrath hath to do with them, and vindictive 
puniſhing Juſtice hath to do with them 3, and they 
are fallen into the hands of the Living God; and 
being paſt all poſlibility of benefit and advantage 
by Chriſt, they. camnor love him, but have more 
rooted hatred to him than ever. By the ay let me 
zote, That ye ſhould with fear and trembling dili- 
gently labour, fervently pray , ſpeedily repent, 
and turn from fin, ſincerely believe, that ye might 
not at death be doom'd down to Hell, becauſe by , 
damn'd Souls Chriſt cannot be loved. 

3. But the caſe 1s otherwiſe with men en earth ; 
with the worſt of you in this Congregation this day. 
The Swearcr might yet have benefit, Pardon by 
Chriſt; the vileſt, the greateſt ſinner that ſtands 
here before God this diy, may yet be ſaved, if he 
will hearken to the Voice of Mercy, tothe Com- 
mands and Invitations of the only Saviour, to the 
Calis of Grace, and anſwer to thoſe Calls. Chriſt 
hath dyed for you, for every one-of you ſo far, that 
Salvation yet is poſlible to you, and God recon- 
cilable to you, and Chriſt and his Benefits upon the 
conditions of the Goſpel, communicable to you : 
For whodare ſay there is no difference between the 
ſtate of the damned in Hell, and the worſt of men 
upon earth ? or that there is no more hope or poſ- 
ſibility of Salvation by Chriſt for the greateſt ſin- 
ners upon the earth, than of the Devils themſelves 
or that God is no more reconcilable, and the _ 
_ ts 
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firs of Chriſt no more communicable to them, than 
to theſe 3 while to ſinners on earth Commands are 
given tO repent, and believe, and turn to God in 
hopes of Mercy, and Conditional Promiſes of Life, 
and a conditional Grant of Pardon is given to 
them, which is not the caſe of Devils or damned 
Soulsz and therefore we Study in hope, and Pray 
in hope, and Preach in hope of your Converſion 
and Salvation, when there is no hope of them that 
are gone down to death, and utter and eternal 
darkneſs. 

Methinks this conſidered, ſhould win thy Love to 
Chriſt, and cauſe thee to: break forth into ſuch 
Language as this, and ſay, O my Soul, as yet through 
the Mercy and Patience of God to thee, there 1s a wide 
difference betwixs thy ſtate, and the ſtate of damned 
ſouls 5, for tho thou hitherto haſt not loved Chriſt, which 
8s thy hainous ſin, yet thou mayeſt, which is God's great 
Mercy to thee : For tho now then art without Chriſt , 
which is thy miſery, yet thou mig hteſt have Chriſt, which 
will be thy remeay ; when the Damned love not Chriſt, 
7or can love him, for they have not Chriſt, nor can have 
him : Thou arr yet in the land of hope, and under the 
means of hope, and thy remedy is at hand, if by thy 
wilful refuſals of recovering Grace, thou doſt not daſh 
this hope, when thoſe poor, wretched Souls, that are paſ- 
ſed out of Time into Eternity, from Earth to Hell, from 
Hearing in this world, to Howling in the next, are 
now and there Chriſtleſs ;, and becauſe now and there 
Chriſtleſs, are therefore there, now, and for ever hope- 
leſs and remedileſs. O then, my Soul, look towards this 
Chriſt that thou mayeſt have | Behold | This Chriſt and 
all bu Benefits, upon Goſpel-Conditions, are yet commus« 
nicable unto thee for thine Everlaſting Good. Doſt thou 
na 
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yot hear the Offers of Pardon, Peace, and Glory, made 
to thee in his name ? Doſt thou not perceive. hun yet 
Fanding at thy door, and knocking, crying, calling 
there, Open to me, and 1 will ſave thee? Doſt thou 
pot feel his Spirit yet ſtriving with thee ? Doſt thou not 
ſee Mercy hath net yet delivered thee into the hands of 
Juſtice , and to God's fiery Indignation ? Here thou 
ee while others are lying, rowling in a Lake of 
burning Brimſtone; Doth nor his Grace ſtill woo thee 
for thy Love £ Doth nos his Goodneſs ſtill intreat thee, 
end his Patience ſtill wait upon thee ? If thou wilt be holy, 
yet thou mayeſ# z, if thou wilt have Mercy, Mercy thou 
mayeſt have 5 and if thou wilt have the fruit and bene- 
fits of Chriſt's Death, as yet it is not too late. Is not 
this enough to melt an heart of ſtone ? To break an 
heart as hard as adamant ? To diſſolve thee into tears ? 
to kindle and inflame thy love ? And with admiration 
Cauſe thee to cry out and ſay, Is this thy Mercy, Lord 
to me to me! to me that have ſolong abuſed thy Grace, 
deſpiſed thy Mercy, and ſlighted thy Love! To me, 
that have lied ſo long, and never loved thee! To me, 
that might have been damned before this day, and ſo 
have been ſhit up under an impoſſibility of Salvation by 


thy Blood, and bloody Sufferings! Yea, have bad the 


hatred of my heart fixed upon thee, and Love never 
vent towards thee! But foraſmuch as thou art pleaſed to 
this day to follow me with thy Calls of Mercy, with the 
Entreaties of thy Grace ; and (till the voice of Love ts 
ſounding in my ears, and thou ſayeſt to me, If thouwilt 
love me, I will pardon thee 3 if thou at laſt wilt give me 
thy heart, I will be thy Saviour, it is long that T have wait- 


ed, but if now thou wilt hearken and conſent, all ſhall be 


thine own; my Righteouſneſs ſhall be thine,vy Merits ſhall te 
thinemy Spirit ſhall be thine, and Heaven (ball be thine. O 
Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed Lord\ I cannot withſtand this pleading Low, 


Tcan no longer gainſay this expoſtulating Grace. I haywith C 
but now T1 cannot ; I have, but now I will not. ThLover 
Sayeſt that Thou wilt yet be mine, and the Bleſſings of t\Gold © 
Covenant may yet be mine, and Heaven it ſelf may ySaphire 


be mine» Deareſt Lord | thou haſt won my heart, th 


haſt got my Love, and loTpgive it all to thee, I place 


all upon thee. 


SECT. VL. 
The Fifth Requiſite of Love to Chriſt, 
F72: This Love to Chrilt includes higheſt / 


luation of hin, greateſt eſtimation, which 


appretiating Love; for can we love him, and nc 
prize him? Or can we love him moſt, and ni 
prize him moſt? Or do you ule to deſpiſe a thi 
or perſon, and yet love him ? To have meay, loy 
and undervaluing thoughts of one, and yer lo 
him more than another whom you do more high 


eſteem and value? Doth not the Worldling th gi 


loves his Money more than other things, value: 
above other things ? Doth not the Ambitious pe 
{on, that loves his Honour and his Credit more th: 
other things, ſtand upon it, and eſteem it mo 
than other things? And will it not be fo with hi 
that loveth Chriſt? Oc is not he a Curſed man ih 
valueth ay thing above Chriſt, and eſteems it mo 
than Chriſt ? As Chriſt is precious to him that do 


Believe, 1 Pet. 2.7. ſo he is to him that Lowe 


Pearls are valued but as Pebbles, and Diamonds! 
Dirt, and Diadems as Dung, by a man that love 
Chriſt, when they ſtand in competition for our Lot 
Wl 
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-. T haywith Chriſt. Tn the praQtical judgment of a ſincere 
ot TxLover of Chriſt, Chriſt cannot be valued with the 
75 of (Gold of Ophir, with the precious Onyx, or the 
* may ySaphirez the Gold. and the Chryſtal cannot equal 
art, thihim, and he would not exchange him for Jewels of 
' place ifine Gold : Wirth him no mention ſhall be made of 


Coral, or of Pearl; for the Worth of Chriſt is 
above Rubies ; Tue Topaz of Ethiopia doth not 


equal him, neither ſhall the pureſt Gold, or the 
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moſt refined Silver be weighed in the balance of his 
judgment, to be preferred before Chrilt : For to 
him he is more precious than Rubies : And all the 
things the heart of man can deſire beſides him, are 
not to be compared with him: For Chriſt is that 
Treaſure hid in a field, which when this Lover hath 
found, for joy thereof he goeth and :lleth all that 
he hath, and buyeth thar field. He is that goodly 
Pearl of great Price, which when found, all ſhall be 
lefr, orloſt, and parted with, that this might be 
odtained, at. 13. 44, 45, 46» And what a man 
gives all for, he values that more than all he giveth 
Or It. 

Can that man be judged to love Chriſt, that va- 
Ives his corruptible Silver above the incomparable 
Saviour * That eſteemeth Earth above Heaven ? 
And the Creature more than God? Or is not he 
deſervedly to be reckoned an Anathema, that ſhall 
eſteem the Droſs of this World, abovethe Darling 
of Got ? Or thick Clay aboye him that doth excel 
the cleareſt Chryſtal > Oc the things of Time, 
which are only for Time, aboye that Chriſt that is 
a Good for all Eternity ? | 


SECT. 
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SECT. VIE 
The Sixth Requiſite of Love to Chriſt. 


Sg xthly, This Love to Chriſt takes in the Perm 
nent Polition of the Will, the ſetled Inclinatio 
of the heart towards the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Fo 
what elſe is Love, but the Volition cf the ration: 
Appetite ? Or the Will's Volition of Good, appr: 
hended by the Underſtanding. Or the WilFs chuſin 
of him, and adhering to him. Averſation of th 
Will from Chriſt, is no better than hating of him 
For as Volition and Complacency is Love, fo Ne 
lition and Diſplicency is hatred. 

Can a man Love Chriſt, and yet not Will him; 
Can he love him, and yer not chuſe him ? Canh 
love him,and the Will refuſe him? Was Nilling eve 
accounted loving ? or turning of the Heart froma 
Object, ever taken for the cloſing. with it ? or isi 
not a contradiftion ? will not, and love not, is al 
One. John 5. 40. Ye will nt come to me— 42. Thun 
you, that ye have not the love of God in you. What! 
the Object of the love of che Heart, is the Obje& 
the choice of the Will : and ſuch as is the choice 
your Wills, ſuch are ye : If thy Will chuſe th 
World before Chriſt, I dare boldly call thee: 
worldly many or Pleaſures before Chriſt, 1 dar 
confidently declare thee a voluptuous man ; but! 
Chriſt before all other things, I may term thee: 
truly gracious man. | 

Suppoſe then the World, and the Riches theres) 
the Honours, and the Pleaſures of it, were ſet 0 
the one hand, and Chriſt on the other, which woul 
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you really chuſe ? It is an eaſie thing to think and 
ſay, you would chuſe Chriſt, and not the world 3 
but my queſtion is, Which you would really chaſe ? 
Canſt thou fay, and appeal to God that knows thy 
heart; Lord, thou that knoweſt all things, thou 
knoweſt that I chuſe Chriſt before Riches, Chriſt 
before Pleaſures, Liberty, Life, or any thing that is 
dear unto me in this world. Thou knowelſt that I 
would rather have Chriſt without the World, than 
the World without Chriſt; I would rather have 
the Lord Jeſus with Diſgrace, with Poverty, and 
with the Croſs, than all the Treaſures of the world, 
This muſt be a man's Will, and this muſt be a man's 
Choice, or cannot be ſaid to have ſincere Loye to 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


_— 


SECT. VII. 


The Seventh Requiſite in Love to Chriſt ; or the Since= 
rify of it. 


CO—_—_ This Love conſiſts in the prevasling and 
predominant degrees of AﬀfeFions unto Chriſt: Fox 
if he be not loved above all, he is not ſincerely lo- 
yed at all. There might be love of other things 
ſubordinate with the Love of Chriſt, but not co. 
ordinate or equal with it, much leſs ſuperior to it. 
You might love your Friends, and love your En- 
joyments, and love the Comforts of your life, but 
you muſt love Chriſt :r-: +. The love of theſe muſt 
be ſwallowed up in the tvvye of Chriſt, and be ſub- 
ordinate unto it, 

But you may ſay, This is that offenſive Doftrine 
that makes the difference betwixt common and 
ſpecial 
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ſpecial Grace, to be only gradual, and not ſpecifical ; 
and God forbid that we ſhould thiak that God 
will damn a man for want of further degrees of 
Grace, when he hath it in truth and kind, and the 
degrees do not vary the kind. 


1. Thedegrees do not vary nor alter the kind in 


things zatural, but they may, and do, in things 
moral. For Example, The degrees of Reaſon, a- 
cuteneſs of Wit, ſolidity of Judgment, that one 
man might have, more than another man, doth not 
make him more a man as to his Species or kind, than 
another man that is in thoſe reſpeCts inferior to him; 


for both ( quoad Speciem) as to Kind, are men; . 
have the Human Nature,and the ſpecifical difference 


whereby they are diſtinguiſhed from things of any 
other kind : but yet degrees might make a ſpecifical 
difference in morals, where the aC as natural is 
ſtill of the ſame kind. For inſtance: In eating and 
drinking little or much, the natural act of both is 
ſtill the ſame ;z but in morality, if a man eat and 
drink for quantity and quality according to the 
rules and guidance of Prudence, and no more 


Chis is a virtue called Temperance; but if in de-/ 


grees he doth exceed, and eateth more, and drink- 


eth more than that Mediocrity, quoad nos, preſcri- ! 
bed by Prudence ( in which the nature of this Vir- 
tue 4oth conſiſt ) doth admit of, then though eat-. 


i2' :1d drinking conſidered Phyſically, be of the. 
ſa: Kind, yet in a moral reſpect it alters the kind, 


and is called quite by another name, viz. Intempe- 


rance, Gluttony, and Drunkennels. : 
2. The degrees of Loye might be conſidered un 
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1. In reſpeCt of other Lovers of Chriſt; of which 
one might have degrees of Love that is ſincere, 
more and aboye what another man might have, 
whoſe Love is yet ſincere: And of this More, or 
degree of Love, is Chriſt's queſtion to Peter to be. 
underſtood, John 2 1. 15. Simon, ſon of Jonas, Lo- 
veſt thou me more than theſe ? viz. Other Diſciples 
love me ; where the comparative More, reſpects 
THESE as other Apents in Love, or Lovers; 
and therefore Peter aniwers in the Poſazve, | love 
thee z not in the Comparative, More than they all do 
love thee. But the Comparative, More, doth not 
reſp:t THESE, as the Object of Peter's Love, 
as if Chriſt had asked, Loveſt thou me, more than 
thou loveſt theſe : To which, doubtleſs, Peter could 
have readily replied, Tea, Lord, T love thee more than 
T love theſe, or all men or things in this world : And 
in this ſenſe God doth not damn any for want of 
more degrees of Love, orother Graces. 

2. Degrees of Love might be conſidered in re- 
ſpect of the things loved, or the object of our Love. 
That the word, More, means, Do you love Chrilt 
more than the IYorld, Sin, Self; or do you love 
Theſe more than Chriſt? And then, I ſay, this Do- 
arine is ſo far from being offenſive, that I judge is 
is of great concernment, and neceſlary for every 


* Man that hath a Soul that muſt be damned or ſaved, 


to know and underſtand; For I do not fear to ſay, 
for want of theſe degrees of Love, whereby a 
man's Loveis leſs to Chriſt,than to the World,and 
Sin, and carnal Self, God- will ſurely damn him. 
Doth this grate upon any Chriſtian ears, That a 
man that Joyeth not Chriſt, more than Sin, and 
more than Pleaſures and Profits, hath no ſincere 

D Love 
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Love to Chriſt, nor ſhall be ſaved by tim? Surely 
luch a man would judge in ancther calc, 1 he had 
a Wife that loves him, vet loves another nan more 
than himſelf, ſhe had not ſincere Corjugal Love to 
him. ; 

3. The plaineſt, fulleſt, and, I hope, no offen- 
{ive Anſwer, ſhall be the Words of Chrift himi-1F, 
ſhewing wherein ſincerity of Love to bim doth cog 
tit, at. 10. 37. He that loveth father or mother more 
than me, is not worthy of mz; and he that loveth ſon or 
aaughter more than me, 1s rot worthy of me. 39. And 
he that tazeth not his croſs, and followeth after me, 15 nat 
worthy ef Me. 39, He that findeth hi; life (ball loſe it, 
and he that liſcth his life for my ſuke, ſhall find it. And 
ail the love to all inferior tings, 1a coinpariton of 
the cegrecs of love we ſhould rave ro Cliriit, more 
than unto theſe, is rather Hatred than Love, Luke 
14. 26. If any man come to me, and hate not his fas 
ther, and mother, and wife, and chilaren, and bretiren, 
and ſiſters, yea, and his own life alſs, be caxnot be my 
diſciple. Wha Interpretation can thete wores bear? 
This? That no real Diſ.iple of Chriſt may or 
ought to have true love to Fither or Niotiierg: Bro- 
ther or Siſter, Wiie and Cnildren, cr to his own 
Life? Abſurd and irreligious jenic 5 being contrary 
to the Law of Nature, and Coriivs conitant Do- | 
Ctrine in his Word, What then? "Enis ? That a 
truc Diſciple of Curiſt muſt and onghe to Iove 
tneſ2 things leſs than Chrift, and Chritt with more 
(ti!) they be prevailing ) degrees; anc Love in the 
heart to Chrilt (be like the Biais to the Bw), that) 
make 1t incline more to Chriſt than to ai} other 
, things : This is that which is aſſerted 4 and being 
The tcnſe of Chrilt's Words, I hope, will not offend 
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any that have more Love to Chriſt, than to all theſe 
things 3 and for th? reſt, that love theſe things 
more than Chriſt, they ſhall find rhat for this very 
thing, Chriſt with them will be offended. 


EEC FHF. M6 
The Eighth Requiſite in Love to Chriſt. 


Tehthly, This Love chuſeth Chriſt for bimſelf, and 
for the Excellency of his own Perſon; tho not 
with the cxcluſion of cur own Benefit and Salvarion 
by him. - Our own Benefits by Chriſt migic be look- 
ed at by the returning foul at firſt, as oraine prima, 
but not quoad dignitatem pracipua & ultima. The 
Soul mignt firſt-be allured and drawn to look after 

Chriſt, and to love him, by the conſidcration of 
the matchleſs Good and Benefits it might have by 
him, which the convinced ſinner feeth he can find 
in no other ; but in proceſs of time, and in his. 
progreſs in the way to Heaven, he learns and 
ſees that Excellency and Beauty in Chritt, that he 
is in himſelf more amiable than all the Objects of 
his former Loye. 

To ask therefore, Whether we are to love Chriſt 
for himſelf, or for his Benefits we have by him? is 
to propound a queſtion which yet I have not obſer- 
ved in the Scripture, nor disjunCctively anſwered 
therein ; ror one is ſubordinate to the other, and 
ſubordinata non ſunt oppoſita, nec pugnant. 1 am to 
love Chriſt for himſelf, and for the Goodneſs, Ex- 
cellency, and Amiableneſs of his own Perſcn; and 
I am toloye Chriſt for the good I haye received by 
2&2 him 


36 Loveto CHRIST 


him, and for the benefits I hope further for his ſake 
to be made partaker of ; and the one is an help un- 


to the other : Though 1 am to love Chriſt more. 
for himſelf, than for my advantage by him z yet- 


in loving of him, I do not conceive I amto caſt 
away the conlideration of the benefits by him. 
As we ſhould not put the ſeeking of God's Glory, 


and our own Salvation, in oppoſition, but in ſubordina- 


7107, tho God's Glory and the pleaſing of his Will be 
the ultimate end, and our Salvation ro be ſought by 
vs inorder thereunto: Wherefore in ſecking atter an! 


- evidence of Grace,and Title to Heaven, I think it is 


a needleſs and unwarrantable puzzling of our ſelves; 
and. that which hath ſorely affited ſome graciou 
perſons, and filled them with unneceſſary doubts, 
and fears, and torments of mind, to demand of out 
ſelves, Whether we could be content to be damwd, ti 
go to Hell, to ſuffer everlaſting Torments, and the burn 
ng, fiery, flaming Wrath of God poured out upon th 
damned, ſo that God may be thereby glorified, | (hal 
forbear to judge the ſtate of my Soul by this, as: 
Character of Grace, and Preaching of it unto 
others, till ſome ſhail ſhew me this is propounded 
in the Goipel as a Condition of the Pardon of nj 
Sin, and the Salvation of my Soul, which hithert 
1 have not obſerved; For how can 1 earneſtly de 
ſire to be Saved, and yet be willing and content t 
be Damned ? Long to be with him, and yet cov 
tent to be for ever ſeparated from him ? I do fin 
God threatens men with Hell, to awaken them ti: 
look after Heaven, and deliverance from Hel, 
but I do not find God propounding as a condition 
Salvation, to be content to go to Hell, that nt 
might be reccivedup to Heayen, That 1 leave 
Joat 
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loathe my fin, repent and turn to God, believe and 
love him above all, thankfully accept him for my 
Lord and Saviour, is plainly required ſrom me ; 
and upon the ſincere performance of theſe conditi- 
ons, and perſevering therein unto the end of my 
life, for Chriſt's ſake, beloved and believed on, I 
may comfortably, weil-groundedly hope, wait for, 
and expect through the Riches and Freeneſs of his 
Grace, Everlaſting Happineſs. 

In like-manner, | judge it a perplexing queſtion, 
Whether we ſhould love Chriſt for himſelf, or for 
the Benefits by him. Lord, help me to loye Chriſt 
for himſelf, and for all the good I have and hope 
for by him ; but the one ſubordinately, the other 
ultimately; for ſuch love I read there was in Da- 
vid, Pal. 116. 1. 7 love the Lord, becauſe he hath heard 
my vosce and my ſupplications. 


SEC TH 4 
The Ninth Requiſtte in Love to Chriſt. 


Inthly, Sincere Love to Jeſus Chrift doth re- 
ſpect him, and is placed upon him, as he is 
Prophet, Prieſt, and King, In which reſpeCt, the love _ 
of Hypocrites and carnal Goſpellers, doth fail and 
come ſhort. Moſt will profeſs love to Chriſt, as he 1s 
Jeſus, a Saviour, to deliver them from the Guilt of 
Sin, and Puniſhment of Hell, and the Wrath that 
i5to come ; but will not love him, nor have him, 
as a Teacher and a Ruler. As if a woman ſhould 
love her husband, as he makes proviſion for her, 
and doth protect her from wrongs and injuries z 
D 3 but 
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_ as he 1s her Head, to guide, to rule and govern 

r, ſo ſhecannot er dure him: Would you nor in 
fe a caſe cry ont agaialt ſuch love, and lay, this is 
but partial and pretended love? And do not you 
ice 101 deal as deceitfully and hypocritically with 
Cizriſt, when in one reſpect you fay you like and 
love him, but-indeed in other reſpccts you do dil- 
like and nate him £ And do-you think that Chrilt 
will ſave yeu from Hell, if he do not fave you from 
your ſins? That he will wake you happy, if you 
be never holy? Or do you nope that he will bring 
you to Heaven, witheur your being made meet and 
fic for Heaven? Doth nor your own Reaſon and 
Conſcience , if you conſult them, condemn fuch 
hopes of happineſs, that is built upon ſuch partial 
Love ? Muſt S: be loved as a Lord, and Chriſt loved as 
a Saviour ? Do you think if Sin be your Lord, 
Chriſt will be your Saviour ? What is the meaning 


then that the Obje&t of ſuch love, that you mult 


have, if you would not be Azathema, in the Text 
is fet down, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt? What meaneth 
hen that ſlaughter ar the laſt day, among them 
that never would ſubmit to Chriſt as Lord and Ruler, 
nor love him in that relation 2 Whom Chriſt looks 
upon 19t. as Lovers of him, but as Enemies to bim 
anc will deal with them, not as Lovers, but as Fne- 
mics, Lub.19.27. Brit thoſe mine enemies which would not 
that 1 ſhould reign over them, bring hither, and ſlay them 


before zo. Var is the meaning £ thengthat Lord and Sa= 


viour, 10 Eten 41 Scripture w vith a Conjunction Co- 
Putative arc pur togeti.er, if as tie Object of your 
_ they are t5 be xe parted alunder ? Rom. 8. 39. 

G6 7. 26 t Cor, i1--2. 1 Core 15. $7. 2 Core Ie 2. 
Gal. PET En, I, 2, 3% Phil. 1. 2» Col. I.2, 1 The. 
I. I» 


Neceſſary for All. 39 
ft. 1, and 2. 1, 26: 1 Tim; 1. 2. ad 2. 1,2 To» kc 

1. it Pet; 1. 3. and 2 Pet. 1. 1,2. In theſe 
Fexts and ay more, Lord and Saviour, Lord and 
Feſes, Lord Feſers Chriſt, are lt togetiicr, aud in all 
Lacte refG-otts propounded £0 us, to be loved and 
received by us, it we would have Grace, . Mercy, 
and Peace from God, avd S:lvation by him : And 
as he is offered, ſo lic muit be loved and accepred, 
or you muſt go without bim and his benefits for 
CVCIs 
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The Tenth Requiſite to Love to Chriſt, or the Worker 
| of it. 


Enthly, This Loye to Chriſt 1s wrought by the 
Powerful Operation of the Spirit of God upon the 
heart. For tho there is Afzetion of Love naturally 
in all men, v<t there is noc the Grace of Love natu» 
rally in any ran. There is love to ſia, and to the 
world, and there might be love of man to man, 
and fome common love in man to God, by ſome 
common workings of th2 Spirit ; but there can be 
no ſpecial Sxvins Love to Jeſus Chriſt, bur by the 
ſ{necial Operations of the Holy Guo, IC 15 a 
Fiower that doth not grow in Natures Garden, bur 
is planted by the Spiric of Gol: Therefore ſpirt- 
tual holy Love iz ſaid to be a fruit of the Spirit, 
Gal. 5.22, And if any, ſuch ſurely is ſincere and 
faving Loye 0 Cirilt, 
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The Eleventh Thing required in it. 


* Leventhly, This Love includes a Reſignation of 4 
man's ſelf to Chriſt, without reſervation of any 
thing he ts or hath, unto hiniſelf. A Lover of Chrilt 
dotin ſo deyote, decicate, and give up himſelf un- 
feignedly to Chriſt, as to his rightful Owner, and 
bountiful BenefaCtor, that he looks upon himſelf 
to be Chriſt's, more than his own ; to live to Chriſt, 
and not to himſelf, and to ſeek Chriſt in all, and 
not himſelf. As in Conjugal Love there is a mutual 


giving each to other ; the one, I give my ſelf to , 


thee ; the other, and I give my ſelf to thee; ſo in 
this holy Spiritual Love between: Chriſt and the 
Soul, Chrilt gives himſelf unto the Soul, and ſays, 
I am thine, my Righteonſneſs is thine, my Merits 
are thire, and all my Benefits ſhall be thine : So the 
Soul in love with Chriſt, ſaith, Lord, I give my 
ſelf to thee, my Underſtanding ſhall be thine, my 


Will, my Heart, my Eſtate, my All ſhall be thine, 


at thy. Command, at thy Diſpoſal, for me to have, 
co uſe, toleave or loſe, as thou ſhalt pleaſe. Cart. 
2. 16. My beloved is mine, and I am his. Hol, 2. 23, 
Twill bave mercy upon her that had not obtained mercy 
and I will ſay to them which were not my people, Thok 
art my people; apd they ſhall ſay, Thou art my God, 
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The Workings of this Love, as it is Delighting, Deſs 
Ting, Or Mourning Love. 


hee When all this is done, the Soul doth 
Delight in Chriſt, if preſem; Deſireth after him, 
if abſent ; or mourneth for him, if it cannot find him. 
One of theſe Three ways Love wall diicover it ſelf, 
There are Three ſorts of Love. 


Firſt, Delighting Love; If a man finds Chriſt's 
gracious quickning Preſence in his Soul, diſco- 
vering and manifeſting himſelf and Love unto him z 
he rejoiceth init more than in all Riches, and ſaith, 
My Life is a Pleaſure, my Heart is filled with Com- 
for, my Soul with Heavenly Delights. Pal. 4. 6. 
There be many that ſay, Who will ſbew us any good? Lord 
lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us. 7. Thou 
haſt put gladneſs in my heart, more than in the time 
that their corn and their wine increaſed, Cant. 2. 3. As 
the apple-trees among the trees of the wood, ſo 1s my 
beloved among the ſons. I ſate down under his ſhadow 
with great delight, and hi fruit was ſweet unto my taſte. 
4» He brought me into the banquetting-houſe, and his 
banner over me was love. John 20. 16.. Jeſus ſaith un- 
to her, Mary, ſhe turned her ſelf, and ſaith unto him, 
Rabbon, which is to ſay, Maſter. 18. Mary Magdalen 
came and told the diſciples, That ſhe had ſees the Lord, 
and that be had ſpoken theſe things unto her. 20. And 
when he had ſo ſaid, { Peace be unto you ) he ſhewed 
unto them his hands and bu fide. Then were the diſciples 
glad when they ſaw the Lord. Se- 
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Secondly, Defirins Love: If Carift be withdrawn, 


the Soul dach long,dotit pant, doth thirft, 2nd cannot © 


ret 0 Chritt rernens; 1 whither is wy Beloved 
gone? were it Lick tim? when ſhail 1 find bim? 


bow Jonginow Tong w ll it be! 0h ſtay me with flagons, 
comfort me with apples, for I am ſick of love, Gar, 2.5, 


And Pſil. 42.1. 4s the heart panteth afier the water- 
brooks, ſo panteth my ſ»ul after thee, O God, 2. My 
ſoul thir/teth for Ga1, for the living God ; when ſhall I 


come and appear vefore God e Plal. 63.1. O God, thou © 
art my God, early will T ſee thee : my ſoul thirſteth for . 


thee, my fl:ſh longeth jor thee — Plal, 84.2, Jy ſoul 
longeth , yea even {ainteth for the courts of the Lord: 
my heart and my fl:ih crieth out for the living God. 


N73 PN ND the firlk word is the Ridex, Or | 


primitive word, from whence cometh a word tint 
liznifieth Sdlver ; V/honce | note, that as a min that 
loveri Silver, Ceſiterth Silver; ſor man that loyeth 

ariſt, defireth Caridt, Oh bleſſed Love, whereby 
a man loverh Corift, and defireth Chritt with that 
earneſt, ardent, continual love, as a Lover of the 
World loveti and delireth the Silver, and Gold, 
and the Rickes of the World ! the other word tran- 


ſlated fainteth, :nifieth to be conſumed 3 arnxvouſly | 


to expect, q. d. My ſoul deſireth, yea alſo defireth \, 
conſumed with deſires after God. 

Thirdly, Mourning Love: Tie Soul doth grieve, 
and is fi'ied with ſorrow, when it hath not the thing 
that it doth deſire. Alas ! that I ſhould po from 
Duty to Daty. to look for Chrift, and cannot find 
him; to {:ck kim, but cannot fre him! Alas! it 
grievcs, it £72405 and weeps, for the abſence of its 
beloved Lord. In company you might ſee his tears; 
in ſecret, were you near him, you might hear his 
groan; 
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groans, and bitter ſorrowful complaints, My Lord 


' is gone 3 my Love, the dearly beloved of my Soul, 
- carrieth himſelf as a ſtranger to me : Like Mary, 


John 20. 13. They ſaid unto ber, Woman, why weepeſt 
thou ? (he ſaith unto them, Becauſe they have taken away 


my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him. 


he {um of all theſe Parrticulais onening the na- 
ture of this Love,» 10.7 contracted and laid togerher, 
make vp tis Det-ription, 


S$S E ©&-T. AFC. 
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The Deſcription of Love to Chriſt. 


OVE to Ciriſt is a ſ9>ccial Grace wrovght in 
the hearc by che Spirit of God, Inlighrning 
re mind, whereiy the Soul diſcenring the 1acompa- 
rable goodnels, juitabicnels and communicability of 
Coriſt uato him, 2nd in his judgment having a ſu- 
peil:tive valuation of kim, the Will doth chule him 
before all z primarily for hi:nfe!f, and ſecondarily 
for his Beacfits : and giving to him the predominant 
degrees of his Aﬀections, reſigneth himlielf to Chriſt 
ia ail his Oices ; delighting in him, if preſent $ 
defiring aſter him, if abtentz or mourning for him, 
if he cannot find him, 
This is the Love you muſt have to Chriſt, if you 
would nct be Arathema, accurſed when the Lord 
ſhall come. 
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CHAP. NM. 


Ten Arguments that prove the Neceſſity of thi 
. Love to Chriſt, for the avoiding of the 
Curſe, 


O TH it need any further proof than the 


Text it ſeif? what other conſtrution can 


you make of it? If you believe that this is the 


Word of God, and that God's Word is true, hoy, 
can you queſtion , whether a Non-Fover of Chriſt 


ſhall be a curſed Wretch at the coming of the Lord? 
but .you love not Chriſt, and yet you hope to be 
bleſſed when he comes 3 you have no ſincere love 
co him, and yet per {ade your ſelves your Cond; 
tion is good for the preſent . and ſhall eſcape the 
Curſe hereafter, What ! againſt the plain Aſler- 
tions of the Word of God ? Will not you only bear 
me down, that you ſhall be bleſſed ; but will you 
allo bear down Paul; nay, and God himſelf too, 
that ic is well with you now, and ſhall go well with 
you at the coming of the Lord, and after that for 
ever ? Miſerable men ! that have no other hope 
that they ſhall eſcape the Curſe, but that God ſhould 
not be true, and his Word ſhould not be true, and 
all his Servants that come and preach to them in hi 
Name, and warn them of this Curſe, do not delive' 
the very truth unto them : But whether you wil 
hear, or whether you will forbear, I will proceed t0 
evidence-this truth to you by theſe following Arg! 
ments, ; : 
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Arg, 1. He that loves not Chriſt , 1s not in Chriſt 3 
be that is not in Chriſt, 4s in his ſms 5 he that is in his 
fins is accuſed, therefore he that loves not Chriſt, is ac- 
curſed ; And being found ſo when he comes, ſhall be 
curſed at his coming. He that hath no ſincere love 
to Chriſt, hath ſtil] his old Heart, and bis old Love 
remaining in him; and he that hath his old Heart, 
is not in Chriſt: 2 Cor. 5. 17. If any man be in 
Chriſt, he is a new creature, old things are paſt away 3 
behold, all things ars become new. p 

Can you be in Chriſt, and not the love of Chriſt 
be in you? Can you be in Chriſt, and your heart 
turn away from Chriſt ? Can you be in Chriſt, while 
your heart is ſet againſt Chriſt? and is not your hearc 
againſt him, while you have no love for him? can 
there be any Union, where there is no liking Aﬀe- 
tion ? doth not hatred keep at the greateſt di- 
ſtance, and maintain the wideſt ſeparation ? 

If you be not in Chriſt, can you bring foith any 
Fruit pleaſing unto God ? Foh.15. 4. — As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of it ſelf, except it abide in the vine, 
mo more Can ye, except ye abide in me: And if you 
bring forch no fruit,ſhall you not be caſt into the fire? 
Foh. 15. 6. If a man abide not in me, be us caſt forth as 
a branch, and is withered, and men gather them, and 
caſt them into the fire, and they are burnt: And are 
you ſuch as ſhall be caſt into the fire, and flames of 
Hcll, and are you not in a curſed, dangerous, and 
miſerable Condition ? Can a bad Tree bring forth 
good Fruit? and if it do not, is it nor for the 
fire ? Mar. 3. 10. And now alſo the 4: *« laid to the 
root of the trees 3; therefore every tree which bringeth 

not forth good fruit, is hewen down, and caſt into the 


fire, 
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fire. Hath not the rain of heavenly Dodtrine drop. | 


ped upon you, and yct do you bring forth any thing 


but Briars and Thorus, when you have no love to 


Chriſt? and are you not then rejefted, and your 
end to be burned ? and is tizen the Curſe far from 
you ? Heb. 6. 7. The earth which drinketh in the rain 
that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet 
for them by whom it ts dreſſed, receiveth bleſſins from 
God; 3. But that which beareth thorns and briars, # 
rejetted, and is nigh unto curſing, whoſe end 15 to be 
burned : and when you come to that end, will you 
not then acknowledge your ſelves to be Anathema ? 


Arg. 2. He that loveth not Chriſt, is under the curſes 
of the Law; therefore he that loveth not Chriſt, is 
accurſed : For if ail the Curſcs of the Law lighting 
and abiding upon a man, will prove a man an ac- 
curſed man, the man that hath no ſincere love to 
Chciſt,mult be the man.For tho the Law as aCovenant 
be not in force, ſo that we are not to ſeek Salvation 
by it 3 yet the penaliy and threatnings of the Law 
are in full power againſt that man that ſubmitreth 
not to Chriſt, according to the Covenant of Grace; 
for though Chriſt was made a Curſe to redeem us 
from the Curſe, yet thoſe only have rhe ſaving Be- 
nefirs of that Redemption, that have ſound Faith in, 
and unfeigned ſincere love to Jeſus Chriſt. If by 


the Law you would eſcape the Curſe threatned by 


the Law, you muſt do every thing contained in the 
Liw. Gal. 3.10. ——Curſed ts every one that continueth 
nt in all things which are written in the book of the law 
to do them: You cannot do any one thing required 
in the Law, as preſcribed by the Law, and yet ſo 
ſlight Chriſt, that you will not ſo much as love _ 
an 
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and Kill think you are exempred from the Curſe of 
the Law. Gog! will convince you £0 the coutrary ; 
and except you haſten to Jove Chriit before you die, 
th: Flames of Hell viii convince you to the con- 
erarys but is would be your ſafer way now by 
the Word of God to be corvinced to the con- 
tracy. 


Arp. 3. ff that loveth nt eſis Coriſt ſracerely, is 
render condemnation by the Goſpel - FThciciorc he that 
Loveth not Carilt, is accurted. The Goipt! taken 
for the whole DcErine of Chriſt, hath Its t£rrible 
tidings, as well as comortable z Threatinings as well 
as P:omiſes ; a Sentence of Damnation, as well as 
of Abtolntion ; and more dreadiul and intolerable 
than theſe of the Law : And to whom Go they be= 
lonz, and upon whom ſhall they be inflifted, if nor 
vpon the Contemners of tte Mcſi>ye of the Golpel ? 
and who. coatewn Tie Goſpci-rcilage more than 
they, that will fot be perſuaded ro love Lae Lord 
Jeſus Chrift ? 

Doth not the Goipel ſet forth Chriſt in his Ex- 
cellency and Bcauty to you ? Doth it not declare 
what he bath ſuffered for you ? Doth it not ell you 


what he hath purchaſed for you, and will b:ſtow 


- 


upon you? and is not all this io gain 5our Love, to 


win your Hearts and Aftions i Chill 2 yer af- 
ter all you ſlight him, and for vis Love, and ior his 
Sufterings, you will nor fo muLy as Irve him. Con- 
ſider {criouſly what Chit faith concerning ſaci : 
Jobn 3.19. nd this us the condemnaiton, itt 1:7 ht is 
come into the world, ana men teved aarknejs rater than 
light, becanſe their deeds wire evil. E002 LAW CON 
demn you, you mig!t ave rccourie 19th Golpel 

but 
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but if the Goſpel condemn you, whither will yor 
go for ſuccour * | 


Arg. 4+ There is no way ordained by God for Final- 
Non- Lovers of Chriſt, to eſcape the puniſhment of Sin, 
and the Torments of Hell therefore ſuch are in an 
accurſed damnable Condition. When man had 
broken the Covenant of Works, God ſent bis Son 
to die, and ſatisfy for the breach of that Covenant, 
ſo that Salvation is not impoiti»le ; and the eſcas 
ping of the threatned Curle, is not impoſſible : And 
though you have ſinned againſt the Goſpel by not 
loving of Chriſt hitherto 3 yet Chriſt hath ſo far ſa 
tisfied for ſins againſt the Goſpel, that npon your 
acceptance of Chriſt, you might have Remiſlion and 
Salvation: but-if you die without Love to Chriſt 
and Faith in him, Chriſt did not ſatisfy for that Sin, 
nor die for the explating of the final violation of the 
Covenant of Grace, or for the fina-non-perfor- 
mance of the Conditions thereof: So that you ſin 
againſt . the very remedy prepared to help Sinners 
out of their Miſery 3 and can you be ſaved that h- 
nally refuſe the Saviour ? Can you eſcape the Curſe, 
that t6 the laſt gaſp reje& the only Remedy ; for 
beſides this there is no other. Jeb. 10. 26. For if 
we fin wilfully after that we have received the knowleage 
of the truth, there remaineth no more ſacrifice for ſin: 
27. But acertain fearful looking for of judgment, and 
fiery indignation, that ſhall devour the Adverſaries. 
28. He that deſpiſed Moſes's law, died without mercy, , 
under two or three witneſſes. 29. Of how much ſorer 
puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall be be thought worthy, who 
bath trodden under foot the Son of Gd, and hath cont 
ed the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was ſanttifiea, 

al 
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Arg. 5. He that bath no love to Chriſt, hath no faith 
in Chriſt ; be that hath no faith in Chriſt, # condemned, 
he that ts condemned, us in a miſerable curſed condition 5 
therefore he that doth not love Chriſt, is ſo. Sound 
Faith, and ſincere Love, are inſeparable Graces. 
Thole that are Non-Lovers of Chriſt, are Unbe- 
lievers, and Unbelieyers are condemned men. Foh. 3. 
18; He that belseveth on him, ts not condemned; but he 
that believeth not, 1s condemned already, becauſe he hath 
220t believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 
Oh pity your Children, your Parents, your Friends 
and Neighbours, that love not Chriſt ; for being 
deſtitute of Love, they are void of that Faith that 
is a condition of Salvation; and being void of that, 
are condemned Perſons. 


Arg. 6. Thoſe that have not ſincere love to Chriſt, 
are in the ſame condition in which they were born, and 
you all ſay that 1u an accurſed damnable condution;, For 
by nature all are children of wrath, Eph. 2. 3. and 
Children of wrath are curſed Children. Some are 
ſo ignorant, as to ſay, they have loved Chriſt ever 
ſiace they were born, as if they were born with loye 
in their hearts to Chriſt ; whereas love to Chriſt is 
not in us by the Firſt Birth, but by the Second g not 
by the Natural, but by the Spiritual Birth. Our 


_ State by Nature is a State of bitterneſs and bonds 3 


as bitter as gaul, Act. $. 23. And while you are in 
a Stite of Nature, the World hath your Love, and - 
Sin hath your Love, therefore Chriſt is not the Ob- 
ject of it ; for the World and Chriſt, Sin and Chriſt, 
E cannot 
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e#nnot at the ſame time, by the ſame man, be ſy. | 


perlatively loved : It muſt then be granted that 
you were born without love to Chriſt ; and being 
In the ſame condition in which you were born, you 
have lived hitherto without love to Chriſt; and 
add but a third, that you die without loye to 
Chriſt, and then the next moment after death you 
will ſee, and ſay, your Condition is accurſed. 


Arg. 7. Deceivers in the Worſhip of God are accure 
ſed; thoſe that come to pray, and hear , and not love 
Chriſt, are ſuch Deceivers. All ſuch mens Religious 
Duties and Services are done in deceit and hypo- 
criſy ; they are Deceivers of themſelves, Deceivers 
of other men, and go about to deceive God him- 
ſelf. What is to play the Hypocrite , if this be 
not ? to give God your Words, but not your 
Hearts ? what 1s deceitful dealing if this. be not, 
to gfve God and Chriſt outward Service, and deny 
him your Love? to do the outward Action, and 
withhold from him the inward AﬀeCtion ? would 
you be paid what is owing to you in ſuch Coyn? in 


that which hath the colour and reſemblance of | 


Gold, but underneath is bale Metal ? Would you 
not cry out of ſuch a one as a Deceiver ? and is 
this a fault in men to you? and is it no fault in you 
to God ? are you ready to curſe ſuch a man, and 
' will not God curſe you ? Read Mal. 1. 14. But cur- 
ſed be the decerver, which hath in his flock a male, and 
voweth, and ſacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing: 
For I am a great King, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, and my 
rame u dreadful among the heathen, You bring him 
iome cold Prayers, haye you not an Heart to give 
him? you bring hun ſome outward aſp 
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have not yon inwards Afﬀections to bring him? you 
offer him Words, and deny him your Love. Are 
theſe curſed Doings ? and yet not por, the Doers of 
them, accurſed ? | 


Arp. 8. Robbers and Thieves are accuſed ; Non- 
Lovers of Chriſt are Robbers and Thieves. For whole 
are you ? God's , or your own ? Whoſe by right 
are your Hearts? the World's, or Chriſt's ? Who 
ſhould have your Love as due, to whom doth it 
belong, to the World, or Vanity ; to Self, or 
to Chriſt ? that which you purchaſe, do not you 
call your own? that which you pay dear for, is it 
not your own? and would it not be robbery in ano- 
ther, without your Conſent, to keep it from you ? 
Hath not Chriſt bought you with a price given for 
you, more than you are worth? He made your 


' Hearts to Iove him, and when you defaced them, 


and ſinned away the love of God, did not Chriſt 
buy you? hath not he paid dear to have your Love? 
might you ſer your Love upon what you pleaſe ? 
might you place it upon what Object you liſt ? for 
are not you, Body and Soul, Chriſt's by purchaſe ? 
I Cor. 6. 19. What, know ye net that your body ts the 
temple of the Holy Ghoſt, which ts 1n you, which ye 
have of God, and ye are not your ow? 20. For ye are 
bought with a price ;, therefore glorify God in your body, 
and in your ſpirit, which are God's, Is it nota rob- 
bing of Chriſt, to deny him his own ? and is not he 
that is a Robber of God, and Chriſt, a curſed 
Wretch ? If thou ſhouldeſt rob thyFather,or Mother, 
or aStranger, wouldſt thou not be accounted a vile 
Tranſgreſſor ? how comes it to paſs, that thou rob- 
delt God,. and Chriſt, aod makes no matter of : ? 

2 ut 
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but God doth. 
ye have robbed me But ye ſay, wherein have we robbed 


thee ? in tithes and offerings. 9g, Ye are curſed with a | 
curſe, for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. | 
They are ſaid to rob God in Tithes and Offerings; | 


and you, in your Hearts and Afﬀections. And 
what is the taking away of Tithes, to the taking 
away of the Heart, and loye thereof : and yet God 
curſed them with a Curſe, that is, certainly accur- 
ſed them; how then wilt thou eſcape ? God might 
charge thee, that thou haſt played the Thief with 
him, and haſt ſtoln away thy Love from him ; and 
haſt gone and pawned it for a little Silver, or a fil- 
thy Luſt ; and yet haſt no mind, nor ſerious 
thovght for to get it redeemed, or fetched out of 
Pawn. 


Arg. 9. Thoſe that love not Chriſt, are ſpiritual A- 
aulterers, and go a whoring from God. Do not you 
profeſs to be married to Chriſt ? what ! and give 


your loveto the World, to Pleaſures, to the Strum- ! 


pet Sin? ls that a chaſt Woman that loveth another 
man more than her own Husband ? to loye other 


things more than God, and Chriſt, is called in Scrip- | 


ture, a going a Whoring from God. Hof. 4. 12. A 
playing the harlot. Jer. 3+ 1. Thou haſt played the har- 
lat with many lovers. — Committing adultery, verl. $, 
end are Adultererss Fam. 4. 4. Ye adulterers and 
adultereſſes, know ye not that the friendſhip of this world 
z enmity with God? Whoſoever therefore will be a friend 
of the world, i the enemy of God. A Lover of the 
World is an Enemy of God ; and are not thoſe 
that God taketh for his Enemies, in a bad and mi- 
ſerable condition, and will be worſe when the Lord 
comes. Some 


al. 3.8. Will a man rob God? yet 
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Some pleaſe themſelves with this as an Evidence 
of their good Condition , and hope of Salva- ' 
tion , that they are neither Whores, : nor Thieves; 
but ſuch as love not Chriſt above all, in a Spiritual 
and Scriptural Senſe, are both. Such a one is a 
Thief in robbing God of that Love that is his due ; 
and guilty of ſpiritual Whoredom, in loving other 
things more than Chriſt ; and if you think to ef- 
cape the Curſe, continuing in ſuch Sins, when the 
Lord comes, and you tried at his Bar, ſhall find you 
were wonderfully miſtaken, and meet with a Curſe, 
when you expected a Blcfling. 


Arg, 10. Such as ſhall be commanded to depart from 
Chriſt, and be driven from his glorious preſence, are ac- 
curſed : Final Non- Lovers of Chriſt ſnall be command- 
ed to depart from Chriſt, and be driven from hts gloria 
os preſence. Your Heart that loves not Chrilt, is 
not towards God and Chriſt; and when he comes, 
his Heart ſhall not be towards you : your Heart is 
alienated from Chriſt, and then Chriſt's Heart ſhall 
be alienated from you : While you will not love, 
you ſay in your hearts to Chriſt, depart from us; 
and Chrift will ſay to you, depart ye from me. As 
he that truſteth in the Creature, his heart departeth 
from God; ſo he that loveth the Creature more 
than God, his heart departech from God; and he 
whoſe heart departeth from God, either by truſt- 
Ing to, or loving of the Creature more than God, 
Is accurſed, Fer. 17. 5. Thws ſaith the Lord, Curſed 
be the man that truſteth in man, and maketh fleſh his 
arm, and whoſe heart departeth from the Lord. And 


when Chriſt ſhall command you to depart from 


him, you ſhall find your ſelves in a curſed condition, 
E 3 AMatth. 
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Matth. 25. 40. Such as do not love the Lord Jeſus, 
do not obey the Goſpel, for the Goſpel commands 
your Love; and they that do not obcy the Goſpel 
at Chriſt's coming , ſhall be ſeparated from him ; 
and they that ſhall be ſeparated from him then, 
ſhall find and feel themſelves accurſed. 2 Thefſ. 1.7. 
when the Lord Jeſirs ſhall be revealed from heaven 
with his mighty «Angels; 8. In flaming fire; taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey nit 
the Goſpel of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. g. Who ſhall be 
puniſhed with everlaſting aeſtruition from the preſence of 
the Lord, and from the glory of his power. 

Are you yet convinced of your-deplorable Con- 
dition by reaſon of the want of love to Jeſus 
Chriſt? Do ycu not ſee the Curſe of God hangs 
Over your Soul ? Can you reply to this proof, or 
deny it? or will you ſtill hold to your od Conclu- 
lion, that you ſhall not be thus accurſed ; like to 
what is recor;ed, Deut. 29. 19. end it ſhall come 
70 paſs, when be heareth the words of thas curſe, that 
be bleſs himſeif in &:s heart, ſaying, T ſhall have peace, 
though I walk in the imagination of mine heart, to add 
drunkenneſe to thirſt, Behold, a'man bleſſing him- 
felf, whom the Lord declared accurſed ! Bur what 
then? Is the Curle tie further from him, or the 
Bleſſing nearer to him? Read on Verſe 20. The 
Lord will not ſpare him ; but then the anger of the 
Lord, and ba jealouſie, ſhall ſmoak ageinſt that man, 
and all the curſes that are written in ths hook ſhall lie 
pon him : and the Lord ſhall blot out bus name from 
under heaven : 21. nd the Lord ſhall ſeparate bim 
unto evil, out of all the Tribes of Iſrael, according to 
all the curſes of the Covenant, that are written in ths 
book of the Law. It is but a poor ſhift to lull your 
| | | Con- 
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Conſciences afleep with groundleſs hopes of eſca- 
ping the Curſe , contrary to the expreſs word of 
God, who will not ſuffer one tittle of it to fall to the 
zround, though in the accompliſhment and fulfil- 
ling of it millions of Sinners fall into Hell. The 
Curſe then being certainly to fall upon the Final- 
Non-Lovers of Chriſt , the third thing in order 
follows, to open to you what kind of Curſe it 
ſhall be, to be eAnathema when Maran-atha , aC- 
curſed when the Lord ſhall come. 


Love toCHRIST 


CHAP. IV. 


Ten Properties of the Curſe upon Non- Lovers 
of Chriſt. | 
1. F*O be Anathema when Maran-atha, will be 

to be curſed with a dreadful curſe. This is 
more general, and the following Properties will 
ſhew irto be ſo dreadful ; ſo dreadful, as will make 
your Joints to tremble, your Knees to knock toge- 
ther, your Faces gather paleneſs; for you will be 
curſed by God himſelf; and as to be bleſſed by 
God is the greateſt Bleſſing, ſo to be curſed of God 
is the ſoreſt Curſe : A great Emphaſis is laid upon 
thoſe words, where God calls a People, a People 
of My Curſe, Iſa. 34+ 5- When the Church pray- 
ed againſt her. Enemies, it was a ſore Petition ; 
Lam. 3. 65. Give them ſorrow of heart, thy curſe unto 
them, If the Devil ſhould curſe you, yet God may 
bleſs you; if men ſhould curſe, yet God might 
pleſs you; as David begged, in Pſal. 109. 28. Let 
them curſe, but bleſs thou. As if he had ſaid, If 
have God's bleſſing, I will not fear wicked mens 
curſings : for when they curſe, God can turn it in- 
to a bleſſing ; Dent 23. 5. Nevertheleſs the Lord thy 
God would not hearken unto Balaam, but the Lord thy 
God turned the curſe into a bleſſing unto thee, becauſe 
the Lord thy God leved thee. The form of the raſh 
and wicked Speech of ungodly men, much given to 
curſing, ſhews it to be a dreadful thing to be curſed 
of God, when they ſay , The Curſe of God fall upon 
you; 
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youy The Curſe of God overtaks you ;, they mean 
the ſoreſt, ti:e heavieſt, the great2ſt Curſe, by the 
Curſe of God : but though men might wiſh you ſo 
accurſed, yet you might be far from it; but it you 
love not ſincerely the Son of God, then the Curſe 
of God will overtake you, light, and lie upon you; 
and then you will be accurled indeed. On now 
love Chriſt indeed, that you might then eſcape the 
Curſe indeed , which elſe will be a Curſe indeed 
beavy indeed, and indeed incolerable. 


2, To be Anathema when Maran-atha, accurſed 
when the Lord comes, will be to be accurſed totally 
all the Sinners ſhall lie under this Curſe z his Body 
ſhall be curſed, and his Sol ſhall be curſed ;, as the 
Curſe in this wcrld falls upon all that belong to 
the Diſobedient and rebellious: Deut. 28, 15, But 
it ſhall come to paſs, if thou wilt not hearken unto the 
woice of the Lord thy God, to obſerve to do all bas com- 
mandments, and hy ſtatutes, which I command thee 
th day ; that all theſe curſes ſhall come upon thee, and 
overtake thee. 16. Curſed ſhalt thou be .in the city, 
and curſed ſhalt thou be in the field. 17. Curſed ſhall 
be thy basket,and tby tore. 18.Curſed ſhall be the fruit 
of thy body, and the fruit of thy land ; the increaſe of 
thy kine, and the flocks of thy ſheep. 19. Curſed ſhalt 
thou be in thy coming in, and curſed ſhalt thou be when 
thou goeſt out. So when the Lord comes, thou ſhale 
be curſed in all thou art; in thy Body, and all the 
parts thereof; curſed ſhall be thine Eyes, that were 
as Windows to let vanity into thy heart; Curſed 
ſhall be thine Ears, that hearkened to the Entice- 


- ments of Sinners, but not to the Commands and 


Calls of God ; Curſed ſhall be thy Hands and Feet, 
that 
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that acted wrickedly , and carried thee on in ways 
of Sin: - Curicd ſhalt thou be in thy Soul, and in all 
the Powers and Faculties thercof 5 Curſed ſhall be 
thine Uraerſtanding, that never was inlightned with 
the ſaving Knowiedge of Jeſus Chriſt. Curſed 
ſhall be cby W117, that never made choice of him for 
thy Saviour, and thy Lord, Curſed hal} be thy 
Conſcience, that did not ctfectually ſtir thee up to 
look after, and to haſten to Jeſus Chriſt. Curſed 
ſhall be all thine 4fe&:ons , that thou ſhalt be con. 
ſtrained to confeſs that Love thar was ſet upon the 
World, and Sin, which ſhould haye been better 
placed upon Chriſt, was_curſed Love. T hoſe De- 
ſires which run ovt after Vanity, which ſhould have 
been upon the wing in moving after Chriſt, were 
curſed Deſires; and thoſe Delights which are fetch- 
ed from the Creature, and from ſinful Obje(ts, were 
curſed Delightss and that Hatred, which I had 
to Chriſt, and his ways, which ſhould have riſen a- 
gainſt Sin, was curſed Hatred, Thus, as now, 
where the Love of Chriſt doth not rule in the Heart, 
Sin is ſpread ail over, ſo then the Sinner ſhall be 
curſed all over. 

' In this Life Spiritual Curſes upon the Soul are the 
heavieſt Curſes, as Bleſſings on the Soul are the 
beſt of Bleſſings. When men will not be perſuaded 
to loye the Lord Jeſus, but will loye their Cups, and 
their Whores, and their Profits and Sporting Plea- 


ſures, better than Chriſt; but afcer long wooings | 


of Grace, and intreaties of Mercy; after many 
ſtrivings of the Spirit, and Calls of Conſcience, 


and waitings of patience, they will love their Sin, | 


and not Chriſt, the World, and not Chriſt ; God, 
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theſe vile and curſed Aﬀections, and fay to them 
| a3 Chriſt curſed the Fig-tree, on which there was no 
| Fruit, Mark 11. 13, 14+ 20, 21. Never frust grow on 
thee mores Sinner, wiit thou not love me ? never 
Repentance he found in thee ; never Pardon be be- 
ſtowed on thee. Wilt thou n0t love me! Jet him 
love his Swearing (till, let hin ove his filrhy nn- 
clean doings ſtiil : Let him remain under hardneſs 
of heart to his dying day. Whar ſhould I do with 
him? my Miniſters have begged on him to give me 
his Love, and he will not z my Spirit hath ſtrived 
with him, but he will not : What, will he not ? not 
love me ! No, then let him love what he will. This 
is a great Curſe upon the Soub of a Sinner while 
Chriſt defers his coming, Rev. 22.11. He that 2s 
unjuſt, let him be unuſt ſtill ; and he which # filthy, let 
bim be filthy ſtill. ——- Sore have bad great. Farts, 
and: with them they have not loved Chriſt, and 
their Parts have withered away, Chriſt hath curſed 
them. . Some have performed many Duties, and 
were forward Profeſſors, but all this while they 
prayed, and heard, and received, they loved not 
Chriſt, and Chriſt hath curſed therp, and they are 
turned prophane. Some are given to Swearing, 
and Whoring, and Drinking; and it Is not only 
their Sin, but the Curſe of God upon their Souls, 
that he hath given them over, becauſe they haye 
refuſed to love bis Son. Pſal. 81. 11. My people 


; Would not hearken to my voices, and Iſrael would none 


of me. 12. SoT gave them up wnto their own hearts 


| nances let him alone; Conſcience let him alone 


luſt ; and they walked in their own counſels. Hof. 4. 17. E- 


| phraim #s joined to idols, let him alone. My Spirit let 


him alone; my Miniſters les him alone ; my Ordi- 


lex 
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let all let him alone ; he is ſtubborn, wilful, and 
perverſe; his heart is joined to his Profits, and to 
his Pleaſures 5 Let him alone, let him take his courſe, 
and walk in the fooliſh imagination of his own evil 
heart ; An heavy Curſe in this life. 

But when Maran-atha, the Lord comes, theſe 
Curſes on the Soul ſhall be ſetled, fixed, never remo- 
ved. This was the man that never loved me; now, 
let him never repent, except it be with a vain, 
empty, ſcif-tormenting Repentance : Now, let him 
be witliout Holineſs for ever, and without Love to 
me for ever. 

3. To be Anathema, when Maran-atha, ſhall be 
to be curſed with a bitter Curſe, without any ingredi- 
ent of the leaſt Bleſſing, to allay or mitigate the 
bicterneſs of it ; Then ſhall he have ſorrow without 
joy, mourning without mirth, darkneſs without 
light, pain without eaſe, miſery without mercy, 
all evil without the leaſt good, and all this without 
end, and therefore without hope ; this Cup of 
Curſing, becauſe it ſhall be ſo pure without mixture, 
ſhall he ſo exceeding, ſoinconceivably bitter. Rev, 
14. 10. The ſame ſhall drink of the wine of the wrath 
of God, which is poured ont without mixture, imo the 


cup of his indignation, and he ſhall be tormented with |- 


fire and brimſtone, in the preſence of h#s holy angels, 
and in the preſence of the Lamb. 11. And the ſmoke of 
their torment aſcendeth up for ever and ever; and the) 
have no reſt day nor night.— A bitter Cup, a bitter 
Curſe; more bitter than the water of Jealovuſic 
that cauſed the Curſe, which a woman drank that 
had given her love to another man, and had trel- 
paſſed againſt her husband ; the Water was bitter 


Water, and the Curſe a bitter Curſe 3 for t mae | 
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her belly to ſwell, and her thigh to rot, and (he was 4 
curſe among the people , Numb. 5." 27, This bitter 
Curſe at the coming of Chrilt, ſhall come into thy 
bowels like water, and like oil into thy bones ; it 
ſhall be unto thee as the garment which covereth 
thee, and for a girdle wherewith thou ſhalt be gird- 
ed continually, Pſal. 109- 18, 19. Ic ſhall imbitter 
thy thoughts, thy ſoul, thy very being, and make 
thee cry out, Oh this is a bitter place! this is a 
bitter ſtate, a bitter condition, exceeding bitter ! 
My loving of the World, and Sin, was not ſo 
ſweet, as this is bitter : That ſeemed to me once 
as (weet as Honey, but this is more bitter than 
Gall. But here is my Wo, which makes it 1till 
more bitter, the ſweet is gone, and the bitter re- 
mains; the ſweet will never return, and the bitter 
will never be gone. 1 did put bitter for ſweet, and 
ſweet for bitter ; but now 1 cannot : The bitter 
isſo bitter, that I cannot put it for ſweet, nor ima- 
gine it to be ſo. Oh I never thought the ſweet de- 
light I took in whar 1 loved, would have brought 
upon me this bitter Curſe, or me to theſe bitter 
Torments ! 


4. To be Anathema when Maranatha, will be to 
be accurſed publickly and openly before all the world 3 
to be accuried betore bleſſed Angels, and curſed 
Devils; to be accurſed before the blelled Saints, 
and other curſed,men. Thon didſt openly ceclare 
thy love of Pleaſures, thon didſt openly tullow 
ſuch courſes, that all might ſee are inconſiſtent with 
ſincere love to Chriſt, and thou ſhalt. be openly ac- 
curſed. Or though thou didſt openly pray, and 
Publickly kear, and profeſs the ways of (n—_— 

1 
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didlt ſecretly in thy heart love ſomething elſe more 
than Chriſt, yer for thy ſecret hypocriſie thou ſhalt 
be publickly accurſed. 

Before the greateſt Congregation that ever eyes 
beheld; before a greater number than ever yet at 
once were gathered together, even before Milliong 
of Angels, before all chat {hall be found alive at 
Chriſt's coming z and all that have been dead, that 
ſhall then be made alive, even all People, of all Na- 
tions, and before them ſhalt thou ſtand, and be de. 
clared a curſed wretch, becauſe thou didſt never 
love the Bleſſed Son of God, What ſhame ſhall 
then confound thee, and what confuſion ſhall then 
cover thy face, when thou that thoughteſt thy ſelf 
a bleſſed man, and others thought thee to be bleſled, 
that thou and they were quite miſtaken ! When 
Chriſt before them all ſhall pronounce a ſentence up- 
on thee, whereby thou art publiſhed to be accurſed, 
and commanded with all the Plagues and Curſes of 
God upon thy foul and body, to depart 5nto everlas 
fring fire , prepared for the devil and his angels, 
Mat. 25. 41. 


5. To be Anathcma when Miran-atha, is to be 
coried Poſirively 5 ſentenced down i politive pains, 
to real poſitive torments ; fo great, fo grievous, 
ſo many, ſo extreme, continual, and univertal, that 
ſhall wring out a confellion from thee, Now lam 
accurſed indeed, To lye in theſe flames that can- 
nor be quenched, to burn-in this fice ia which I can- 
not be conſumed,is ſuch a Curſe, fo itutolerabie, that 


will make ghee curſe the day in which thou waſt | 


born, and curſe the time thou ever lived(t in this 
world, becauſe not better improved, to eſcape = 
Curſe 
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Curſe thou lieſt under in that world, When thou 
ſhalt cry out, and roar, Wo 7 me, poor miſerable 
wetch! 1 am tormented in this place, and cannot have 

one drop of water to refreſh and cool my parched tongue ! 

Wo is me, poor curſed Caitiff! I am in pain, 11 pain, 
in extremity of pain, and here 1s noeaſe | alas ? here 

is no eaſe! T toſs and tumble in this bed of flames, and 
cannot reſt \ If 1 wander from one ſide of Hell unto 

another, 1 cannot find one corner where I might have 4 
little reſt! O curſed creature, that T loved not Chriſt ?. 
If I bad" loved Chriſt as much above the world, as T 
lived the world above Chriſt, Imight have been among 
the bleſſed Saints, and not in the midſt of ſuch a curſed 
Crew | Had T loved Chriſt ſo much more than Sin, as T 
leved Sin more than Chriſt, I might have been a bleſſed 
ones but becauſe I did not , O curſed Caitiff, that I did 
not! I im now this curſed Caniff | Who can be in theſe 
Torments, and not acknowledge the Curſes of the Lord 
have overtaken him? Who can feel what t here to be 
endured ; and yet who can endure to feel it, which yet in 
feeling muſt be endured, and not rec;on himſelf as cur- 
ſed as cursd can be ? This I was told, for want of Love 
to Chriſt, would be my curſed ftete;, the Lord us come, 
and now for want of Love, it is my curſed ſtate, I was 
told, If I lowe not Chriſt, 1 ſhould be Anathema when 
Maran-atha ; I did not love Chriſt, and row Marat 
atha, and I am Anathema. 


6. To he Anathema when Maranatha, will be to 
be curſed privarively ; with the lols of God, of 
Chriſt, of Heaven, of the focietry of Saints and 
Angels, and of. ai! the joys and happineſs that God 
bath preparcd ior them that love him 3 ſhall then 
be openly cait out of God's Fayour. You caſt off 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, and that is your ſin, and Chriſt will caſt you 
off, and that will be your Curſe. The love of 
your heart is not towards Chrilt, and that is your 
Sin ; and God's Face and Fayour ſhall not be to- 
wards you, and that will bz your Curſe. Can he 
be bleſſed that loſeth God, that is our bleſſedneſs ? 
Muſt not he be curſed that lies under the puniſhe 
ment of curſed Devils? Now you love not Chriſt, 
and yet you will be confident that you ſhall eſcape 
Hell, and obtain H-aven, and be bleſſed : But if 
you continue without Love to Chriſt, you will be 
ſhut out of Heaven; and where then? Do you 
know of any other place ( whatever Papiſts dream) 
bur Hell ? and when out of Heaven, and in Hell, 
what a poor Bleſſedneſs will your groundleſs confi- 
dence bring you to. 


7. To be Anathema when Maran-atha, will be to 
be finally accurſed. While Chriſt doth tarry, if you 
are nor in a good and bl.fſ:d ſtate one day, you 
might be another : Tho laſt Lord's-day you were 
in a miſerable congirion, yet this you may ( and 
oh! that you might ) be tranſlated into a better: 
If not this, if you live till the next, you may be 
then; tho you ſhould deſire to get out of a curſed 
dangerous condition this day, before the next, for 
this day is yours, the next might be none of yours. 
But when Chriſt ſhall come, that wiiltbe-rne-laſt 
day, and there ſhall not be a next: Therefore to 
be accurſed that day, will be to be ſent away with a 
Curſe upon your Souls, witt:9ut any tucccſſion of a 
Bleſling. 

When Chriſt was upon the earth, the laft act he 
did relating to his Dilciples, was an act of Love, 
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his Valedictory aCt was an act of Benedition, Zuk- 
24. 50. And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and 
he lift up his hands and bleſſed them. 51. Ard ut came 
to paſs, that while he bleſſed them, he was parted from 
them, and carried up into Heaven, And whea Chriſt 
ſhall come again, rhe laſt aft relating to them that 
loye him nor, ſha!] be an A of Jultice, and Ven- 
geance, and Wrath z and his Valedictory act,an act 
of Malediticns and after this, no act of Mercy, 
of Love, or Fayour to them, therefore ſhall be fi- 
nally accuiied. 


8. To be Anathema when Maran-atha, will be 
to be accurſed without an appeal to any higher Court, 
or ſuperior Judge, for ſuch none is- If it werethe 
laſt thing that Chriſt would do to them, yer if they 
could remove their Cauſe, and have an Hearing in 
another Court, and before another Judge, they 
mighirhope the Curſe may be repealed, the Sen- 
tencc whereby they are declared accurſed, might 
be changed, and their ſad condition altered for the 
better z bur this cannot be, for all Judgment is 
committed to the Son, Fohn 5. 22. And ail men 
muſt ſtand or fall, live or dye, be damned or ſaved, 
according to the Sentence that Chriſt ſhall paſs up- 
on them. 2 Cor. 5. 10. For we mnſt ail appear before 
the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, that every one might re- 
ceive the things done 1n his body, according to that he 
hath done, whether it be good or bad, And in the de« 
{cription of the Proceis of the day of Judgmenr, 
we find, without appezl to any other, the Execu- 
tion ſhall certainly follow,z and thoſe whom Jeſus 
ſhall pronounce bleſſed, ſhall go into Eternal Life 3 
and thoſe whom he ſhall declare accurſed, ſhall go 
F mo 
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into Everlaſting Puniſhment. Mat. 25. 4.3. Come ye 
bleſſed of my Father ———. Verl. 41. Depart from 
me, ye Curſed ———, Veil 46. And theſe ſhall go away 
inta everlaſting puniſhment, but the righteos unto life 
eternal, 


9. Therefore to b2 4nathema when Maran-atha, 
will be to be accurfed with az irrevocable Curſe. Tho 
they ſhould cry, call, beg for a Blcſhug, with great- 
cr importunity than Eſzu did, who cri:d with a 
great and cxceedtig bitter cry, and faid unto his 
Father, Bleſs me, even me alſo, O my father, Gen, 
27. 34. Yet the Lord Jeſus ac that day will be in- 
exorable, not to be intreattd; but as Iſaac ſaid 
concerning Faceb, I have bleſſed him, and he ſhall be 
bleſſed ;, fo J:ſus ſhall fay concerning then that lo- 
ved him, I have bleſſed them, and they ſhall be bleſſed; 
and to them that hated him, Thave curſed you, and 
ye ſhall be curſed, So mach we learn from Zh, 
13. 25+ When once the maſter of the houſe 15 riſen up, 
and hath ſhut to the door, and ye begin to ſtand without, 
and to knock , ſayinz, Lord, Lord, open unto us ; and 
he ſhall anſwer and jay unto you, I know you not whence 
ye are. 26. Then ſhall ye begin to ſay, ie have eaten 
and arirk in thy prejence, and thou haſt taught in om 
ſftreet1.27.But he ſhall ſay, Trell you, I know you not whence 
ye are, Loom from me all ye workers of iniquity. Mat, 
7. 22. Dany will ſay to me in that day, Lord, Lord, 
have not we propheſied in thy name ? andin thy namt 
bave caſt out devils? and in thy name have done many 
wonderful works? 23. And then will Tprofeſs unto them, 
4 never kprw you» Depart from me, ye that work, tni- 
quity. 
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ſhatl be importunate for adwiſlion into a ſtate of 
Everlaſting Bleſſedneſs, by knocking, calling, Lord, 
Lord, Open to us: Bur Chriſt doth diſown them, 
and denicth their requeſt. They plead their pro- 
phecying, their hearing, their eating and drinking 
in his preſence, caſting out of Devils, and doing 
many wonderful works 1n his Name : But Chriſt re- 
pliesz All this you did, but you did wot love me, 
and ye were not lovers of me, for ye were workers 
of iniquity ;z and a Loverof Ciriſt, and a Worker 
of iniquity, ( as this Phraſe is uſed in Scripture ) 
a man cannot be at the ſame time: So that ſuch as 
ſhall chen be ſo curſed as to be ſhut out of doors, 
are paſt recovery, paſt hopes of Mercy, paſt a poſ- 
ſibility of being bleſſed. And therefore 


10. To be Arnathema v:.hen. Maran-atha, will be 
to be accurſed with an Erernal Curſe : For be they 
muſt for ever; dye they cannot; ſhake off the Curſe 
they cannot 3 therefore curſed they muſt be for 
ever. For a manto be accurſcd all his days, would 
bea ſore judgment 3 but for a man to be accurſed 
to all Eternity, is beyond conception heavy and 
grievous. To live for cyer, and to be accurſed for 


ever, is wOrſe than never to have been, or to have 


their being turned into nothing, 

All the Curſes that inen, void of the Love of 
Chriſt, do lye under in this world, they make light 
of. If they are caſt out of God's Fayour, it is a 
great Curſe z but now they are merry under it: If 
they have no Grace, it is a great Curſe; but they 
do account it no Curſe; they have none, and they 
deſire none : But there are Curſes waiting for them, 
and ſhall be poured out _ them at the comny 

2 o 
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of Chriſt, which in the other world ſhall be heavy 
indeed, and intolerable ; and under them ſhall have 
a merry heart no more for eyer. For to be Ana- 
thema when Maran-itha, 
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Eight Reaſons wky Love # ſo ſtriitly required, 
that Chriſt muſt be Loved, or the Sinner 
accurſed. 


1 E Fourth general Head in the Method pro- 

pounded; is, Why there is ſuch a flat neceſſiy 
of our ſincere Love to Chriſt, for the eſcaping of this 
deſcribed Curſe * Wiy God doth fo much inhiit up- 
0n our. Love unto his Son, that whoſoever doth 
not love him, ſhall &6e Arnathema. 

This is not to be underitood excluſrvely, as if 
other Graces and Conditions were not aiſo neceſſa- 
ry; for in other Texts we fiid, that for want of 
Faith, this Curie wil} overtake many. Mar. 16. 16. 
He that belizvetlh not , ſhall be damned. John 
3. 36. He that belicucth not the Son, ſhall not ſee life, 
but the wrath of God abideth on him, And for want 
of Repentance, Luie 13. 3. Except ye repent, ye ſhall 
all likewiſe periſh. An for want of Converſion, Mat. 
18. 3, Verily, I ſay unto you, Except ye be converted, 
and become as little chilaren, ye ſh ll not enter into the 


kingdom of heaven. Joh. 3. 3. Jeſus anſwered, and 


_ ſaid unto him, Verily, verily, I ſay unto thee, Except a 


man be born again, he cannot ſee the kingdom of God. 
And for want of Ovedience, Heb. 3. 18. And to 
whom ſware he, that they ſhould not enter into his reſt ? 
& wi Tois amallnozn, but to themthat were diſobedient 5 
trabſlated, believed not. Sometimes the condition is 
expreſſed by the term of a new creature. Gal, 6. 15, 

F 3 For 
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For in Chriſt Jeſus, neither circumciſion availeth any 
thing, nor uncircumciſion, but a new creature.Sometimes 
Faith and Love are put together, Gal, 5.6. For in 
Jeſus Chriſt, either circumciſion availeth any thing, 
or uncircumciſion, but faith which worketh by love, 
And indecd all theſe are requitite, and are found 
tcgether in tne ſame perſon ; for he that hath Faith, 
hath alſo Lve, and he thac hath Love, doth alfo 
Repenr, and he that Repents doth alſo obey ; and 
he that doth Believe, Love, Repent, and Obey, is 
a New Creature. 

Yet Love is thus inſiſted on for ſuch Reaſons as 
thele. 


I. Love commands the whole man; for it is in the 
Will, wiich is the commanding Faculty. Love 

1. Commands and ſets on work all the other affefions. 
If a man love Chriſt, it ſets Deſc-es on work, if he 
be abſent ; it ſets Foy on work, if he be preſent 5 
if Chriſt be abſent, and the Soul doth ſee a proba» 
bility of obtaining him, Love fets Hype on work : 
If there be any inpeciments that hinders a man in 
his proſecution, it (ets Anger 0n work tor the re- 
moval of them, _ 

2. Love commanas the thoughts and mand : For love 
to Chriſt ſcrs the mind on chinking on Chriſt, and 
meditating upon him. The mind doth mule upon 
what tie heart doth love : Where love is fixt, the 
thoughts do dwell. Pſa. 1 19. 97. O how love I thy 
law | it is my meditation all the day. | 

3. Love commands all the outward members of the 
body. Love to Chriſt doth ſet the Tongue to ipeak 
of Chriſt, and for him z the Ear on hearing of his 
Word ; the Eyes in ſeeing the tokens of his _ 
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and Goodneſs ; the Hands in acting, and the Feer 
in walking to thoſe places and duties where Chriſt 
is to be found, and cnjoy ment of him To be had. 


2. If Chriſt hath our love, be hath our all: And 
Chriſt never hath his own from us, till he hath our 
Love. Love withholdeth nething from Chriſt, 
when it is lincerely ſet upon him. Then he hall 
have our r4me, and he {hull have our ſervice, at;1he 
ſhall hive the ule of al} our Parrs, and Gifts, and 
Graces; yea, then he ſhall have our Eſtates, Liberty, 
and our very Lives, when he calleth for them. 

As when God loveth any of us, he will withhold 
nothing trom us that is goud ior us, no, not his own 
only begotten Son, Rom. 8. 32. Ard when Chrifc 
loveth us, he giveth ali unto us, bts Merits to juſti- 
he us, his Spirzr to ſanctitic us, tis Grace To adorn 
us, his Glory to crown us 3 {o when any of us love 
Chriſt lincerely, we lay ai} down at his feet, and 
give up all to be at iis command and iervice, Rev. 
I2. 11. Ard they loved not thur lives unto the death. 

3. Love gives the denomination to a man, according 
45 the Objett is which he ſuperlatively loveth ; For as is 
the Love, ſuch is the man; and 5s is the Love, ſuch 
might you boldly call the man : It he be a lover of 
Honour, he is an Ambitions man; a lover of Plea- 
ſure, a Yoluptuous man ; and if he chicfly love the 
World, he is a Covetows man 3 if he love Holineſs, he 
Isa Religious man; if the things above, an Heavenly- 
minded man; and if he love Chriſt with a predo-« 


' minant love, he is a Szmcere man, Cart. 1. 4. The 
_ upright love thee. 


4+ Without Love all other things, tho never ſo many, 
great, and excellent in themſelves, are not acceptable 
F 4 unto 
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unto God, He regardeth not your Prayers, if you 
do not love him : He matters not your Hearing, if 
you do not love him ; all] your Almſdees are poor 
things in his eſteem, if you do not love him ; yea, 
all your Suffering for Religion, and for Chriti, arg 
noting, it you do not love him. If a man could 
Preach Þke an Angel, and yet nor love him, he 
ſh 281d not be accepted by him, 1 Cor. 13. 1. Tho 
1 ſpeai, with the tongues of men and of angels, and 
have not charity, I am become as ſounding braſs, or a 
tinkling cymbal. 2. And tho Ihave tne gift of prophecy, 
and underſtand all myſteries, and all knowledge ; and 
tho I have all faith, ſo that I could remove mountains, 
and have no charity, T am nothing. 3+ And tho I beſtow 
all my goods to feed the poor, and tho I give my body to 
be burn'd, and bave not charity, it profiteth me nothing. 
Love thereioce is above all theſe, for all thele with- 
out love are nothing, 


5. Love makes 1 moſt like to God, for God is love, 
3 Joh. 4. 8. Aid Cod loveth Chrilt above all the 
mei on earti, and above all rhe Angeis in Heaven 
therefore calls him his Beloved Son, Mat. 3. 17. 


Ail men with a Common Love, 
Fobn 3. 16, Tit. 3.4 
Holy mea with a Special Love, 


God loyeth Angels with an Higher Love. 


Chriſt moſt of all, who is the | 


Son of his Love, Cole 1. 13. 


So our Loye 1: zr24nal; we ought to love all men 
with ſome Geprees of Love, Holy men and Angels 
with an higher Love, and Chriſt with the higheſt 
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Love. And when we love as God loves , our 
Love makes us moſt hike to God, 

6. Love is the bigheſt improvement of the faculties of 
our Souls. 


1. We have Underſtandings to know God and 
Chriſt: And Love to God and Chriſt is the higheſt 
improvement of all our knowlecg ; for if we know 
him and not love him, the more we know of him, 
the more our knowledpe doth increaſe our fin, and 
will aggravate our condemnation, 

2. We have Wills :o chuje the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and when we chuſz him, Love is tne improvement 
of cur Wills, in taxing complacency in kim who is 
the Object of our choice. 

3, We have Cornſciencesthat do diftate to us that 
Chriſt is beſt. 224 bc{it for us; and then weim- 
prove thoſe diftates when we love him; elie al 
thoſe dictates ci Conſcience are Icft, and come to 
nothing. 

4. We have Memories, wherein the Sayings of 
Chriit ro vs, the S»fferings of Chriſt for us, and the 
Benefits of Chrilt beſtowed upon us, ſhould be lodg- 
ed and jaid up; and when we Jove him, we fhall 
love to remember all theſe things that we have by 
him and frem him, and himfclt that is Purchaſer 
and the Donor cf them. 

But it our Love is predominantly placed upon 
any thing below Chriſt, all the Powers of the Soul 
are debaſed ; the Reaſox of man 15 degraded in con- 
triving the getting of ſuch ignoble and iordid enjoy- 
ments as his higheſt end ; the Wi] is dehaſed in 

chuſing of them, and the Afemory in being ſtuffed 
With the remembrance of them, forgetting God 
| and 


74 Love fo CHRIST 


and Chriſt, and better things ; ſo that a man iz 
more a b:ute than a man, without ſiacere Love to 
Chriſt. 

7. Love is the end of ail other Graces, and inwhich 
they terminate their Operations. Our knowledge of 
Cirrift endech 1n our loving of Chriſt, our belzeving 
on him, hoping in him, ruſting to him, like fo ma- 
ny ſtreams, ar laſt run into th2 Love of Carilt. 

8. Lovets the Everlaſting Grace that ſhall abide and 
be 3n uſe and exerciſe, when the aitings of other Graces 
ſhaliceaſe. Taere are ſome Graces ſuitable eſpeci- 
ally ro our ſtate of imperfettion in this world. To 
live by Faiti, to Repent, and Mourn for ſin, to 
live in hope. of tie glory that is te be revealed, to 
wait till we be poſlcled of the Manſions that are 
above, io delire all the good that is promiſed to us, 
but noc yet conterred epon us. 

But hereafcer Faith ſhall be turned into Viſion, 
Hope into Fruition, Defires into Poſſeſſion, wait- 
ing into Obtaining. And then we ſh3ii cus be- 
lieve no more, nor aope, nor deſire, nor wait ; but 
then we ſhalllove frill, yea, more than ever, more 
abundantly, yea, perieftly, without diminution; 
continually, without intermiſſion ; and etcraally, 
withour ceſlation ; in which reſpe&t, among the 
three Cardinal Graces, Love hath the prehemiuence, 
1 Cor. 13. 13: Now abideth faith, hope, charity, theſe 
three, but the greateſt of theſe is chartty;, becaule it 
Is tne lopgeſt in duration. So that thoſe that love 
Chriſt ſincerely here, ſhall love him perfectly here- 
after,. and be for ever bleſſed in that love. But thoſe 
that love him noton earth, cannot love him in the 
other world ; and for want of ſuch Love, ſhall be 
accurſcd for eyer. 
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CHAP. Vi. 
The Application of the Do@irine. 


HE laſt thing propoundcd in the method of 
this Subject, is tie Vſe and Application of it, 

to bring it down to our own hearts, to work this 
truth upon our Minds, Confciences and AﬀeCtions. 
And now, O that God would help me, and Chriſt 
would :.cip me, and the bleſſed Spirit of God and 
Chriſt would ſo help me, and give me lively woras, 
a lively Heart, lively and inflamed Love to bleſled 
Jeſus, and your immortal precious Souls ! that I 
might ſpeak and apply tis great Truth, as becomes 
4 man that dcth believe, every one of you before 
God in this Congregation this day mult be Anathe- 
ma, when Maxan-atha, if you live and die void of 
love to Jeſus Chriſt ! as b:comes a man that doth be- 
lieve you muſt be bleſſed or curſed, damned or fa- 
ved for ever, as you are prevailed with, or not 
prevailed with, to give Carii: your Hearts, and 
hearty love 1 as becomes a man that doth believe 
your Everlaſting S.ate is much concerned in this 
one point that now is before us! Alas ! ethinks 1 
do foreſee the great multitudes that this Anathema 
will fall upon. Methinks 1 fee the Lord a-coming, 
methinks I hear the Trumpet ſounding, and the 
Voice calling to the Dead, Ariſe, and come to judg- 
ment Come ye curſed Souls that have been 1n tae 
Infernal Lake, and appear before my Bar 3 come ye 
| curſed 
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curſed Boaies, awake, ariſe, and ſtand before my 
Judzment-Seat ; and let rnhoſe curled Souls be a. 
gain united to tholie curſed Bodies, and now be 
both curſed together, and curicd for ever, and let 
both be inſeparably l:nked togetier to cndure this 
Curſe to all eternity. MAethinks I ſ2e them coming, 
but unwillingly 3 they come, but with fear, and 
trembling ; with horrour, and amazement. 


Now, what is to do now ? now, aran-atha, 
and now every one of us that loved not that Lord 
that now is come, mutt be Anathema. O woful Souls! 
O miſerable Sinners! O curſed Caitifs ! What ſhall we 
now do? and whither ſh il we now go? do ? that w: 
ſhould have asked before this day, that the Lord is come. 
Do ? We ſhould have done that which we did not dt; 
and now muſt go thither, whither we would not go. 0 
that we might rather ceaſe to be, than to be what we 
muſt for ever be;, and go, from whence we never muſt 
return; and feel what will make ui cry and roar, toſs 
and throw, and be for ever reſtleſs, and the more reſt- 
leſs, becauſe hopeleſs and remedileſs. O, Sirs, my 
Heart is pained, my Bowels roul within me, my 
Joints do ſhake with trembling, for fear leſt any of 
you, that pray in this place, and hear in this place, 
ſhould fall under this Curſe, when the Lord ſhall 
COiNCc., 


The Uſes of this Doctrine ſhall be, 


1. By way of Inference or Inſtrution , what 
chings from hence may be deduted and 
learned. 


2, For 


on 
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2, For Reprehenſton or Reproof; aggravating 
the Charge againſt ſuch as love not the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

z. For Examination Or Trial; diſtinguiſhing the 
Non-Lovers of Chriſt from ſuch as do fin- 
cerely love him. 

4. By way of Entreaty or Exhortation 3 T hat as 
you would eſcape this Curſe, be careful that 
you get this Love to Chriſt. 

5. For the Comfort, Encouragement , and Joy 

of ſach as love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in lince- 

rity above all. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Under the firſt Uſe we might learn theſe Leſſons, 
or deduce theſe Ten Corollaries. 


I. Bs only Hath power to curſe any of his Creatures 

He that made us, can only really and effe- 
Etually make us a Bleſſing, or a Curſe. Sin might 
meritoriouſly ſubject us to the Curſe, but God on- 
ly can inflit all the Curſe that Sin cJoth dcſerye, 
Wicked men might wiſh others accurſed, and do; 
but their wiſhing them to be fo, doth not make 
them ſo: By curſing oth=zrs, they might ſooner 
bring a Curſe upon themſclves, than upon thoſe 
whom they do curſe; let them beware of this, that 
cannot ſpeak of ſome perſons, but with a Curſe in 
their mouths; P/al.109. 17. 4s he loved curſing, ſo 
Jet it come unto him : as he d:lighted not in bleſſing, 
ſo let it be far from him. 18. As he clothed himſelf 
with curſing, like as with a parment 5 (» let it come 
into his bowels like water, and like oz! inte hrs bones, 
'That Curfings as well as Bleflings belong ty God, Be 
laam himſelf did teach. Nb. 23. 7. 43d he tok 
up his parable, and ſaid, Balaak the King of M14h hath 
brought me from Aram , out of the mountains of the 
Eaſt, ſaying, Come, curſe me Facob, and come defi 
Iſrael, 8. How ſhail I curſe, whom God bath not cur 
ſed ? or bow ſhall I difiz whom the Lord bath nt 
defied ? 


Therefore when w2 find holy men of God in 
Scripture uling Imprecations and Curſes, we muſt not | 
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iraw them into Example, to fill our Mouths with 
Corſes againſt any for there 1s not the ſame rea- 
ſon betwixr us and ther, 


1. When they curſed, they had the gift of diſcerning 
f Spirits, wiereby they perceived, iuch were dee 
igned by God unto CeſtruCtion, as a Reward of 
their curicd Sinnings, againſt whom they uſed ſuch 
fearful Imprecations of Eternal Damnation : A&s 
8.20. Peter ſaid unto him, Thy money periſh with thee, 
becauſe thou haſt ! bought that the gift of God may be 
purchaſed with money. 21. Theu baſt neither part, nor 
ht in this matter 3 for thine heart us not right in the 
fight of God. 23. For I perceive that thou art in the 
gall of bitterneſs, and in the bond of iniquity. The 
Lke is to be laid of David's curſing of his ſlande- 
rons Enemies, under the perſon of Doeg, Achitophel, 
or 744.:;, praying againit his Perſon, Family, Name, 
Honour, Eſtate, and Eternal Salvation. Pſal.109, 
6. Set tho a wicked man over him; and let Satan 


. ftand at bas right hand : 7. When he ſpall be judged, 


let bim be condemned ;, and let hys prayer become ſin. 
8. Let his days be few, and let another take kis office. 
g. Lt b4: children be fatherleſs, and his wife a widow. 
10. Let bis children be vagabonds, and bep ; let them 
ſeek their bread in deſolate places. 11. Let the extor- 
tioner catch all that he hath ; and let the ſtranger 
ſpoil his labour. 12. Let there be none to extend 
mercy unto him ;, neither let there be any to favour his 
fatherleſs children. 13. Let his poſterity be cut off, 
and in the generation following, let their name be blot- 
ted out, CC. 

2:1 he Imprecations of ſuch men in Scripture might 
be taken rather as Preditions, than as Curſes 5 or at 
leaſt 
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leaſt imprecatins Prediftions. They ſpeakipg by the 
Spirit of God, forerold what Curſes would be in. 
ited by God upon them for their Sin, and in a 
way of fin overtake them. . 

3. There is a M:;ziſterial, and a Magifterial curſing, 
The one is to make any thing or perion. accurſed, as 
the deſert of Sin ; the other is to pronounce, Wilh, 
or declare any thing or perſon accuried ; and this 
is all that men can do. Thercfore though men pro- 
nounce Anathems a:ainſt ivme, without cauſe, a 
the Pope and his Counciis againlt Proteſtants, we 
need not be terrifi-: tt{2rewith, elle the molt happy 
men might be the mot accurſed. 2 Sam. 16. 12, I 
may be the Lord. will look on mine afflictions and that 
the Lord will requite me good for his curſing this day. 


IT. T his doth teach us the evil nature of Sin, and 
what a curſed thing it :5, as being the meritorious cauſe 
of all the Curſes that befall zny of the Creatures of God, 
If Sin had been kept out of the World, curies had 
never come into it :: But Sin made way for the 
Curſe, and brought ic in; the commiſſion of fin 
was thie introduction of the Curſe. Gen. 3. 14. And 
the Lord ſaid unto the ſerpent, Becauſe thou haſt dont 
this, thou art curſed above all cattel, and above every 
beaſt of the field. 17. Curſed is the ground for thy 
Jake, in ſorrow ſhalt thou eat of it all the days of thy 
life. Sin and the Curle are fo linked together, that 
Chrilt only that can take away the Sin, can remove 
the Curſe. Gal. 3. 13. Chriſt hath redeemed 1 from 
the curſe of the law, being maae a curſe for us.1f Curſes 
be heavy, Sin cannot be light; and it the Curſes be 


great that are due to Sin, Sin that procures them | 
cannot be fo ſmall a matter as the moſt make of it. | 
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Would you flee from the Curſe, and yet run in- 
to Sin? would you eſcape the Curſe, and yet live 
in Sin ? what 1s this, but as if you would drink poy- 
ſon, and hope you ſhall live ? cun into the fire; and 
in;agine you ſhall not be burnt ? Do you cry out un» 
&r ihe Cuiſe as a grievous pain, ani yer look upon 
Sin as the greateſt pleaſure? Is the Curſe dreadful, 
and do you look upon Sir as delizthrful ? Is the 
Curſe intolerabie, and can Sin be profitavle ? Oh 
learn to look upon S.n tivough the Curie, and then 
Sin will appear to be a curſed thing indeeds 


III. Sir dath croſs and thwart the natural Principles 
which are graven by the finger of God upon the hearts of 
all men. It you ask whether Sin be now in man's lap« 
ſed ſtate according to the nature of mag ? I anſwer, 
with this diſtinction, there is the corruption of Nas 
ture, and fo Sin is according to our Nature 3 as na- 
tural for man to fin, as it is for light things to af- 
cend,and heavy to deſcend ; and there are the Prix- 
tiples left 3n corrupt Nature, and ſo Sig is {till againſt 
Nature. In corrupted Narure there are yet re- 
maining Principles that beget an averſation from 
Miſery, and an inclination for the obtaining of Hap- 
pineſs ; deſires to avoid the Curſe, and to/procure 
Bleſſedneſs ; but Sin is a thwarting of both thelſe 3 
that you cannot fin, but you go againſt rhe very 
Principles left in corrupted Nature, as preferya- 
tives to keep down the Corruption of Nature. | 

Who is there among you all, but bath innate De- 
fires to eſcape the Curſe of the Great God? or can 
you deſire to be accurſed by him ? Who 1s among, 
yoa that hath not innate deſires to be happy and 
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all deſires of being bleſſed ? you might as ſoon caſt 
off the Nature of men. A Prophane Eſau cried out 
ior a Bleſſing , Ger. 27. 34. 4nd when Eſau beard 
the words of bis father , he cried with a great and ex- 


ceeding bitter cry, and ſaid unto bis father, Bleſs m, | 


even me alſo, O my father. 36. — And he ſaid, haſ 
thou not reſerved a bleſſing for me ? 

Oh then ſay, Be gone, O curſed Sin ! be gone; 
I will baniſh thee out of my heart : for thou art not 
only contrary to the Nature of the bleſſed God, nor 
only contrary to Innocent Nature, but even allo to 
my Humane Nature, though corrupted, Thou art 
not only oppoſite to a Principle of Grace implant- 
ed in the New Creature, bur to the Principles which 
God in mercy hath lefc in my Corrupt Nature, 
that curſed Sin might be oppoſed, ſtriven againſt, 
and for ever abandoned by me. I would be blelſled, 
bur thou wile make me cuiſed 3 I would avoid the 
Curſe, but thou wilt bring it upon me, It I cannot 
be a wilful Sinner, but I muſt be 4 curſed Creature, | 
would rather ceaſe to be tuch a Sinner, than to re 
main for ever ſuch a curſed Creature, If I cannot 
have the bleſſing of God, and my Sins too, I had 
better be without my own Sins, than be without 
God's Blcfling. 


IV. Men will be the moſt miſerable, or the moſt haſj) 
of all the viſivle works of God, For amongſt thete, Mat 
only is capable of proper Bleſſings, or proper Cut- 
fes; for thole only are capable of penal Evils, that 
are capable of moral Evils. TFheretore when you 
read,of other things being curſed , the Curſe is 00t 
on them properly, rerminatively and: ultimately, that 
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mo ; but only ;mproperly, and relatively, in reſpect 
0 man, and ſo other things have been curſed in 
reference to man. 


1. To ſhew what man hath done. So Gen. 3. 17. 
And unto Adam he ſaid, Becauſe thou haſt hearkened 
unto the voice of thy wife, and haſt eaten of the tree of 
which 1 commanded thee, ſaying, thou ſhalt not eat of 
it; Curſed is the ground for thy ſake, in ſorrow ſhalt 
thou eat of it all the days of thy life. 18. Thorns alſo 
and thiſtles ſhall it bring forth to thee. The barren- 
neſs with which the Earth is curſed, in not bringing 
forth good Fruit, and its abounding with Briars 
and Thorns, are both as Rods for the ſcourging of 
ſinful man. So alſo is that Catalogue of Curſes in 
Deut. 28. 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, @&c. 

2. To ſhew what man ſhould do. So Mar. 11. 14, 
21, 22, Chriſt curſed the barren Fig-tree, to teach 
man the duty of fruitfulneſs to the glory of God, 
or the duty of having faith in the power of God 
for upon the Diſciples obſervation how the Fig- 
tree was withered away, Chriſt ſaid to them, Have 
faith in God. 

The unreaſonable Creatures have not the knows 
ledge of God, and the ſenſeleſs Creatures cannot 
feel the power of God; therefore theſe as they can- 
not be properly bleſſed, fo nor accurſed. But Man 
hath underſtanding to know God, and hath ſenſe to 
feel the powerof his Anger therefore ſince among 
all God's viſible Works, man is only the ſubjeC&t of 
proper bleſſings, and proper Curſes z he will of 
all theſe be the moſt happy, or the moſt miſera- 
ble: If he obtains the Bleſſmgs of God, - the mo 


' happy; if he lie under the Curſes of God, the 


(2 moſt 
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moſt miſerable. Thoſe that get the Bleſſing, ſhall 
dwell, and live, and reigt with the biifled God, 
with bleſſzd Jeſos , and with his bl:fl:d Angels; 
but thoſe that lie under the Curſe, muſt be ror- 
mentcd with curſed Spirits, cr je men, with curſed 
D:v1ls for ever. So then, except you love Chrift, 
better you had never been rationai Creatures ; a 
Toad, a Dog, a Serpent, will not be in fo bad a caſe 
as you will be: In a zatzral {enie it 1s better be a 
Man than a Beaſt ; bur in a Theological ſenſe, it is 
betrer to be a Beaſt than a Man that will neyer love 
the Lord Jcſus Cirilt. 


V. Sins of Omiſſion expoſe men to the Wrath and 
Curſe of God, and to Eterral Damnation, as well 
as Sins of Commiſſten : For It is, for not loving of 
Chriſt that a man is declared to be Anathema. And 
when the Curſe ſhali be openly and publickly pro- 
nounced, and by Chrif be thundercd out againſt 
men at the laſt day, the Reaſon given is Sins of 
Omiſſion 3 Matth, 25. 41. Thc ſhall the king ſay un- 
ro them dn the left hand, Depart from me ye curſed into 
everlaſting fire, prepared for the d:vil atia ks angels. 
4-2. For I was an hungry, and ye gave me no meat ; I 
was thirfly, and ye gave me 10 arirks 43. T was 4 
ſtranger, and ye took me not ing naked, and ye clothed 
me not ; ſick and 58 priſon, and ye viſited me not. 

I hele are charged, not with taking a-ay their 
Meat, but with not giving ; not with caſting them 
out, and baniſhing Chriſt in his Members, but with 
not taking them in 5 not with putting chem in Pri- 
ſon, bur with not viſiting them when they were 
there, and for this they are declared to be accurlſed, 
and ſentenced to go to curſed Deyils, 
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What a ſandy Fon» dationthen is the hope of multi- 
tades built ups, That becaule rhey are not open- 
ly prophane , they bl-is rherilelves ,, and make 
no qu..[tion but God will bis fs them roo. Like the 
Phariſee, Luke 15.11. God, IT thank thee, that I am 
not 4s other men are, extorizoners , unſuft , adulterers, 
or even as this publican. Thou proud Phariſce! What 
if thou art nv Swearer by the Blood and Wounds of 
Chriſt, yet thou arc no Lower of Chriſt, and for 
that thou ſhi. bu accurſed, Thou blind Phariſee ! 
What if thou art n0 Reproacher , Or Perſecutor of 
Chriſt, yet thoa art no Lover of Chrſt , for this 
thou ſhalt be accurſed. Thou Sclf-deluding Pha- 
riſee ! Whar if thou art no Blaſphemer of his Sacred 
Name, fo Oppoſer of iis holy Ways; no Drunkard, 
no eA:/ulterer, no Thief nor Rebber , yet thou art 
not a Chrijt lover, and ior this thou {hilt ba tnatbe- 
ma What if thou art not 2s otner men be, while 
thou art not WitaT tron cu7htelt.to be? What if 
thou 2rt not as this Publica, while thou art not as 
this man that loveth Cnrift ? the Bleſſing of God 
belongs not to thee, but the Curie of God, and his 
Wrath ſhall overtake thee. On look about you, 
and ſearch and fee whar S$:ns of Omiſſion you are 
guilty of, repeat aod mourn for them, or elſe you 
will be curſed and damned tor then). 


VI. It #s an eaſie thing for a man to fall under the 
Curſe of God. It is bat forbcariag to love Chrilt, 
and how eaſie a thing 1s that? it is but denying 
Chriſt your Heart, your hearty love, and tie 
Curſe is your on, and how eaſje a thing 1s that? 
to vbtain the Bleſſing is hard, is cxceeding ditticule z 


World. 
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World, and getting that under our feet, which was 
predominant in our hearts, and how hard a task is 
This ? there mult be calling off the love of the heart 
from Sin, which was as ovr right Eye, or right 
Hand unto us, and how difficult a work is this? 
there muſt be a loving above al}, what we hated 
more than al}; and an hating above al}, what we 


loved moſt of all; and thus to turn the ſtream of 


a man's AfﬀeQions is exceeding difficult. 


There muſt be r5ving to an Agony, Luk. 13.24, 


25. there muſt be wreſthng with Devils, Eph. 6. 12. 
with God himſelf, ſo as not to let him go, except 
he bleſs us; Gem 32. 24, 26. there muſt be fighting, 
and watching, and maintaining our ſpiritualWarfare, 
2 Tim. 4, 7. there muſt be running, as for life, 


1 Cor. 9. 24. all this to get the Blciling, when the 


Lord ſhall come ; ail hard and laborjous. 


But it is the eaſieſt thing in the world to come | 


under the Curſe and Wrath of God : Nay, it is 
hard not to have it come upon us. What mean 
then the moſt of men to take ſo much pains to bring 


the Curſe of God upon them? what need you beat | 


ſo much labour to undo your ſelves? what needs 
ſuch ſwearing , ſweating, in a way of Sin, as if you 
were ſtriving to get to Hel}; as if you thought you 
could not go thither faſt enovgh, nor get thither 
ſoon enough ? what need you rail at the People of 
Chriſt? and revile the ways of Chriſt ? and rent and 
tear his holy Name, in your prophane, polluted 
Mouths ? Hell might be had with leſſer pains : and 
if curſed you WILL be, curſed you MAY by, 
without wearying of your ſelves in committing of 
Iniquity : St ſtill, and you will run to Hell; do we 
thing, and you will ſoox be there. It is but letting 
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Faith, and Repentance, and Chriſt alone; it is bur 
forbearing what you ought ro do, and the Curſe 
will fall upon your Soul, and ſtick faſt to you for 
ever. 

It is eafie to do what you ſhould rot, to Ilove the 
World more than Chriſt. It is ealier 29 to do what 
you ſhould, not to love Chrift, and for the eaſier 
of theſe you may be as ſure of Hell, as if you were 
there already : therefore hold your Hands, and 
Tongne, and Feer, from inning ſo faſt, from ma- 
king ſuch ſpeed and haſte, from committing fin m4- 
mbu pedibuſque, with all our might and power; for 
if not :oving of Chriſt, not believing on him, not 


repenting for fin, will, and doth expoſe you to the 


Wrath and Curſe of God: Good Lord ! how eaſie 
a thing is it to be overtaken with Ir. 


VII. Muſt ſuch as want love to Chriſt be thus ac- 
curſed ? Then what great care and Conſcience ſhould 
Miniſters have to preach the Lord Feſus Chriſt unto the 
People with that plainneſs and power, that Chriſt might 
have their love, and they might have the bleſſings of 
Chriſt ? Curſed muſt the People be thar do not 
love Jeſus Chriſt, then curſed rauſt the Preacher be 
that preacheth himſelf, and not Chriſt , and ſtu- 
dieth to ſet out his own Gifts and Parts, that men 
might admire him for an Eloquent Orator , for his 
lofty Style , for his fruitful pregnant Fancy, and as 
the Phraſe now prevails, for his five Engliſh, or 
for a profound Philoſopher , or a great polemical 
Dzwvine ; while by his ſtarched Sentences, feraphi- 
cal Notions, and needleſs Pulpit Diſfputations, 
and manner of Expreſſions , he ſoars aloft above 


_ Eyes, 
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Eyes, as if he ſtudied in preaching of Chriſt, to higk 
Chriſt from ther Vnderſt andings 5 while he preach- 
eth to inſtruct rhem in the kr:owledge of Chriſt, 
he clouds the DeCtrine of Chriit, and makes the 
plain neceſlary Troths to be obſcure, thar afrer his 
polite Diſcourſe, poor ignorant Souls retain as ig- 
norant as before, as if tie ſtood amongſt a thouſand 
People that muſt be damned, and curſed with ever- 
laſting Curſcs, if they love not Chrilt, ro flouriſh 
his Parts, ro get the riame of a great Scholar, in 
making eaſe things hard, and hard more hard ,, when 
che truc ute of Learning ( and great Learning it) 
Is to make hard things eaſie, and to bring things 
ſublime and lofry , down to the capacity of the 
nieaneſt in the Congregation, that hath a Soul that 
muſt be damned or ſaved : Alas ! it would make a 
ſerious man to tremble, when he thinks all theſe 
People fland upon the brink of Eternity, and if 
Death jog; them, they fall and enter into it; and 
when he hea;cth the Preacher ſpeak with lofry Rhee 
torical Strains, great iwelling Words, as if he were 
m-king an Otation in the Schools, not conſidering 
the Ignorance, the weak Capacity, of hundreds of 
his Audicers, Can he think that Seryants that 
have precious Seuls, and many 1gnorant and un- 
lcarned Trades-men, that are taken up with the 
matters of the World all the Week, can be profi- 
ted 0ii the LorPs Day with ſuch a Style, or man- 
ner of expreliing the great things of God; that 
tnovgh {© be trviir Mer :cr-rongue, tranſcends their 
Appreherſion, alm: /: as much as if he ſpake in an 
unknown Larguas.., and fo u.deed is no better than 
an Engliſh Barbarias tO the People, 
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What curſed Pride is this, to ſeek Applauſe 
from men, when he ſhould be gaining Sinners eo 
Chriſt ? to ſe: k to have their periſhing breath, when 
he ſhould ſcek ro ſave their Immortal Souls ? What 
curſed doing is this to ſtand in Chriſt's ſtead, and 
commend himſelf, inſtead of commending Chriſt ? 
What thovg!: Chriſt be the Subj: of his Diicourſe, 
when his D.iicourſe upon chat Subye&t is ſo mana- 
ged, trar it glives from Chriſt, unto himſelf, bath as 
the Suvjett, and the End? Inhatred to ſuch doings, 
I was about to lay, What curſed Preaching is this, 
wherein dying Seit is ſought to be advanced in the 
eſteem of dying P-ople ; when Blfled Jelus ſhould 
be ſo ſer forth, thar be might be magnified 1n the 
hearts of all, be loved by all, be received by all; 
and immortal Souls ſo loving, and r<ceiving of 
him, might be for ever faved and bleſſed by him 2. 
And what is the cad of all ? that he might be reve- 
renced for his Parts, exrolled for his profound 
adorned Language, and have the commoi Vogue 


| of aman of more than ordivary Witdom : A Wiſe 


man ! and through his wiſdom ignorant. Souls do 
periſh: a Wiſe man ! and by his preaching with 
the enticing words of man's Wiſdom, even by the 
preaching of the only Saviour, in the words which 
man's Wifdom teacheth, and not the Holy Ghoſt, 
the Devil goes away with, and makes a prey of 
the Hearers Souls, who in hearing do not hear, 
neither do they underſtand ; not becauſe the Hearers 
are. ſuch Fools, but becauſe the Preacher 1s ſo wiſe. 
Lect him paſs for a Wiſeman in his own Conceit z 
let him be eſteemed a Wiſeman by them that 
do admire him, becauſe they do not underſtand 


bim, nor the. worth of Souls, nor the weighty 
work 
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work and end of Preaching. bur with me he ſhall ne: 
ver paſs for a wiſe Preacher, who had rather be 1 
Fool for Chriſt, than wiſe for my ſclf ; for in ſuch 
a place and work in being wiſe {in the reproved 
ſenſe.) for my felt, I thou}d be found an egregious 
Fool. H= that preacheth fo that mo man car ratio 
nally contemn him, and yet every man underſtand 
him, and thereby wins Soals to ſet their love on 
Chriſt, is a Wiſeman, and a Learned Preacher; 
when he that preacheth fo, that few or none of 
the meaner Capacities, which are the greater num- 
ber, can undecitand him, any further. than to un- 
derſtand they do not underſtand him; and ſo the 
People perith for want of knowledge, under the 
{ound of protoundeſt knowledge , ſhall have lit- 
tle thanks from ſuch People at the Judgment- 
day ; and what Reward he ſhall have from Chriſt, 
when he comes to tike an accounr of Miniſter 
for preaching, and People for hearing , let him 
take into his ſerious thoughts, and learn of 
Learned Paxl, who hath left a pattern of the 
wiſeſt Preaching, 2 Cor. 4. 5. For we preach not ow 
ſelves, but Chriſt Teſs the Lord, and our ſelves your 
ſervants for Jeſus ſake, leſt not preaching Jeſvs the 
Lord, buc himſelf, as if he were more than a Ser- 
vant, and Jeſus not Lord, he find, when Preaching 
and Hearing are ended and ceaſe, Maran-atha, and 
Anathema, be joined together. 


VIII. Muſt they be curſed that love not Chriſt? 
then know, that outward Proſperity and this Curſe art 
conſiſtent. A man might be a proſpering man 
in this World, and curſed in this World ,* and in 
the World to come. 
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Do you ſee many, whoſe Lives declare they 
have no fincere love to Chriſt in their Hearts, 
thrive and abound in outward Enjoyments ? not 
love Chriſt, and yet are ſtrong : not loye Chriſt, 
and yet are rich: not love Chriſt, and yet be in 
honour : What then ? Might not a man in health 
be a curſed man ? nay, the more ſtrength he hath, 
the more able he 1s to do the Devil Service, and 
ſo his ſtrength is a curſe unto him, The more he 
enjoyeth of the World, the more he hath to loye, 
and the more he loves it; and fo his Enjoyments 
are a Curſe unto him, when they keep him from 
placing his loye upon Jeſus Chriſt, Have you 
not read, that mens Bleſſings are curſed ; al. 
2. 2. Tf ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay it 
to heart, to give glory to my name, ſaith the Lord of 
hoſts; I will even ſend a curſe upon you, and I will 
curſe your bleſſings : yea, I bave curſed them alrea- 
ay, becauſe ye do not lay st to hearr. God threa- 
tens-to curſe wicked mens Bleſſings 5 I will curſe 
your bleſſings. 1 wilt ! that 1s not xo do now, / 
bave curſed them already. 

Many are apt to cail the proud happy; Afal. 
3-15. The Rich, though bad, are thought by 
many to be bleſſed : a great miſtake ! all men 
might fee their outward Bleſſings, but all have 
not eyes to behold the zmward Curſes that lie un- 
der thoſe outward Bleſſings. Is it not a Curſe 
to have Riches without Grace ? to haye our Por. 
tion and Bleſſings, and all in this Life? to pro- 
ſper in the World, and to be every moment in 
danger of Hell? do you look upon it to be ſuch 
happineſs to have all for the Body, and nothing 
for the Soul ? to have Earth, and nothing of 
Heaven, 
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Heaven, and nothing to ſhew for them? Yoy 
read of fome that have their Portioa in” this 
life on Earth, Pſal. 17. 14. and you might read 
that their Portion on Earth is a curted Por 
tion, Fob 2.4. 18. and was it not fo with the 
Rich man ſpoken of in the Goſpel ? that on Earth 
hid his purple robes, and fine linen, and ſumptuou 
coſtly diſhes every day. O happy man | but lay 
gill you herr the end: He died, and whither 
then? to Hell, Where is now your happy 
man ? and what is his conditzon there ?. whar, 
there he finds more pain , than on Earth plea- 
ſure : there he fecls more torment and terror, 
than al] his days on Earth had pleaſure and 
deligntz LZuk. 16. 25. But Abraham ſaid, Son, re- 
member that thou in thy hfe-time recervedſt thy good 
things, and likewiſe Lazarus evil things : but now 
he us comforted, and thou art tormented. Remember | 
that vexeth, not ealeth : #2 thy life-time , but that 
was but for the time of life, which then was 
ſhort and 1weet ; but this Life where now I am, 
more properly callecl Death than Life, is long 
and bitter : recezveſt thy good things; but amongſt 
them all hadſt not a good God, a good Con- 
{cience, nor one good Fruit of the Spirit; no, 
not fo much as love to Chriſt ; but now he is 
comforted, and thou art tormented; he is bleſled, 
and thou art curſed : he is happy, and thou art 
miſerable. Behold the change ! the world's bleſſed 
mans ts now the curſed man: and he that was 
the miſerable man in the eſteem of the World, 
is now the bleſſed man. 

Then do not judge of Bleſſedneſs or Miſery 
by the proſperity or poverty of this World, = 
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by the graces of the Spirit, or want of thea 
in your hea[ts, patticularly by your love, or 
want of love to. Jeſus Chriſt, For it is not ſaid, 
Let bim that is not rich, but let him that loves mot 
Chriſt , be Anathema, Maran-atha. 


IX, Muſt all that love not Chriſt be curſed, 
then tremble at the thoughts of the great number 
that ſhall be curſed. There are but few compa- 
tatively Laat have ſincere Love to Chriſt, therefore 
but few comparatively that ſhall be bleſſed by en- 
tring into Eternal bleſled life: dat. 7. 13. Enter 
in at the ſtrait gate, for wide is the gate, and broad is 
the way that leadeth to deſtruftion, and many there be 
which go in thereat; 14. Becauſe ſtrait is the gate, and 
narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and few there 
be that find 3t. 

Many for want of Love to Chriſt will not bear 
his Croſs 3 but all that want this love Fizally, ſhall 
bear his Curſe. The number of the Curſe-bearers, 
and Non-lovers of Chrift, ſhall be an equal number 
{fo many, and no more. 

Conſider then- what multitudes there are, that 
hve other thicgs more tian Chriſt, and ſee what 
vaſt runDders of men ſhall be accurſed, 

i. How many are gaAndoyr, Lovers of pleaſures 
more than lovers of Chriſt 2 2, Vim. 3. 4. 

2, How many «cre gadgyves, Loners of money 
more than lovers of Chriſt ? i aey prize their Silver 
above The Savicur, and part with him to keep that, 
Like 16. 14. 2 Tim. 3. 2» 

3- How many are gAimuer* Lovers of hononrs 
more than lovers of Chriſt? John 5. 4.2, 44, and 
and 12, 43, 
4+ How 
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4. How many are giaavnr, Lovers of themfeluy 


| - more than lovers of Chriſt ? 2 Tim. 3. 2.. Andindeed 


ſinful ſelf-love is the very heart and core of the car. 
nal man, and the great Idol of all unconverted ſin- 
ners. Principles of ſelfiſhnels are the riſe of all their 
actions, and ſelf is the cnd and ſcope at which they 
aim in all they do ; and ſo ſer up ſelf in the room 
of God and Chriſt 3 and love carnal ſelf, when 
they ſhould love Chriſt, and ſo ſhall Iye under the 
Curſe, when they would have a Bleſſing. Few love 
Chriſt, and few bleſſed by Chriſt, Moſt are void 
of love unto him, and moſt ſhal} be accuried at his 
coming, Is it an bard ſaying ? If hard, yet true, 
Is it a hard ſaying? But it will be harder feeling, 
when the Curſe ſhall ſully be inflited. 


XI. Shall every one that loves not Chriſt be An 
thema, when Maran-atha, accurſed when the Lord 
ſhall come ? then the day of ChriſPs coming will be 4 
doleful dayto the Non- Lovers of Chriſt. Then all the 
World ſhall be divided into curſed ones, and bleſſed 
ones. You love not Chriſt, and yer bleſs your elf; 
but I pray you conſider Marar-atha, the Lord 
comes. You glory in your Eſtate , though Chriſt 
hath not your Heart ; but I beg of you, that 
you would remember Maran-atha. You put the 
Curſe, and the Evil day far from you; but | 
beſeech you let Maran-atha found in your ears. 
Then ! Oh then, you ſhall curſe the day that ever 
you were born ! you ſhall curſe the time that 
you lived under the Goſpel, and heard of Chrilt, 
but did not love him. You ſhall curſe your felf 
for your wickedneſs, madneſs and folly , chat fo 


loyely a Chriſt was ſet before you, and you had 
not 
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not an heart to ſer your loye upon him; and 


fa 
#1 curſed heart, that would love the World, and 


|| nat love yonder glorious Chriſt | Oh curſed Will, that 


diaſt chuſe the Vanities of the World before the Son 
of God | Oh curſed was that love which 1 gave un- 
to the Creature , and did deny to Chriſt | How can 
I hold up my head now to behold that Chriſt, whom 
] never had an heart to love ? How can I hear that 
Voice, and yet it 1s ſo great, ſo thundring, and ſo 
loud, that I cannot but hear it , commanding me to 
depart like a curſed Wretch, when I never did, and 
never would hearken to his Voice, calling to me to 
love him, and to give my Heart and Afettions to 
him? Wo is me | now Maran-atha , and now I am 
Anathema. Wo 7s me | the Lord 15 come, and with 
him wrath is come 5 and baniſhment from Heaven us 
come. Wo, wo, wo 1s me! the Lord 1s come, and 
I feel fear and trembling 1s come : ten thouſand 
woes to me. for the Lord 4s come., and now com- 
pleat damnation comes: the Lord 15 come, and I muſt 
go. T poor Wretch muft go: go ? Whither muſt F 
go? to a curſed place : to whom! Alas! to cnrſed 
Company : But how * wo is me! like a curſed Wretch. 
Curſed moſt bitterly ; curſed finally, totally, Body and 
Soul, and all eternally; for I had no Love for Chriſt, 
and now Chriſt hath no Bleſſing for me. 

Whea it is (aid throughout the World, Maran- 
atha; then the World will ring with this Cry, eve- 
ry one that loves not Chriſt, is now Anathema. 


CHAP. 


Love to CHRIST 


CHAP. VII. 
Twenty Aggravations of want of Love to C brif 


'F® E Second Uſe dot". bring a Charge and an Ac- 
cuſation againſt you, for not loving the Lord Je 
ſus Chriſt. Some openly declare by their aftions and 
manner of converfation, Toat they do not love 
bim. Some opezly pretend Love to Chriſt, but real: 
Iy have no Jove unto hin, Ezck, 33. 31. And they 
come unto thee as the people cometh, and they ſit before 
thee as my people, and they hear thy words, but they wil 
not as them : for with their mouth they ſhew much love, 
but their heart goeth after their covetouſneſs. Love to 
Chriſt is in theic month, but love'te ihz world is in 
their hears, Some fay they love him, but God know! 
they do not. J*hn 35. 42. But I know you, that ye havt 
not the love of God in you. 
grear 2 lin this is? Why then do you make fo light 
of it? Why then are you no more aſhamed, that 
you waat this love ? Would you not be aſhamed 
if this report went of you, That you 4:4 not ove 
your Wife, your Children, or your Neighbour ? And is 
it not an incomparably greater fin and ſhame, that 
you do not love the Lord Feſus ? The only Son of 
God, the only Saviour of loft ftaners. How is it 
that you do {o ſeidom or never bewail the want of 
love to Ciriſt, in your Prayers ; or ſcarce put it 
in amongſt the Confeſſion of your Sins ? What? 
do you loye your Gold, and not your God ? Oc do 


you make your Gold your God, and then love 
your 
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your Gold; inſtead of loving the true God ? Can 
you love your Silver, and not the precious Saviour ? 
Are you bound to love your very Enemies, and yet. 
have no Jove to him that would be your ſureſt, 
greateſt, and moſt faithful friend ? What ſhall 1 ſay? 
Good Lord, 1 am aſhamed, and bluſh to ſay, which 
yet is true of too many of the ſons of men, that 
they both can and do love their very beaſts, their 
deg, their horſe, and all their cartel, and yet will 
not be prevailed with to love thy Son, thy only Son; 
and by chee, beloved Son ! Nay, what ſhall 1 ſay ? 
That you do love your very luſts, ard filthy ſins, that 
will deſtroy and damn you for ever, and yet not 
love that only Lord and Feſus that would fave you 
from your fins, and from Heii for ever. What can I 
ſay? but that you love not Chriſt, becauſe you love 
your ſin ſo much, | 

Oh horrid ſhame! Love Deformity and not 
Beauty? Where are your eyes? Surely your love 
to fin is blind. O monſtrous Lover ! Love that 
which is worſt-of all, and not him that is beſt of 
all! Where is your ceaſon? Have you loſt the un- 
derſtanding of a man? Hath ſin bereaved you of 
your wits? Theg oh Madnets and Folly ! Are you 
ſo fond of ſin, as to be darnn'd for it ? Are you fo 
fooliſhly fond of this world, as for the love of is 
to be hated of God, and baniſhed out of his Glo- 
rious Preſence for ever? ls your Soul fo clogg'd 
with fleſh, and ſunk ſo deep into it, that it can 
riſe no higher in its loye, than ſeniual, earthly, 
and fleſhly delights and pleaſures? Will this love 
be ſo (weet in the review, as you think it 1s in 
the preſent taſte thereof? Is this ſo vile a thing, 
ſo baſe and ſordid _ that feats you below 
tie 
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the rank of men, not to be reproyed ? For this 
are you not juſtly blamed ? 

Blamed! yea, and juſtly reckoned an Azarthemy, 
that hath ſuch an incomparable Object as Chriſt 
propounded to him, and yet will nor love him? 
Whoſe Excellencies are ſet forth, and yct he ſeeth 
no Eeauty in him? 1 hat when there ts nothing in 
the world ſo ſuitable to a ſinner, as Chriſt, and 
yet wili-you be fo perverſe as to imagine, and 
your heart maintain, that Riches are more ſuita- 
ble, and Pleaſures are more ſuitable, and Chriſt 
and the things of Chrilt, the only inconvenient 
things for you? If you do not think ſo, why do 
you do fo as-you Go, in denying him your love? 
Are 'you not to be blamed, that when yet you 
might have Chriſt , are ror paſt a capacity , a 
pollibility of having Chriſt, and all his benefit 
and good by him, tliat you do not turn your 
love unto hin? Are you not to be blamed, whe 
you thus do vilihe? that Biefſed Lord thar none 
can over-valus ? Will not you paſs for a ſinful 
wretch, among all wiſe and ſerious men , nay, 
with God and Angels, that you have a will for the 
world, ard for the empty vanities of this life, but 
no will for Chiift, for a full, and All-ſufficient 
Ch:iſt? When you do prefer fading enjoyments df 
a tranſitory life, before a durable good in <terndl 
Hfe? Tell me, I beicech you, is noi he deſerved 
a wretch, whom neither the Exccllencies of Chriſt 
himſelf, nor all the benefits he might have by 
tim, will move him to ſet his heart upon him! 
What do you think? What do you ſay? Have yol 
done well or 1!] in not loving Chriſt ? Well, yol 
dare not ſay; I, you are 1cth to ſay; decars 
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by ſo ſaying you will condemn your felf, What 
then ? Condemn your felt, becaule you have not 
loved hims and love him now, that you might 
not be condemned by God, and curſed by Chriſt, 
for not loving him at all. 


But becauſe. the wart of love to Chriſt is 
ſuch an horrid, loathſume fin, and yet lamented 
but by a few, as it it were in our days almoſt 
accounted for no lin at all, I ſhall endeayour to 
aggravate the hainoufnels thereot in, Twenty par- 
ticulars, propounded to you by way of queſti- 
ons, and let me 1itreat you to weigh them with 
a ſerious mind, and when Right Reaſon ſhall 
dictate a | true anſwer , ſeek out ſome ſecret 
place , where you might weep biuterly for this 
odious ſin, want of love to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. 


I. Not love Chrift! What is this , but a croſſing 
of the end of God in making thee a man? In et- 
ting thee above the beaſts of the field? In gi- 
ving thee a more noble and more excellent ſoul, 
than he hath given to the unreaſonable crea- 
tures? Hath not God given thee a ſoul capable 
of knowing Jeſus Chriſt? And what ſhouldſt' 
thou know him for, if not to love him ? Hath 
not God given thee a will ro go forth in us 
atings upon the moſt ſweet and ſuitable Ob- 
jects? And what is that but Chriſt ? Hath he 
not put ſuch an aff:fion 'as Love into thy 
heart? And doſt thuu t'ink in thy Conſcience, 
it was that thou mighteft love the world, and 
not his Son? Thy ſelf, and not his Son ; but 
H 2 thy 


—— DD —— — — = PI I Wo == 
> fn EEE EEC ESSE ESSE EEE EG =D . . 


—— ——— 
a—Pe__—S——_—_—_—== — == 


_— == MI 


— A_REPLY 


——_———_—— 


CO ESTES DI SY 5 NN WEri nes. PE 


- = — — 
= EE DI IEEE —_—_— 


100 Loveto CHRIST 


thy ſelf in oppoſition to his Son? Thy fin, and 
not his Son? Canſt tizoa imagine that God 
made thee a man, aud not a beaſt, that thoy 
mignteſt love him no more than beaſts can love 
him? Then it had bren enough if God had 
made thee a bcait, and not a man. Or doſt 
thou repent riat God hath given thee the Na- 
ture, the Reaſon, and the Love of a man, that 
thou wilt not place it upon himſelf , for which 
end he made thee. a man? If thou doſt repent 
that thon art a man , and not a beaſt, then 
chuſe the Love and Pleaſures of a beaſt, and 
refuſe the Love and Pleaſures of a man, and 
that as a wan thou art capable of, If not, 
why doſt thou not anſwer the end of thy crea- 
Lion ? 

Doſt thou not ſee that all the Viſible Works 
of God do that for which they were made ? Did 
not God make the Sxx to give light unto this 
World? And doit thou not ſee what haſte it 


' Makes to ict, and in the morning thou percei- 


veſt, when out of view, it kept its courſe, and 
haſted to riſe to give its light ro this our He- 
miſphere again ? Did not God make this Earth 
to bring forth Fruit for the comfort of man? 
And doft thou not daily eat thereof ? Did not 
God make other Creatures for the uſe and fer- 
vice of man? And do they not do ſo? And 
hath not God made thee, and made it thy du- 
ry to loye him ? Why then doſt thou not 
QCO 1it. 


God! And that in the beſt of his viſible works. 
It the like were done by other creatures, how 
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{von wouldſt thou be weary of thy life? If the 
Sun ſhould withhold its light , what a dungeon 
would this world be ? It tie Eart!: ſhould bring 
forth nothing but Briais and Thorns, it would 
yield thee uwothing but vexation and forrow. If 
the creatures ſhould ule their power and ſtrength 
againſt thee, as they do in ſerving of thee, thou 
wouldſt judge it better to want them, than to 
have them. And ſhall 21} that was made for man 
anſwer their ei:d, and not man, that was made 
more immediately for Go1 himſclf? But a man 
that wants Love to Chriſt, 1s become worle than 
the beaſts that periſh, Pſal. 49. 20. Better thou 
hadſt never had the heart of a man, if Chriſt hath 
not thy heart, 


Il. Not love Chriſt | What us this, but a thwarting 
the end of all Chriſt's andcertaking for thee, as thy Re- 
deemer * When man had ſinned away the Holy 
Image of God, and turned his heart and zffeftions 
from God to the Creature, man might have feared 
him, but never have loved him, Gem. 3. 10. 1 heard 
thy voice in the garden, and I wis afraid. -—Sin 
had brought ſuch an avecſacion in the heart of 


man from God and all good, that without Chriſt's 


undertakings for man, man could have loved him 

no more than Devils, | 
Wby did the Son of God become the Son of 
Man ? Why did he ſhed his Blood, lay down his 
Life? Why did he ſuffer, ſweat, bleed, and dye ? 
Why did he bear our Puniſhment, fatisfie Divine 
Juſtice, endure the Wrath of God, the Rage of 
Men and Devils, but to bring man back again to 
God, from whom he had departed? And that the 
| FH ſtream 
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ſtream of mau's affetions might be turned again 
into its right. Channel? | 
Couldſt thou not have loved the World, and 
Self, if Chriſt tad never dyed? Couldit thon nor 
have loved thy Pleaſures and thy Sins, if Chriſt 
had never died ? And having died, wilt thou love 
no better ? Hath he come from Heaven to gain thy 
Love, and fhall he not have it ? Hiarth he given 
himſelf a Ranſom to deliver thee from thy Capti- 
vity, and paid thy Debr, for which thou ſhouldſt 
have gone tothe Priſon: of Hell, to gain thy Love, 
and ſhall he not have it ? Hath he given his Life for 
thine, his Soul for rhine, in dying when thou 
ſhovldſt have dyed, and all this to gain thy Love, 
and ſhall he not have it ? | 
What thinke[{t thou ? Was Chriſt weary of the 
Boſom of his Father ? Was ic more honourable for 
him io dwell in fiefh on earth, than with the Father 
of Spirits in H:zaven? Was ir not. infiaite Conde- 
eition, for his Deity to be vailed with the rags of 
our Humanity ? Or was Chriſt prodigal ot his 
BlooJ, or weary of his Life; or did he love and 
chuſe ſuch cruel Scourgings, fuch Contempt and 
Scorn, ſuch a curſed, ſhameful, paintul Death for 
themielves? Surely all this was for ſome great and 
noble end; which end thou dotft, as much as in 
thee lies, by thy not loving him, fruſtrate, -and 
render unattainable; for it ali men ſhould deny 
him their Love, asTthon dolt, where would be the 
Reconciliation betwixt God and man, Remiſſion of 
Sins, or Salvation of Souls, which Chriſt died to 
rocure ? Will God be reconciled to that man that 
doth not love him ? Or can that man that loves not 
him be reconciled unto God ? Or doth not Recon- 
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ciliation without Renewals of Love, ſound like a 
contradiction ? Or ſhall Remiſſion and Salvation be 
youckhſafed to them that neyer iove him? B-hold 
then the greatneſs of this fin, in its thwatting the 
wonderiul Undertakings of Chriſt for man's Re« 


demption, 


IT. Not love Chriſt | What t# this but an oppoſmg and 
withſtanding all the Operations of the Spirit ? For do 
not all cend to this, 1 hat you ſhould Loyerte Lord 
Jeſus ? What do all Convidtons tend it, 1n {newing 
thee thy loſt eſtate, the vanit» of fhe world, the 
emptineſs of the creature, the impellibility of Sal- 
vation by any other, but that thou mighteſt look 
after him, and make him the Object of thy Love Z 
What meaneth the Illumination ot the Spirit, in en- 
lightning of thy miad in the knowledge of Chriſt, 
to ſee and diſcern the Frlneſs and Sfhciency of 
Ciriſt ; the Fitneſs and Suitableneis of Chritt 5 the 
Freeneſs and the Wiilingueſs of Chiiff, but that 
thou ſhouldſt fix thy Love upon him ? What do all 
the Perſuaſions , Strivings, and Wooings of the 
Spirit tend to, but Love to Chriſt ? Was everany 
more ſolicitous for the love of anotuaer, than the 
Spirit hath been, that Chriſt might have chine ? 
And ſhall all, and thine only Anſwer be, I cannet 
love him, I will not love him 2? No? Why not? Canſt 
thou better place thy Love ? Canſt thow find in 
Hcaven or Earth, a more juitable Object? Yet art 
thou reſolved to give no other anſwer, but that in 
Jer. 2. 25. I bave loved ſtrangers, and after them will 
I go. 1 have loved the woild, and 1 will love it 3 
I have loved my pleaſures, and I will love them ; 
I have loved my fin, and fo I will ſtill, Why ſore- 

H 4 ſolyed, 
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flolved, poor finner ! Why fo reſolute ? Should no 
the worid be a ſtranger ro thee, and thou to the 
world ? Should not lin be a ſtranger to thee, and 
thou to fin? What though? I have loved theſ 
rangers, and afrer them my heart and love ſhal 
g0, Indeed! then let all men judge, God and 
Angels judge what an oppoſcr thou art to all the 
Wotkings of the Spirit to the contrary. 


IV. Not love Feſus! Woat 1s this but fearful ſining 
agatnſt the oſt, gracious Attributes of Goa ? 
| Ie Was it not love in God to give his Son to be a Sa 
viour £ And wilt thou fin againſt this Love, in not 
loving him that by Love was given for thee ? Was 
.It not fo infinite, ſo great, ſo wonderful, that no 
martal man can comprehend it ? Johz 3. 16. Godſo 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son.— 
Is- it not ſuch marifeſt love, thit all the Devils in 
He!] cannot d<ny it to be love ? 1 Fohn 4. g. In this 
was manifeſted the Ive of God towards us, becauſe that 
God ſent his only begotten Son into the world, that me 
might live through him. Was it not preventing Love 
in God togive tis Son for thee, before thou gaveſt, 
or couldit give thy love to him ? 1 Fob? 4. 10. 
Herein 1s love, not that we loved God, but that he loved 
5,and ſerit his Son to be a propitiation for our ſins. And is 
. It not a great fin againſt ſuch great love, and a ma- 
nifeſt fin againſt ſuch manifeſt love, not to love him 
with a folowng love, that fo far loved thee with a 
- preventing love ? | 
. 2+ Was it not Infinite Wiſdom in God to find ont ſuch 
4 way, that Tuſtice might be fully ſatisfied, and free 
Aercy might be richly manifeſted ? That ſin might 
be puniſhed to the. uitermoſt, and yet the ſinner 
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fayed to the uttermoſt ? Sin puniſhed, and the ſin- 
ner pardoned ? If all the Angels in Heaven that 
excel in Wiſdom and Kaowledge, bad been called 
to Conncel, they could never have thought of this 
way for fallen man's recovery, which is the product 
of the Infinite Wiſto of God, and by the Church 
made known to Angels. Eph. 3. 10. To the intent 
that now unto the. principalities and powers in heavenly 
places, might be known by the Church the manifuld wiſe 
dom of God, What greater foliy then cait there be, 
than to ſin againſt ſuch Wiſdom ? 

3» Way it not Goodneſs in God to accept of Chriſt” 
Sufferings for thy Sinnings ? Of Chriſt's Death, in» 
ſtead of thy Damnation, if chon wonldſt beleve 
on him and love him? And wilt thou Wight this 
Goodneſs, by withholding thy.love from him ? 

4. Was it not patience in God to wait ſo long for thy 
Love ? Might he not kave damned thee for thy firſt 
refuſal ? And have taken thy firſt denial for thy fi- 
nal anſwer ? And have ſcorncd thy love, after thou 
hadſt fo long given it to the world and fin, and des. 
nied it unto his Son ? And when inthy wicked heart 
thou hadſt once ſaid, Thou wilt not love him, God 
in his righteous judgment mizht have faid, I have 
thine anſwer 3 and for this, Thos ſhalt not love him, 
If God had been thus quick and ſhort with thee, 
who haſt been ſo flow to love his Son, what a de- 
plorable condition would thy Soul have been in this 
day, and to all Eternity? But if God hath waited 
ſo many years, and doth ſtill wait, if perhzps thon 
wilt chapge thy mind, return unto thy wits, and 
give a wiſer anſwer? Wilt thou ſtill abuſe his Pati- 
ence, by perſiſting in the denial of thy love to 
Chriſt? Take heed left his Patience towards thee 
ſhould 
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ſhould end, before thy Love to Chriſt begin ; for 
#hen when thy Puniſhment for not loving of hin 
doth once begin, it thall never end. The longeſt 
Parience turned 1ato Wrath, thou ſhaft find the 
longeſt and the hotteſt Wrath, and moſt fiery Is 
digration. 


V. Not love Feſus! What is this but an utter ſu 
werting of the whole deſign of the Goſpel, and refufin 
life ani ſalvation by the Covenant of Grace ? God gane 
to innocent ivan a Law and Coveiant of Works, 
but he quickly tranſgreſſed thar Law, and therchy 
by that Covenant Happineſs became impoſlible to 
man. After that, God gave a Law and Covenant 
of Grace to fallen man, and eſtabliſh the ſamein 
the Blood of hisSon 3 and will you alto refuſe Life 
and Happineſs by going on in your ſin of not [6 
ving Chriſt ? For hereby 


1. The Conditions Negl:Ced, 
2. The Threatnings\ of the Go- JSlighted. 

3. The Commands | ſpel are YDitobeyed. - 
4. The Promiſes Uuvervalued, 


1. The Conattions of the Goſpel, and Covenant of 
Grace are neglefted. The great Article, ine Sm 
and Summary wiereof is, I will be your God, and yt 
ſhall be my people, Heb. 8, 10, I will love you, and 
you ſh:Il love me 3 my nears ſhall be co wards you, 
and your heart ſhall be towards me : I will love 
none like you, and you ſhall love none like me. 
How is this done? Can yon love him while you do 
not love him ? Hath God and Chriſt your heart; 
while the world and ſin have your hearts? 2 Gr. 
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6 18, I will be a father unto you, and ye ſhall be my 
ſuns and danghters, ſaith the Lord Almighty. That 
is, I-will pity you as a father, and love you as a fa- 
ther doth jus children, and much more ; and ye 
ſhall love me as ſons and daughters love their fa- 
ther, and much more. A ten, and not love! a 
daughter, and not love ! ſuch ſons and daughters 
are bitterneſs ro cheir Patents 3 and fo are ye to 
Chriſt. 


2. In not loving Chrift, the Threatnings of the Go- 
ſpel are ſlighted, and ſet at nought by thee. It 1s aread- 
ful to tis vader the Cuiſes of the Law ; but it is 
more terrible to fall uader the Caries of the Go» 
ſpel, It might make thy heart to ſhake within thee, 
to have the Curſe and not the Bleſſing of thy Makers 
but it might make thy heait to fink within thee, to 
have thie Curſe and not the Bleſling of the Redeemer. 
What elſe doth he do in the wo:ds of the Text? 
Wiar elſe is it but a Curſe, ro be ridged, acconnt- 
ed, deciired ro be un« otthy of Chrilt? Unworthy 
to be pardoned by him, aid faved by hims that 1s, 
not fit to be ſaved by Chriſt, nor fit to be delivered from 
hell, or taken up to heaven. Mat. 10. 37- te that lo- 
veth father or mather more than me, us n9t worthy of me ;; 
and he trat loveth ſon or daughter more thanme, 18 not 
worthy of me. Or wilt thou blets thy ſeit cho tliou 
heareſt this Curſe ? Like the man, Dexr. 29. 19. Arg 
3: come to paſs when he heareth the words of this curſe, 
that he bleſs bimſelf in his heart, ſaying, I ſhall have 
peace, tho I walk in the imagination of my heart, to 
add drunkenneſs to thirſt, So thou; Tho I do love 
the world, and fin, and ſelf, more than Chriſt, I 
(hall haye Peace, and Pardon, and Eternal = 
Salt 
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Shalt thou ſo? How wilt thou come by it ? From 
whom. wilt thou have it? Will God ſpare ſuch | 
man ? Shall not his Anger ſmoke againſt him ? Ang 
the Fire of his Indignarion barn him up till he he 
coniumed ? Or burnhim, tho by burning be ſhall 
never be co::iumed. If it were a man, thuu might. 
eſt ſay, Let hm curſe, Pſal. 109. 28. But wilt thoy 
ſay of God, of Chriſt, Ler jim curſe, who cares! 
Let him curte, who fears his Curſe ? Thou careleſ 
ſinner ! God wiil make thee care, and if thou doſt 
not fear, God will make thee feel the weight 
his Anger ; and when thou ſhalt feel what noy 
thou doſi not fear, thou ſhalt nor make fo light a 
matter of it. 


3. The great Command of God, by not loving of hin, 
25 diſobeyed;, Match. 22. 37. Thou ſhalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, and 
with all thy mind. 38, This ts the firſt and great com- 
mandment. The Lord Jeſus is a great King, a great 
Saviour, T:e Command to love him is a great Con- 
mand, which if thou doſt not do, upon this account 
thou art a great Sinner. If a great Swearer, then ye 
ſay, ſuch a one is a great Sinner, a great Drunkard, 
and therefore a great Sinner; and fo he is. But tho 
thou art no Drunkard, no Swearer, yet not a Lover 
of Chriſt, for this, I ſay, thou art a great Sinner; 
for thou liveſt in daily diſobedience to the great 
Command. 


4. By not loving of Chriſt, the Promiſes of the Goſp!! 
are undervalued; if thou would(t love bim, he pro- 
miſeth thee a Crown of life, Fam. 1. 22. he promt- 


{eth thee all the good that thou doſt want, or cauſt 
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defice; the pardon of Sm, the Favour of God 3 
deliverance from Hell, the Happineſs of Heaven. 
Oh what Inducements of Love are theſe ! What 
Motives ! what Incentives! what madneſs to loſe 
all theſe for the love of the World, for the love of 


'| a naſty, filthy Luſt ! Wilt thou till ſay, all theſe 


ſhall never gain my love to Chriſt? nor move 


| me to ſet my heart upon him? Thou ſayſt, thou ſayſt 


mt ſo, but I fay, and God knows thou deft ſo ; and 
is it not as bad to do ſo, and not fay fo ; as not ſay 
ſo, and yet do ſo, when thy doing ſo, is as if thou 
faidſt ſo: So! how? why as if thou ſaidſt, Rather 
than I will Iovve Chriſt, I will never be pardoned ; ras 
ther than IT will love Chriſt, 1 will go without the Fa- 
ver of God , without the Joys of Heaven ; I will be 
damned, and go to Hell, rather than I will love Chriſt , 
ſayſt thou ſo? or wilt thon do ſo? is the Love of 
Chriſt ſo grievous to thee? take thy choice ; and 
when thou art in Hell, and damned there , thou 
ſhalt never love him. 


VI. Not love Chriſt ! what u this but odious Ingra- 
titude for the greateſt Kindneſs to the Children of men ? 
Suppoſe thou waſt in debt, and unable to pay, there- 
fore muſt be caſt into Priſon; one diichargeth thy 
Debr, wouldſt thou not luve him ? if not, would 
not all ſay, thou art unthankful ? Suppoſe thy ſelf 
to be in Turkiſh Slavery, and one redeem thee, 
wouldſt thou not love him ? Suppoſe thou art con- 
demned ro dye, and one procures thy Pardon, 
wonldſt thou not love bim ? or bear che brand of 
an ungrateful Pzrſon ? Thov waſt in debr to Gad, 
and hadft nothing to pay; thou waſt in ſlavery to 


Sin 
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Sin and Satan; thou waſt at exmty with God : cp 
demned to dye, in danger of Heil, unfit for Heaven: 
the Tuſftice of God aid flame againſt thee : the Wrath 
God did lie upon thee ;, Hell and Devils waited fu 
thee, None could help thee, but Chriſt ; ſatih 
for thee, but Chriſt ; purchaſe thy Pardon, but 
Chriſt;lave thee fromHe!},and bring thee toHeayen, 
but Criſt: nor He neither without ſuffering, bleeding 
ſweating, dying : without bearing the puniſhment of th 
fins, giving bu Soul for thine, his Life for thine and 
after all this, art not thou to a wonder unthankfyl 
if thou wilt not fo much as love him ? wilt not! 
let the Heavens be aſhoniſhed ! and the Earth ame 
Zed, and ail the Creation of God bluſh, and he 
aſhamed at tlie unthankfulncſs of ſinful men ! that 
hear, that for their ſakes Chriſt was ſcourged, buf: 
feted, crowned with Thorns; his Side pierced 
with a Spear, Nails driven tiirough his Hands and 
feet, was arraigaed , cond:zmned, accuſcd, con- 
demned and crucified, and yet will not love 
Chriſt ſcourged for them; a Chriſt groaning unde! 
the burden of their Sin ; a Chri/# ſweating under the 
heavy load of the Wraih of ©od, © will not loves 
weeping, bleeding, crucified Chriſt, when all this ws 
endured in their room and itcad. 


VY. Not love Chriſt ! i not this damnable contenn- 
ing and deſpifing of him ? Is it not a cetting him at 
nov7ght ? 1T is ſpoken of Chriſt, Pſa. 22 6. Art 
proach of men, and deſpiſed of the people. And Iſa. 53 
3. Hes deſpiſed and rejeffed of men.—— #7e wi. at 
Jpiſed, and we eſteemed him not. Ttie Septuagint tral 
flate the word by e5wisv, which is uſed of Chil 

il 
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in the New Teſtament, Luke 23. 11. And Herod 


| with bis men of war ſet him at aought, and mocked 


him— ACt. 4. 11. This was the ſtone which was ſet 
at nought by you ouilders—. What we greatly love, 
we highly value : what we love not at all, we va- 
lue not at all, and that we do deſpiſe. And is it 
not ſin enough to deſpiſe the People of God , but 
wilt thou alſo deſpiſe the Sox of God ? not enough 
to deſpiſe the Word and Ways of God, but wilt 
thou add this to it, to deſpiſe the-only begotten 
Son of God ? MNot to love, and to deſpiſe, is all 


'] one; Matth. 6. 24. No man can ſerve two maſters 
| for ezther be will hate the one , and love the other , 


or he will bold to the one, and deſpiſe the other. Is 
this no evi] in thine eyes? Is Chriſt that. is honour- 
ed by the Father, contemned by thee ? Is he the 
joy of Angels, the delight of Saints, and is he thus 
ſer at nought by thee? Is he the Pearl of great 
price,. and doft thou look upon him to be nulla 
pretiz, of no worth ? Is he the chiefeſt of ten thou- 
ſands, ard deſt thou thus diſdain and vilify him, as if 
he were the meaueſt of ten thouſands ? Canſt thou 
value thy Riches, aud love them, and not Criſt ? 
Canft thou value tbvy Rejatijons, anc love them, 
and not Chriſt? Behvld ,- in cor:pariion of 
Riches, Children, Life, thou deſpifeſt Curift , 
whep thou ſhuulsft deoile the in compariſon of 
Chriſt. He that d:ſpiſech the» word, ſball he deſtroyed, 
Prov, 13.13. He that deſpiſ-*h his neighbour , fin- 
meth; Prov. 14. :1. He that aeſpijcto his father's 
mſtruttion, 1s a fool, Prov. i5. 15. Fi” that deſps- 


ſeth his mother , ii:e ravens ſhall pick, out wis eyes » 
Wiiac roen is he, and wuoat 1:31] be 
VIII. Noe 


Prov. 30. 17. 
Cone to him that deſpitzrh Cheuit ? 
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VIII. IVot a lover of Chriſt ! what art thou they 
but an hater of him ? there is no medium between 
theſe two. Love him thou muſt, or hate him thou af 
Macth. 6. 24. He will hate the one, and love th 
other. Matth. 12. 30. He that is not with me, is 4 
gainſf me. He that doth not fo love him, as to 
have him rule him, Coth hate him. Luke 19, 14 
But his citizens hated him, and ſent a meſſenger afty 
bim , ſaying , We will not have this man to reign 
over th. 


Shouldſt thon hate thy Luſts, and love the 
Lord ; and doſi thou love thy Luſts, and hate 
the Lord ? I intreart thee, tell me, What hath hy 
done unto thee , that thou ſhouldſt hate him? as 
Chriſt reaſoned wit them that ſo hated him, 
that they ſtoned him ; ohn 10: 32. Feſws anſwer 


ed them, ſaying, any good works have 1 ſhewi | 


you from my fatier, for which of -thoſe works a» yt 
ſtone me 2 So let me reaſon with thee s Many 
a good Work . hath Chriſt done for thee, for 
which of theſe doſt thou hate him ?  Hath he not 
come from Heaven for thee ? was he not wound- 
ed, beaten, ſcourged, and ſuffzred dearth for 
thee? for which of all theſe doſt thou hate 
him? hath he not made Salvation poſlible for 
thee ? doſt thou hate him for that ? hath not 
he purchaſed a Conditional Pardon for thre, 
doſt thou hate him for thar ? hath nor he in 
treated thee to conſider thy own Soul, and to 
Prevent thine own Damnation ; doſt thou hate hin 
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thou haſt many reaſons to love him, but no cauſe 


| to hate him, as Chriſt himſelf affertern. Foh.-15. 


25. They hated me without a cauſe, but for that a- 
tred they ſhall aot be puniſhed withour cauſe. 


| IX. Not love Chriſt ! art thou not herein a conſe- 


dergge with the Devil, againſt God and Chriſt ? And 
joineſt-in with the Devil againſt Chriit ? And doſt 
thou not in this rather obey the De{t7oyer than the 
Saviour of thy Soul ? Chriſt calls, Give me thy love, 
but thou doſt not. Satan periwadeth thee to with- 
hold thy love from Chriſt, and ſo thou doft, 
Chriſt ſaich, Give me thy heart, Prov. 2.3. 26. but 
thou doſt not. Satan faith, Let the World have 
thy heart, and ſo it hath. Canſt thou diipleale 
Chriſt more than to deny him thy Love ? Or canſt 
thou pleaſe the Devil betcer ? What meanerh this 
perverſenefs of thy heart? What mean thete croſs 
and crooked dealings, as if Chriſt were thine ene- 


| my, and the Devil thy friend? As if thy loving 


Chriſt would be thy ruine, and lining to the Devil 
were the way to happineſs. 


Poor Sinner ! Will the Devil ſave thee ? Chriſt 
would. Will he help thee into the favour of God, 
or up to Heaven ? Tell me, what doſt thou in thy 
Conſcience think, doth Chriſt or the Devil moſt 
deſire thy real good? Did the Devil tuffer for 
thee? Chriſt did. Did the Devil dye for thee ? 
Chriſt hath. Hath the Devil any love unto thee ? 
Chriſt had ſo much as to ſhed his Blood, that if chou 
wilt hearken to him, thou mighteſt be ſaved by 
him, Why then, when Chriit, the World and 
Satan, ore ſtriving for thy heart and love, - 

| thou 
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thou open to the World and Satan, and ſhut j 
againft the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ?- 


— 


X. Not love Chriſt ! Doſt thou not herein bear th 
Image of the Devil, and look more like a Devil tha 
a man, Hath the Devil no love to Chriſt ? Ny 
haſt thou. Oh what a thing is this, that 2 many 
earth ſhould love Chriſt no more than the DeFl: i 
Hell ? And isthe likeneſs of the Devil thy Glory! 
Is his Image thy Beauty ? And Conformity to Sata 
thy Dignity? Or canſt thou be ſaved more tha 
the Devil himſelf, if thou loveſt Chriſt ne moi: 
than he? Oh when the Accuſation at the laſt dy 
ſhall be brought againſt thee, This man hated Chr 
like a Devil : Did he fo ? Away with him now un 
the Devils. And that mans heart was no morets- 
wards Chriſt than the Devils. No ? Then let tha 
Man and Devils go together, and be Damned toge 
ther. 


| = pn 


XI. Not love Chriſt ! Doſt thou not carry thy ſel 
worſe towards Chrit than the Devils do ? And is m 
thy not loving of Chriſt worſe iz thee than it 151n Dt 
vils ? becauſe the greater love and kindnels tha 
Chriſt hath ſhewn to thee than ever he did to Devil 
and the more he hath done for thee than he hath fo 
them, the worſe is want of love to Chriſt inthe 
than in them. Did Chrift dye for Devils as he hat 
for thee ? Did. he bear the puniſhment of their Sn, 
as he hath for thine? Did he ever make Salvatia 
noble ro them, as he hath to thee ? Did he ew 
of.-; pordon to them, as be bath to thee? Or didhk 
eas LO cir them for their love, as he hath dot 

br 23 thine? Might not Devils tay, we hat 
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(hut i| (ot that cauſe nor reaſons to love Chriſt as Men 


- — 


have? And might not we ſuppoſe, if the Devils in 


—| Hell were fet in the ſame cireumſtances as Men on 


ar th Earth, that ſome of the Devils might love him, 


| than 


when ſome men will not ? However, when we 


? Not conſider the Texrs thar ſpeak of fallen Angels, and 
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how they are irrecoverably caſt into blackneſs and 
darkneſs, and of fallen men who are /aveable, it is 
ſufficient foundation for this conclufion, That want 
of love to Chriſt is worſe in men thaht it is in Devils, 
Concerning Gods juſt dealing with Sinning Angels, 
we read, 2 Pet. 2. 4. God ſpared not the Angels that 
ſinned, but caſt them down to Hell, and delivercd 
them into chains of darkneſs to be reſerved unto judg- 
ment, And Epiſtle of Fude, ver. 6. The Angels 
wbich kept not their firſt eſtate, but left their own k-4- 
bation, he bath reſerved in everlaſting chains under 
darkneſs, unto the judgment of the great day, Not a 
word of a Saviour for them, but of Mankind the 
Scripture ſpeaks of abundance of love and mercy : 
Joh. 3. 16. God ſo loved the World, that he gave 
bs only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth on him 
ſhould ot periſh, but have everlaſting life. Tit. 3. 
4. But after that the kindneſs and love of God our 
Saviour toward man appeared ; and denieth that con- 
cering Angels, which it doth affirm concerning 
Man. Heb. 2.16. For werily he took not upon him 
the nature of Angels, but he took upon him the ſeed of 
Abraham. Hath he done that for you, which he 
hath not done for Devils, and is not then want of 
lovein you to him, a greater evil, than it is in De- 
_ Let this ſhame you that ye are not lovers of 
riſt. 
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XII. Not love Chriſt ! What do ye make of thich 


— 


| Chriſt, tl 


this in d 


6, Do' 


the beginning of Hell ? By the ſame reafon as loy[of his In 
to Chriſt is the beginning of Heaven. Love y|Chrift be 
Chriit is the employ;nent of the Saints in Glory, ani 5. Do 
to be without love to Chriſt is the frame of the Dan|udament 


ned in milery. 
you, {o much of Hell is in you, before you be 
Hell. 

X11. Want of love to Chriſt ! Is not this th 
Daughter, and the Off-ſpring, of many foul abon: 
nations that are reigning in thy heart ? Doth it not 
_— the predominancy of many other fins] 
As, 

' 1, Doth it not ſuppoſe 1gnorance of thy miſery 
Sins deformity, and of Chriſts beauty, excellency 
and neceſſity ? 

2. Doth it not ſuppoſe preceding Infidelsty ? Thit 
thou doſt not believe what God faith concerning 
Chriſt; nor what hall be thy portion, and thy 
everlaſting miſerable condition without Chriſt ? 

3. Doth it nor ſuppoſe a concerr of thy own Rightt 
onſneſs, which if thou ſaweſt to be inſufficien, 
—_— Chriſt be thas lighted and diſregarded i 
thee ! 

4. Doth it not ſuppoſe Self-willedneſs ? Tha 
wilt love what thou wilt love, and not him tho 
ſhouldſt love, come on it what will. Is it not pla 
wilfulneſs when thou canſt give no reaſon why thot 
wilc not love Chriſt, Bar becauſe thou wilt not ? 

5. Doth ic not ſuppoſe predominancy of ſifi 
Self- love ? Carkal Self chou wilt love, and __ 
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his in dominion is inconſiſtent wich the love of 
| Chriſt, thou doſt omit the loving of him. 


thibx| 6. Doth it not {uppole fearie/neſs of God, and 
Is lowſof his Indignation ? If this did awe thee, could 
ove to] Chriſt be thus neglected by thee ? 

7, and] 75. Doth itnot ſuppole for 2erfulneſs of Death and 
Dan|judament ? Of Heaven and Hell ? Couldſt thou 
is] withour horror, think of dy:zg wichour love to 
be i] Chriſt 3; When to dye ſo once, would be to aye for ever? 


Without :rembling couldft rhou think of Judgment, 


——| when for want of love to Chr''t rhoa (halt cercainly 
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be damned, whenever thou appearcſt at his Judg-: 
ment-bar ? Or of Heaven, when thou mult never 
enter into it? Or of /:/, when rhou maſt certainly 
he caſt into it for want of love co Chriit? 

8. Doth it not ſuppole great careleſneſs of thine 
omn Soul ? For canſt thou love thy Soul, andnot love 
Chriſt the Saviour of the Soul ? Canſt thou take care 
ofthe Salvation of thy Soul, -and take no care to love 
him that is the purchaſer, and the doner of eternal 
Salvation ? Is {uch a Litre of fins inthe heart void of 
the love of ChriX? And wilc thou afrer this, make 
lolight a matter of it ? 


CCC ———— 


open unto all, Love to Chriſt would be a Damto 
the ſtream of Sin, butthe want of ir is the plucking 
up the Flooagates thereof, that Sin might run out of 
the heart into the life with a ſwift current. Is not 


wh 
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the abſence of love to Chriſt the cauſe of many 
commiſſions of Evil ? Would it not bridle thy 
Tongue, reſtrain thine Hands, ſhut thy Eyes, ſtop 
thy Ears, and keepall theſe from being defiled with 
finfal aQtings upon ſinful objetts ? Is ir not the cauſe 
of the omiſſion of good ? Of praying, hearing, 
meditation, holy diſcourſe? What goeth before, 
and what followeth after the want of love to Chriſt, 


_ as flowing and proceeding from it, maketh it a fin 


exceeding (inful. 


—————— 


—_———_— —— — Q©——————_——_ 


XV. Lovenot Chriſt ! Have not then all the Or- 
dinances of Godbeen ineffeftual as to thee ? Have nat 
AAiniſters preached in vain, and ſpent their labour 
for nought ? And haſt not thou heardin vain ? And 
followed the means of Grace in vain ? when by all the 
means thou haſt not got this Grace cf Love ? What 
though thou haft obtained krowledge, is. not that 
knowledge, without love to Chriſt, vain know: 
ledge ? What though chou art able to diſcourſe of 
God and Chriſt, and Heaven, and the workings of 
the Spirit, without love to Chriſt, is ir not (though 
concerning {uch great and weighty matters, yet) 
vain diicourſe ? Have not all the calls of Mercy, the 
workings of Conlcience, the woorngs of Grace, 
the pleadings of Miniſters, the intrearies of Love, 
the knock;ngs of Chriſt, the frivings of the Spirit, 
the wairrngs of Patience, been all lighted and diſ- 
regarded by thee ? Arenot all thy Prayers loſt, and 
will not all thy Profeſſion come to nothing, and thy 
hopes of Heaven periſh, when for want of loveto 
Chriſt thy Soul ſhall never enter into Heaven, but 
periſh everlaſtingly ? | 
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XVI. Want of love to Chriſt ! Is #t not a mark. 
md brand of a graceleſs Man? 1s not the ablence 
of love to Chriſt, inconſiſtent with che preſence of 
ay other ſaving Grace ? Pal. 31. 23. O love the 
Lord, all ye bis Saints. No love, no Saint : No 
Saint, no Grace in thee. If Lovelets, altogether 
Graceleſs ; for then, 

1. Thou art fazthleſs, for didſt thou believe on 
him, thou wouldſt have fincere love unto him, for 
where there is Faich, ic workech by love, Gal. 


6, 

* Thou art fearleſs of God. Love and fear of 
God do ſweetly concur : . Love zs afraid to offend. 

3. Thou art ſorrowleſs; that is, astoany holy, 
oodly forrow : For love to Chriſt would make 
thee ſorrow for thy ſin, for the abſence of Chriſt, 
and love would caule thee to forrow that thou lo- 
yeſt no more. 

4. Thoa art allo hopeleſs; for there can be no 
ſolid ground of hope in him, when there is no 
love unto him. He that hopes for Heaven by the 
merits of Chriſt, without love to the per/or of Chriſt, 
his hope isa Fabrick wichour a foundation, - the Foo!s 
Paradiſe : It is hope without a warrant, and in the 
end, when he mifleth of the end of his expeCta- 
tion, will be found to be no better than raſh confi- 
dence, bold and damnable prefumption. For the 
greateſt Profeſſor, without love to Chaiſt, is a 
Self.deluding Hypocrite, whole hope {hl} be cur 
off, and prove as weak, though ſpun as fine as a Spi- 
ders web, Job 8. 13, And ſhall be as the giving up of 
the ghoſt, Job 11. 20. And is the want of all 
Grace no evil in thine Eyes, whea it brings puniſh- 
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ment that {hail be erndlej;, eaſcleſs, and remedileſs, 
pon allthat were totally and finally Gracelels. 


ma — 


——_———— 


| ——— 
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XVil. Net love Christ, Gods own Son | How they 
zs God thy Father? Joh. $. 42, Teſus [aid unto them, 
:if God were your father, ye would love me—lf ye be 
Þis creatures, 2nd not love him, it is an aggravation 
of your fi2, not to have love to him that gave Be. 
ing to you; but though ye are his Creatures withoy: 
love, yet ye are not his Children ; but better ne. 
ver had been his Creatures if not his Children, for 
though ye houid every day, with great confidence, 
lay Our Father, withour loye to Chriſt, God wil 
never own you as Children, nor give you Childrens 
Portions. 


W—_ —— - — 


— —— ————— 
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XVIII. Nor love Chriſt! How canſft thou thin 
exce,c all the love thou haſt to other things from being 
fi ful Love ? So that the more thou lovedft, the 
more thou finnzt, becauſe thy love to others is 
ct ſubordinate ro the love of Chriſt, but {ſeparate 
jromic. To love other things and perſons in Su 
ordination tO the love of Chriſt, 1s not a Sin, but 
Duty ;” to love other things and pertons, and not 
Chriit, or more than Chriſt, is not a Duty, but a 
Sin ; and thus the love of your Eftates is ſinful Love, 
And the love of Huzband, Wife, Children, and of 
your Selves, 1s therefore finful Love, becauſe it is 
above the love of Chriſt, for thele ſhould be loved 
z2 Chriſt, and far Carijt, but you love them with- 
oHt C brit, and more than Chriſt, therefore all you 
iove, witaout love to Chriſt, (though materially 
good) 1s finfal love, 2zt. 10. 37. 
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X[X. Not love Christ ! Art thou not all this while 
treaſuring up terrible Accuſations in Conſcience 
againit the hour of Death, and day of Judgment ? 
The time wiil come, and is ar hand, when thou, 
znd all rhou lovedſt, beſides Chriit, muſt be e- 
arated. Thon haſt loved the World, and thou 
muit leave it; thou haſt loved thy Pleaſures, and 
thou muſt bid adieu unto them ; thou haſt loved 
thy Relations, and thou mult cake thy farewel of 
them ; and then, oh then, if con{cience be awakened, 
if thou doſt not go blindfold, and hood wink?d, by 
the Devil, out of this World, wilr, in the bitter- 
neſs of thy Soul, lament thy wofui cate, ard ſay, 
Ob! What have I done ?o What 15 this that I have 
done, to love what I musZt leave ? I loved my Riches 
and now Death will take me from thein. I have 
ſet my heart more upon my earthly Kelations than 
upon Chri5t, and now Death is come to tear and 
carry me away from them. 1 have loved my life 
more than Cirift, and now Death will put an end 
unto my life. And all theſe things that 1 have 
loved, now muZt loſe. Oh! Had 1 loved Chri$t as 
I have loved them, Chris} wouſd not have left 
mez Death could nor have ſeparated him from 
me, but_ ſhould have removed me nearer unto him. 
But this did not ;, woe is me that this I never 
did, for now all my love proves vexations love, ta 
think and find that what 1 khave loved, 49a one 
moment I have tor ever los, 


XX. Want of love to Christ! Doth not this 
naze Dammation unavoidable ? and the eſcaping of 
Hell to be impoſſible 2 For when thou dyeſt, whi- 
ther 
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ther wouldſt thou have thy Soul to go ? To on 
whom thou never lovedſt ? While thou d:4# live, 
thoa a:di# not, would not love him, and after 
Death cant nor. Canſt not love him ? Is Heaven 
a place for them that cannot love Chriſt ?: Heaven 
is a place of Love; the Imploymenr of Heaven is 
to love, and praiſe him whom - they do love. 
Without love to Chriſt, thou wouldſt not find im. 
ployment there, and the life of Heaven will be no 
idle life, where all ſhaft live and love, and love as 
long as they ſhall live ; therefore fuch as do not nay, 
and hereafcer cannot love, ſhall never enter to live 
in that place of Love. | 
Now, S:rs, What doye think ? Is the wantof 
love to Chriſt ſo {mall a ſin as ye have hitherto ſup- 
poſed ir to be, when you have {pent and paſt the 
greateſt part of your lives withour love co Chriſt, 
and without forrow, for want of that love? Wha 
do ye mean! To ceaſe to live, before ye do begint 
love ? What ſhifc have ye made to live in mirth and 
joy, when the love of Chriſt hath not liv'd nor 
reign'd in your hearts ? Let Conſcience be Judge be- 
tween God and yeu, bur if Conſcience be dead, 
and will not give its judgment, ler God himſelf bt 
Fuage ;, have ye done well to love that which ye 
{ſhould have hated, and hated him whom ye ſhould 
have loved ? Done well ! God knows it is not well 
done, and Devils themſelves know you have not 
well done; and ye your ſelves, ſooner or later, 
(God prant before it be too late) ſhall know in 
this ye have not done well, Done well! No, y: 
have done fooliſhly, ye have done wickedly ; nay, 
in this ye have done Dev:liſhly in what ye have 
done ; call to mind the things that haye been faid, 
ponder 
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ponder them in your hearts, weigh them in the bal- 
[ance of right reafon, and it will cell you ye have 
done abominably in what ye have done. 

Bur [ tuſpeCt this thought is riſing in your hearts, 
If we had not loved Chriit, we ſhould yield we had 
done {o great an evil asthis is aggravated in it {elt, 


. | and by its circumſtances to be : But God forbid that 


we ſhould live without love to Chriſt, we think ir 
is pity that Man ſhould live that doth not love Chrift. 
This ſ«ppoſed love, I fear will keep you off from 
repenting for want of real love ro Chriſt, and 
make you ſer light by all theſe aggravations of this 
Sin, becauſe ye think, and hope yedo love Chrift 
and ſome are {o ignorant of their ſinful ſtate by Na- 
ture, and fo vainly confident of the goodnels of their 
hearts, that they bleſs God they have loved Chriſt 
ever ſince they were born, and will be ready to pit 
in thar mans face that ſhall queſtion their love to 
Chriſt. Come then, ye that are lo confident that 
ye love him, come unto the Trial, bring it to the 
Touchſtone of the Word of God, and try of what 
Mettal is your Love : What if ir ſhould prove but 
counterfeit inftead of real? Or ſuppoſe in ſome 
ſenſe it ſhould be real, and not counterfeic, yet 
ſhould not be ſincere, and ſaving love, for the dil- 
—_ whereof, 1 thall nexr proceed to the third 

C. 
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CHAP. IX. 


Ten Queſtions by way of Convittion, that ma. 


ny, very many, have no ſincere Love to 


Chriſt ; from whence alſo Chara@ters of ſin- 
cere love to him, by the rioht reſolving of 
theſe Queſtions, might be gathered, and our 
Love tried, whether ſincere or counterfeit. 


UST a man that loves not Chriſt ſincerely, 
M be Anathema when Maranatha ? Muſt he 
love, or be curſed if he do not ? Then, as Chriſt 
' did put the Queſtion unto Perer, Joh. 21. 15. Simon 
Son of Fonas, loveſt thou me? And 16. the ſecond 
time, and 17. thethird time. Szzor Sor of Fonas, 
loveſt thou me? So do thou put this Queſtion tothy 
ſelf, O my Soul ! loveſt thou the Lord Feſws? And 
when thy heart may forwardly return an anſwer, 
ask ir the ſecond time, O my Soul ! art thou not 
miſtaken? Dot thou indeed love the Lord Feſw? 
And becauſe the matter is of everlaſting. moment, 
put the Queſtion a third time, and ſo often, till to 
this Queſtion, O my Soul ! Dot thou ſincerely love 
the Lord Feſius ? Thou haſt ſuch proof out of the 
 Scripcure, as will hold trial, when this ſhall bein 
queſtion at the great day of Judgment. But alas! 


What great g10unds of jealoufie are there, that the , 


love of many is but ſuppoſed love-to Chriſt, that 
th:;nkthey do, that hope they do, but indeed do not ? 
| | For 
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For whoſe conviction I ſhall deſire them to give in 
2 ſerious an{wer to the following Queſlions, as trials 
of the ſincerity of their love. 

[. DoFt thou love ChriFt ſincerely, and live in wil-. 
ful diſobedience to the known commands of Chriſt ? 
Doſt thou know his will, and willingly every day 
at contrary to it, ayd yet pretend to love him? 
Doſt thou flight his commands, and love his perſon ? 
Doth Chriſt command thee ro be the death of thy 
ſins, and thou ſuffer them to live and rule, aud yer 
love him ? Doth Chriſt command thee to pray com; _: 
tinually, and thou doſt neglect it continually, and*® 
yet have the face to ſay thou loveſt Chriſt ? Doth 
Chriſt command thee zot ro ſwear profanely at all, 
nor to take Gods name in vain, and doft thou do 
this ofren in a day, and yet defie thar man tha: calls 
in queſtion thy love to Chriſt ? 

But whatever be thy confidence, I do declare to 
thy face, it is a great and Soul-damning miſtake ; for 
as Love and Obedience are conjuined in the Scrip- 
tare, 1o they are never parted in the rrwe and [incere 
Lover. 

Weigh theſe Scriptures, and thou wilt find thy 
Love pretended to without obedience, to be fo 
light, that it will be driven away by the evid-nce 
of the Word, like chaft before the wiad. Exod. 
20.6. And ſhewins mercy unto thouſands of them 
that love me, and keep my commandments. The fame 
words repeated, Deur. 5.10. and Deut. 7. 9. Know 
therefere that the Lord thy God, he is God, the faith- 
ful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them 
that love him, and keep his commandments, to a 
thouſand generations. And 11. 13, And it ſhall come 

| to 
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ro pals, if ye ſhall hearken diligently unto my con- 
manadments, which I command you this day, to low 
the Lord your God, and to ſerve him with all yow 
heart, and with all your ſoul——Neh. 1. 5. I beſeech 
thee, O Lord God of heaven, the great and terrible 
God, that keepeth covenant and mercy for them that 
love him, and obſerve his commandments. Joh. 14, 
I5. If ye love me, keep my commandments. 21. He 
that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, het 
z5r, (yes, that is the man) that loveth me—23. Je 
ſus anſwered and ſaid unto bim, if a man love me, 
he will keep my words —24. He that loveth me mt, 
keepeth nor my ſayings, —Do ye lee how in all theſe 
Texts Obedience is joined with Love ? If Love go 
before, Obedience follows after, and the latter is a 
proof of the former. 

Then the man amongſt you, that is not openly 
profane, but of a moral converlation, and moreover 
a Profeſſor, will tay as Saul did to Samuel, Bleſſed 
be thouof the Lord. I have performed the command- 
ment of the Lord, it Sam.15.13, But Samuel re- 
plied, ver. 16. What meaneth then this bleating of 
the ſheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the Oxen 
which I hear ? So ye lay, we love the Lord ; how 
do ye prove it? Why we have performed the 
Commandments of the Lord. Have ye fo ? What 
meanerh then the. neglect of Prayer in your Fa- 
milies chat I hear of ? What meaneth then your 
Idling away the Lords day, or polluting it by world- 
ly Diicourte ? What meaneth, I pray you, the 
ailawed dead Praying, and dull performances, not 
ſtriven againſt, nor lamented for ? Bur if you 
would not deceive your t-If, mind that, that Obe- 
dience which proves ſincerity of love to Chriſt muſt 
be, I. Univerſal 
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1. Univerſal, and that in regard of the objett ; 

all the Commandments of God, thoſe that are more 
hard, asthoſe that be more eaſie ; choſe that crols 
and condemn your beſt beloved fin, as well as thote 
youcould more eafily and readily part with z thote 
commands that reſpect the :izward as well as the 
intward Man, and do enjoin the manner as well as 
the matter of your Duties. P/al. 119. 6. Then ſhall 
I not be aſhamed, when I have reſpett to all thy com- 
mandments 3 and Univerſal, in regard of the ſubjet#, 
thar your obedience be done with the whole heart. 
Dent. 10. 12. And now, Iſrael, what doth the Lord 
thy God require of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, 
to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to ſerve 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
oul, 
_— Obedience thar is a proof of Love mutt be 
chearful, for Love obeyeth with delight. lr is nor 
a burden to Pray, bur a pleature ; hard Datics be- 
come eaſie to Love, and the time ſeems not Jong, 
nor tedious. As Facoh, for the Love of Rachel, 
Gen. 29. 20. And Facob ſerved ſeven years for Rachel, 
and they ſeemed unto him but AMR TYAN. as 
ones days, tranſJated as few days, for tbe love he had 
unto her. Seven years to love ſeem bur as one day, 
One day in an holy Duty to onethat wanteth love, 
leemeth as feven days, if not as ſeven years, which 
leem to paſs away tooner, and with more delight, 
than one day ſpent in Fleſh ditpleaſing Duries, 
where there is no love to take off the redioulnets of 
It to the Fleſh. 

3. Such Obedience muſt be the choigeft : Sincere 
Lovers of Chriſt will ſerve him with the beit chevy 
have, and in the beſt manner they can. Love thinks 
HETHCONG 
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nothing too good for God and Chriſt, elſe it is but de 
ceitful and pretended love. Al. 1. 13. Te ſaid 
alſo behold what a wearineſs is it, and ye have ſnuffed 
at it, faith the Lord of hoſts; and ye brought that 
which was torit, and the lame and the ſick ; thus ye 
brought an offering : ſhould I accept this of your hands? 
ſaith the Lord ! You bring Prayers, but they are ſleepy 
Prayers; tins ye Pray. Ye Pray, but with your 
minds roving becauie of the prevailing habitual love 
yehave unto the World; THUS ye Pray. Could 
{incere Love find no better Service ? Give no better 
Daties than fach for which a man is a Deceiver, 
and Accuried ? v. 14: But curſed be the decerver, 
which hath in his flock a mele, and voweth and ſacri- 
feceth nnto the Lord a corrupt thing : for I amagreat 
King, ſaith the Lord of hoits, and my name 1s 
dreadful among the heathen. That is ſtrange then, 
that it ſhould be no more dreadful among his peo- 
ple that pretend to love him, that they are not 
afraid to bring and offer ſuch Duties to him as do 
{o much provoke him, and are fo greatly difpleaſing 
crohim; that give him only words when they have 
(a Male in their Flock) an heart in their breaſt to 
give him. | 
4+ Such Obedience as is a proof of Love, muſt 
be perſevering to the end, expreſſed not by ſtepping 
into Gods ways, but by walking in them, ' One that 
loves not Chriſt might ſtep into a good way, but he 
that loves doth walk therein, Dent. 11.1. There- 
fore thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God, and keep his 
charge, and his Statutes, and his judgments, and his 
commandments alway. And 19. 9. If thou ſhait keep 
all theſe commandments to dothem, which I command 


thee this day, to love the Lord thy God, and to walk 
ever 
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ever 1n his ways. — Such then as have made preat 
ſhews of love to Chriſt, and now are zcvolred, and 
have forſaken his holy Commandments, by this- 
might jadge what kind of love it was to Chriſt, 
that they once made profeſſion of ; and more by 
heir partial, irkſom, and refuſe Obedience, might 
be convinced, that their love to Chrift 1s unſound, 
and only ſuppoled Love. 
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Il. Do you love Chriſt, while you maintain tae 
Love of Sin in your Heart ? Can the love of Sin, 
and the love of Chriſt, dwell- rogether in higheſt 
degrees ? Can the affection of love in that manner 
be carried out to two contrary objects at the fame 
ume? And is there any thing in the World more 
contrary than Chriſt and Sin ? Is there more oppo- 
ſition between Lipht and Darkneſs, extreamly 
Sweet, and extreamly Sowre ? Can you love your 
Healch and Poyfon too to be in.your Stomach ? 
Can you love Chriſt, and yer love what be doth 
hate ? Can yoa love Chriſt and delight in Sin, which 
took away the Life of your Lord ? Could you 
carry that Knife continually in your Bolom with 
delight, thar was the Infiirament of Death unto 
your deareſt Friend ? You might as ſoon look down 
upon the Earth, and up unto the Heavens at the 
lame inſtant, as thus love Sin and Chriſt rogether. 
Pſal. 97. 10. Yethat love the Lord, hate evil; and 
the hatred to Sin, that proves (incere Love to 
Chriſt, muſt be 

1. Univerſal, ro the Darling Sin as weil as 
others, to the Sin that hath been ro you as your 
Right Hand, or Right Eye. Hatred ts to the kind ; 
he that hates a Toad : lt is not this one, or that in 


KR particular, 
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particular, but all, Hethat Loves Chriſt ſincerely, 
hates Sin as a man hates a Toad, not only as to the 
degree, but allo as to the exten, all andevery one, 
Pſal. 119. 104 I hate every ſalſje way. 

2. Implacable : Anger might be pacified, but Ha. 
tred planted in the Natare is irreconcileable. 4r. 
ripathy cannot be rooted out, nor turned into Love, 
A man might be angry at Sin that loves not Chriſt, 
but be frienas again ; might curn from ir, and aſcer- 
wards return unto ir; butthe hatred to Sin implanted 
1m the new Creature is implacably bent againſt Sin, 
that the words might have {ome place here by way 
- of alluſion, relating the Love and Hatred of Am 
to Tamar. 2 Sam. 13.18. Then Amnon hated her 
exceedingly, (Hebrew is, with great hatred greatly) 
fo that the hatred wherewith he hat her, was greater 
than the love wherewith he bad loved her ; and 
Amnon ſaid unto her, Ariſe, be gone. With like 
deteſtation will the Lover of Chriſt pack away his 
Sin; Ariſe, be gone, with grearer hatred than be- 
fore he loved ir, 

3. Therefore it is mortal and deſtruttive to Sin 
that is the object of it. Eſaz hated Facob becaulc 
of the Bleſſing wherewith his Father bleſſed him; 
and E/as faid in his heart, The days of mourning 
for my father are at hand, then will I ſlay my bre- 
ther Faceb, Gen. 27. 41. Sothe Lover of Chriſt, 
thar hateth Sin, is reſolved to be the deſtruction of 
it. Shall not I be the death of that curſed Sin that 
' was the death of my bleſſed Lord ? Shall I ſuffer 
that to live in my heart, which would not ſuffer 
Chriſt ro live in the World ? Did Sin ſhed my $a 
viours blood, and ſhall not 1 be avenged on my 
Sin? Did Sin make my Saviour Groan, and Sweat 
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in a bloody Agony, and ſhall I take delight therein ? 
Was my Sin che Nails that did faſten him to the 
Croſs? The Spear that did pierce his bleſſed Side ? 
And the Thorns that Crowned his Sacred Head ? 
And ſhall I lodge ir in my Boiom ? Did Chriſt in 
love unto my Soul dye for my Sin, and ſhall 
not [ in love unto my Lord, cauſe Sin to dye in 
me < 
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. Ill. Do you love Chriſt ſincerely, when tne things 
of this World aave the predominant degrees of your 
affeions* As Sin isnot co be loved at all by chem 
that love Chriſt, to chings that are good, mult not 
be loved above Chriſt, nor are by them that love 
him. Afat. 10. 37, If any man love futher or 
mother more than me, he not worthyof mz. Doth 
that Woman love her Husband with a fincere Con- 
jugal Love, that though ſhe love him truly, yet lo- 
vech another more than him ? 

Do you love Riches, Plealures, Honours, Re- 
lations, Self, Life, more than Chriſt, and yer fin- 
cerely love Chriſt ? As he is better than all, greater 
than all, more /uitable, more durable, more /weet, 
more ſatisfying, than all ocher good things, to he 
muſt be loved above, and more than ail. 1 Foh. 2. 
t5- Love not the world, neither the rhinos that are 
in the world ;, if any man love the world, the love of 
the father 85 not in him, Jam. 4. 4. Ye Adalterers 
ard Adultereſſes, know ye ot that the friendſhip of the 
world 15 emwnity With Gtd ? Whoſoever therefore will 
be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 

Though one that is fincere in his love to Chriſt 
might not love Chriſt more than ſome orher perſons 
love him, yet he loves Chriſt more than he loves 

R 2 other 
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other perſons or things, Bur do you love Chrit 
more than you love other things, and yet, 

1. Your thikghts are habitaally ſet, and aftualy 
run ont upon otner thinss more than pon Chriſt ? 
Can you think on the World with delight, bt not 
on Chriſt? And love to have a thon/[und thoughts on 
other things for one you have of Chriſt ? Ir is a 
pleaſure to you to think on your Pleaſures, your 
Profirs, your Children, bur a burden to you to 
think of Chriſt, and keep your thoughts upon him, 
Are not the thoughts much upon the object of love; 
Pſul. 139.17. When 1 awake, I am ſtill with ther. 
Bur if you cannot ſleep in the Night, your Headis 
full of che thoughts of the World, becauſe your 
Heart is full of the love of the World. ls it nota 
fign the World, and not Chrift, is loved as your 
Treaſure ? for wh:re the treaſure 15, there the heart 
will be alſo, Mat. 6. 20, 21. 

2, Do you love Chrift more than other things, 
wnen your labour is more for other things than fir 
Chriſt 5 Did you ever take thar pains, that care, 
to get an Intereſt in Chriſt, as you have done for 
the Riches of chis Life ? If you had, might you not 
have had him, whereas now you are without him? 
You Swear for the World; you are Cold in your 
Praying for Chrift ; you lay out your ſtrength in 
working for the World ; you are floathful in en- 
deavouring afrer Chriſt ; you are lively upon the 
Exchange; quick in yaur Counting-Houſe ; with 
might and main you act in your Shop, but dullin 
your Cloſer upon your Knees, if you at any time 
are there ſo imployed. Is this your love to Chriſt 
more than to other things ? Or, 
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3. When your care is mare to keep other thinrs than 
that Chriſt, you conceit you love? Let Chriſt go to 
keep your outward Potleſhons, and yet ſay you 
love Chriſt more; who do you think will believe 
what you lay? Will not a man that loveth his 
Child more than his Gold, and all his Goods, if his 
Houſe were on Fire, loſe ail to ſave his Child? So 
would you for Chritt, if you loved hija more thai 
all. 


IV. Do you love Chriſt ani never grieve, nr 
groan, nor repent for the Sin mizerevy you have 
diſhonoured him ? Can there be love ro any per- 
ſon without grieving for the unkindne's that you 
have done unto him? Doth a Child love as a 
Child, that is not grieved becaule he did offend 
his Father ? If your Heart did $;r7 in Love, 
would not your Eyes flow with Tears ? If the fire 
of Love were kindled in your Breait, would not 
the waters of Sorrow run down your Cheeks, and 
make thee ſay, Oh ! har have 1 anne, that I {0 
long have ſlighted this lovins Lord ? Oh! What 
did I mean to fop mine Ears anain/t his Calls of 
Love and Mercy ? That I let him ſtand without 
Door, when the World and” Satan were admitted 
in? Did my Lord ſuffer for my Sins, ſhould 1 
then have ſinned thus againſt my ſufferins Lord ? 
Was he Nailed to the Tres for my ſake, and muſt 
J yet wound him more ? Oh. That I conld not be- 
hold my bleeding Lord without a weepins Eye ! I 
am grieved, dear Sviour, I am grieeved, to re- 
member how J ſliphted thee, and trampled thy 
Royal Comman as under my feer, O Lora, I blujh 
and am aſhamed, tyit 1 did ſpurn aratn( fach 

3 render 
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Fender Bowels, that I did undervalue ſuch inva. 
liable Love ! and did prefer the Dung of thu 
IVorld before ſuch an incomparable Sawvionr ! 

But you can daily fin, and your Soul not ſigh, 
nor tob, nor grieve, nor groan. You can fin and 
rejoyce at the thoughts of it, Fer. £1. 15. When 
thou aoſt evil, then thou rejoyceſt, Thou canſ fin 
and make a ſport at it, like a fool. Prov. 14. 9, 
Fools make a mock at ſin. Oh thou Loveleſs Sinner ! 
Did Chriſt bleed for Sin, and doſt thou laugh at it? 
Was Chriſt terious, and his Soul forrowful even to 
the Death for ſin, and doſt thou make a ſport ol it? 
Haſt thou a Sea of Sin, and not a drop of Sorrow 
for it? Surely thou art the man that haſt not one 
Dram of fincere love to Jefus Chriſt. 


V. Doſt thou love Chrift, and live without com 
munion with hia ? And when he is abſent from 
thy Soul, art never troubled at it? Doth not 
Love defire tweet converte, and familiar enter- 
courte, with the perſon that is the object of thy 
Love? Can Lovers be long aſunder, and not deſire 
a meeting ? Canſt thou account the prelence of the 
beloved object a burden to thee? Or is not his ab- 
ſence really to 2 Doſt thon think that he doth love 
thee, that is weary of thy company, or never de- 
firous of it? Or ſhuns the place where thoa doſt 
wont to be ? If indeed thon loveit Chriſt, thou 
conidit be content to be without any rhing than 
witheut him : Thou couldit better be without thy 
health -than without Chriſt, without thy deareit 
fricnd next to Chrift, than without Chriſt ; that is 
ro thee the deareft of all, if thou doſt love him. 
Without thy Adear and Drink, even thy neceſſary 
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Food, than wichout Chriſt. How is it then that 
thou canſt take up contentedly without Praying, 
and without Hearing, or with theſe without Chriſt 
in them ? [s it not for want of Love ? Lovers have 
their fainting Firs, ready to faint and dye away 
when the objet cannor be enjoyed. Carr. 2.5. 
Stay me with flagons, comfort me with apples, for 
I am ſick of love. Cant. 3.1, By night on my bed 
I ſought him whom my Soul loveth ;, I fought him 
but I found bim not, 2. 1 will riſe now, ad go 
about the City in the ſtreets, and in the broad 
mays I will ſeek him whom my foul lougth; I 
ſought him but I found him not. 3. The watch- 
men that go about the city found me; To whom 1 
ſaid, Saw ye him whom ny ſoul loverh? 4. It was 
but a little that I paſſed from them, but 1 found 
him whom my ſoul loveth : I held him, and would 
net let bim go——The Soul in love with Chriſt is 
eftlels in his abſence, and never leaves ſeekin 

till it find him, and having found him, holds him 
faſt by Faith and Love, and will not let him go. 
The Soul that loves doth /onvg, doth thirſt, doth 
breathe and pant, after the beloved objet; tor 
what is deſsre but love 8 motion, as love 15 deſire at 
reſt? And though a grazious heart finds complacen- 
cy and reſt in love to Chriſt, yer if Chriſt be nor 
enjoyed, Love cannot reſt, but moveth, in deſiring 
of him, like David, Pſal. 42.1. As the hart pant- ' 
eth after the warer brooks, ſo pameth my ſoul af- 
ter God. 2. Ay ſoul thirlteth for God, for the 


living God ; when ſhall I come ard appear bifore 
God? And isearly and earneſt in {eeking after him, 
and every fu// condition to him is empty, and eve- 
ry fruitſul ftate to him is barren, and he teeth 
weak'ieis 
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weakneſs and diſgrace in all worldly Strength and 
Honour, ti![he is filled and made fruitful by the en. 
j2yment of Chriſt, and doth fee his Power and his 
Glory in his Ordinances. P/al. 63.1. O God, thin 
art my Goa, early will I ſeek thee : my ſoul thirſt. 
er for thee, my fleſh longeth for thee, in a ary and 
thirſty land, where no water is.. 2. To ſee thy 
power and thy glory, ſo as I have ſeen thee in the 
ſan{tuary, 


VI. Do you love Chriſt, and yet hate what he 
aoth love ? Dothnot true love make you love fuch 
as are beloved by him whom you do love ? Do 
you love Chriit and hate his I/ord ? Did not 
David that loved God, eſteem his Word, for 
the ſmectneſs of it, more than Honey ? Pſal. 119, 
103. And for the worth of it, more than Gold ? 
Pal. 119. 72. Do you love Chriſt the Lord, and 
take no delight in the Lords-day, that is ſet apart 
for the commemoration of the wonderful work 
of mans Redemption, and filling us with joy at the 
remembrance of his Reſurrefion ? Can you idle 
away this day ? Can you fpend it in Pleaſures, 
and profane ir with your vain Diſcourſe and 
worldly Talk, when you ſhould be delighting 
vour felf with the thoughts and ſpeech of the 
great things that Chriſt did ſuffer, and by ſuffering 
procure for his People ? Do not they that love and 
honour an earthly King, delight themſelves, and 
ſhew their joy, on his day of Coronation ? I can- 
not be induced to believe that any man loveth 
Chri#f, that takes no care, and makes no Con- 
ference of t9e holy obſervation of the Lords-day. 
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Do you love the Lord Jeſus, and yet hate his 
people ? Cannor you endure a real, holy, humble, 
fin-ſearing Chriſtian, and yet impudently tay, You 
area Lover of Chriſt ? Can you revile them, and 
magnifie Chriſt ? Do you love him, and hate ſuc 
45 are like him ? Doth a \Voman love her Hnsband, 
that with indignation tears his Picture ? In this God 
himſelf doth declare thee to be a Liar, when tho 
doeſt this, and faith thou art a Chriſt-lover. 1 ok. 
4.20. If any man ſay, I love God, and hatcth h:s 
brother, he is a liar : for he that loveth nor hs 
brother, whom he hath ſeen, how can he love God, 
nhom he hath not ſeen? 21. And this command- 
ment have we from him, that he nho loveth God, 
love his brother alſo. 1 Joh. 5. 1.— And every one 
that loveth him that begat, lovet'» him alſo that 
is begotten of bim. Did not Chriſt ſhew his love 
unto his people, by laying down his life for them ? 
And do you ſhew your love to Chriſt, in taking 
their lives away from them thar love him, becanle 
out of love unto him they wil nor, dare not {in 
againſt him as you do, and dare; when true love 
to Chriit and them, in duecircumſtances, will canle 
a man, that is a ſincere Lover, to lay down his like 
for them ? 1 7oh. 3. 16. Hereby perceive we the 
love of God, becauſe he laid down his life for 
us: and we. ouzht to lay down our lives for the 
brethren. Did you love God and Chriſt, you 
would have a free heart, and open hand, to receive 
his people in their Need and Neceſſities. And do you 
love God and Chriſt, when you can ſind both hearr 
and hand to ſpoil them of their Goods, and thereby 
bring them into Poverty and Want? Is it acertain 
ſign of want of love to Chriſt, when you do nor 
| . accoraing 


130 Lovero CHRIST 


according to your power ſupply their wants ? And 
is it not then a certain ſign of hatred unto Chriſt, 
when you take away their Supplies, and bring 
them, drive them zinto want ? 1 Foh. 3.17. But 
whoſo hath this worlds goods, and feeth his brother 
bath need, and ſhutteth up his bowels of compaſ- 
fron from him, how dwelleth the love of God m 
.him ? How indeed ? Who can tell or conceive hoy 
zt ſhould ? 


—_ | —— 


VII. Do you love Christ,. when you had rather 
ſin againiF bim than ſuffer for him ? ]s that your 
Love, when you had rather forlake him, than 
in danger follow him 2 When yon had rather de- 
ny him, than dye for him ? And though you do as 
Peter did, you do not repent, and weep bitterly 
as Peter did. Did not Love move Chriſt to ſuffer 
and dye for us * Was not Love the chain that did 
faſten him to the Croſs ? And if you loved Chrifl, 
would the Waters of Afﬀfiction and Perſecution 
-queneh your Love ? Toru love him, but cannot 
ſrifer for him, Worthy Love! but ſuch as with 
which Chriſt doth not count you worthy of him, 
-orta. have any ſaving benefic by him, xt. 10. 37, 
38. The Martyrs loved Chriſt, when they did 
£0 to Priſons for him, and went to the Stake, and 
. were burned into Aſhes for him. You would think 
-it a bard f(aying, to aſſert, None but Martyrs love 
Chriſt. Burt wh a diſtinction, I think it is a true 
taying, A Martyr is either attually lo, or intenti- 
nally. Iris the purpole and reſolution of the Heart, 
to dye for Chriſts fake, if called to it ; he ts one 
.that doth dye for Chriſt, or is ready, willing, and 
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han leave Chriſt. And then itis ſafe to ſay, That 
te that loves his Life more than Chriſt, and will 
part with Chriſt, rather than his Life, hath no fin- 
ere love to Chriſt ; for Chriſt doth ſay it, Afar. 10. 
17, 38. And this was the reſolution, and diſpo- 
ſon of Paul's heart, before he was actually put to. 
death. AF. 21, 13. Paul ſaid, What mean ye 
9 weep, and to break mine heart ? for I am rea- 
ly not to be bound only, but alſo to die at Fers-. 
ſalem . for the name of the Lord Feſws. 

VII. Do you love Chriſt, that never were con- 
vinced of your need of Chriſt ? Of your undone 
and loſt eſtate ? Of your deplorable eendition with- 
mt Chriſt ? Are you ignorant- of. your AMalady, 
ind can you then value the Remedy ? Doth not the 
Soul, firſt feeling its wounds by Sin, enquire what 
to do to be faved ? And then upon the ſight of the. 
wer of Chriſt, that he is able ro ſave, and of the 
freeneſs of Chriſt, that he is willing to help, the. 
Soul is drawn to love him, and to ſet his heart upon. 
him. Bleſſed Lord! wilt thou help me out of my 
miſery ? When none cen dcliver, wilt thou ? ] am. 
mdone ! Wile thou ſuccour me ? I am loſt! Wilt 
thou ſave me? Why, poor Sinner, faith Chriſt, 
I do pity thee - my bowels yearn over thee : ] will 
keep thee : [ will ſave thee bath from Sinand Hell. 
Wilt thou fo, dear Lord ? Thou ſhalt have my heart ; 
my love ſhall be to thee. 


um—_—— x ww 


mm nn ——— 


IX. Do you love Chriſt, and yet will not ſub- 
mt unto him in all his Offices ? When you ſay 
you love Chriſt, whom do you mean? Or in whar 
reſpect do you conſider him ? As a Prieſt only, that 
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aied for yorr Sins? Asa Jeſus, to deliver you from 


Hell, ro free you from the torments that your very 
Nature is againſt ? Did you ever know a Drunkard, 
aSmweaer, or the vileſt debauchedſt Wretch, that 
hath heard of Hell and Chriſt, but was willing and 
defirons, on his own terms, but not on Chriſis, to 
be {ſaved from the torments ? And upon that account 
will you ſay, That this man continuing in his open 
Sins doth love Chriſt ? But Chriſt in this one reſpet 
confidered only, is not chat Chriſt that is Preached, 
ang offered to you in the Goſpel, bur alfo Chriſt 
as Prophet and King, Is this then your love to him, 
ro divide him ? ]s this your love, to dethrone him 
from his Kingly Office ? No, it is plain hatred to 
him. Luk. 19. 14. But his citizens hated him, 
and fent a meſſage after him, ſaying, We will nt 
have this man to reign over us, But thoſe mine 
enemies which would not that I ſhould reign over 
them, bring them hither, and ſlay them before me. 


X. Do you love Chrift, and never care if ht 
never come again? Nay, you could be glad you 
might never leave this World, if you might have 
your pleatures and enjoyments in it ; but that Chriſt 
ſhorfid come tro you by Death, or at Judgment, 
you have no deſire, but forrow- at the thovghts 
thereof, Doth that Woman love her Husband that 
15 gone a Journey, and the tidings of his coming 
back is forrowful News unto her ? The loving of the 
coming of Chriſt, is a charater of ſuch as hal 
be crowned when he comes. 2 Tim. 4.8. Hence 
forth there ts laid nup for me a crown of rightt- 
onfneſs, which the Lord the righteoss judge ſhall 
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unto all them alſo that love his appearing. And 
the Spouſe that was inflamed with Love, concluderh 
thar Song of Love with this Requelt, Carr. 8. 14, 
Make hajte, my beloved, and be thou like to a Roe, 
or to 4 youns Hart upon the motntains of ſpices. 
And when in the laſt words (ave one verle) of allthe 
Book of God, Chriſt promileth his laſt and ſpeedy 
coming 3 the Church that loverh Chriſt, caccheth 
the promiſe out of his mouch, and turns ic into a 
Prayer. Rev. 22. 20. Fe mhici teſtifierh theſe 
things, ſaith, Surely I come quickly, Amen. Even 
ſo, come Lord Feſus. Burt your nearc faith rather, 
Oh not fo, Lord Jeſus; great love in the mean 
time in your heart, Yer onerthar truly lovech Chriit 
might be fometimes filled with fear at the thoughts 
of Chriſts coming, not becauſe he doth norlove and 
defire it, . bur becauſe he thinks he is nor prepared 
for his coming, leſt Criſt thould find him anficred 
and unready at his coming, to enter with him into 
his glory ; but while he doth defer his coming, the 
loving Soul is haſting in his preparations for it: As 
2 Woman that is told her Suicer is coming, is great- 
ly troubled, nor becauſe he is coming, but becauſe 
ſhe fears he might come before th: be adorned as 
ſhe doth deſire. 

What fay ye now, Sirs ? Do ye loveChriſt, or 
do ye not? Upon the laying theſe things ro your 
heart, by examination of your heart by chem, can 
ye upon mature deliberation, lay that ye find the love 
of Chriſt is there 2 Then I ſhall ſhew in the clole 


| of this ſubject, what caule of joy in God ye have, 


what comfort for the prelenr, and what ground of 
expectation of better, greater things forthe future, 
and for ever this love to Chriſt might be unto you. 

| But 
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— But is this the caſe of all you in this Congrega- 
tion? 1 would to God it were! ls love to Chriſt 
in every heart among you? LI wiſh ir were, but 


I fear ir is not. I hope ſome of you do loye 
Chriſt, but can I hope to of you all? If! 
"would never ſo fain I cannot, while tome are 
zgnorant, and ſome are prophane, and too many 
are excluded by the former characters of Love, 
from having, for the preſent, the Grace of Love, 
Oh that 1 my ſelf had more love to Chriff, that 
I might grieve more, that bleſſed Jeſus is not 
loved by more among you! Oh that for Feſw 
fake I had more love to your Souls, that | could 
weep abundantly over you, that neither for ſe 
ſus {ake, nor your own, have hitherto loved the 
Lord Jelus! Wharthen ? Have ye not ? Good God 
pardon it, Will ye not? Good” God forbid «! 
What ſhall I do? Take ir. for granted that many 
of you do not love the Lord Jelus ? Yea, I have 
proved that ye do not. Andoh! how bitter are 
thele thoughts ro me, that ſo many of you do mt 
love the ſweeteſt Jeſus! Shall I take it for grant- 
ed that ye will not ? This were enough, if y 
| heart were not a ſtone, to break it to pieces, 

Shall I let you alone without this Love? | dare 
ot, Shall I try to gain your Love, not to me, 
but co my Lord? I am afraid ye will deny me. 
Deny me ! In this that is of everlaſting concern- 
ment ro your Souls, ſhall I take a denial and bez 
gone ? At your firſt denial 1 will not be gone, | 
know ye muſt have love unto him, or be curted by 
him ; how then can I acquieſce in a denial from 
you? 
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| know the Sinner doth not know what he 
faith, when he doth deny to give Chriſt his love, 
and therefore in hopes he might come to a bet- 
er underſtanding of himlelf,, and what makes for 
his own eternal good, I will proceed to the fourth 
Uſe, by which 1 hope God will change ſome of 
your hearts and minds, and win the love of fome of 
you for Chriſt, that all you that yet do nor love: 
him, will not give this as your final anſwer, That 
ye will not love him. 


CHAP. -X. 


Where the fourth Uſe is an attempt of 74in- 
ins Sinners conſent to love Chriſt; a ſe- 


rious wiſh for good ſucceſs. 


H then be perſwaded as ye love your Souls, 

2S ye would elcape the Damnation of Hell, 

5 ye would obtain the Happ nets of Heaven, as ye 
would avoid the puniſhment of Devils, as ye 
would dye in a good condition, and afrer Death 
zive a good account of the Wooings of Grace this 
day, and not be Anarhema when Maranatha ; be 
perſwaded to let your hearts and love upon Fefus 
Chriſt, for he muſt be loved by you, or ye muſt be 
curled by him. Abraham, Gen. 24. leyt his Ser- 
vant, bound with an Oath, to {eek a Wife for his 
Son Iſaac, with this provito, If the Womin would 
tor be willing, he thould be clear from his Oath, 
Ver. bl. 
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ver. 1. ta 10th, The Servant prepares to g0 on this 
Meſſage, and Prays, O Lord God of my maſter 
Abraham, 1 pray thee ſend me good ſpeed this aay, 
and ſhzw kindneſs to my maſter Abraham, ver, 
10. 11,12, He meets with Rebekab by the Well 
of Water, enquireth whoſe Daughter ſhe was, 
aad whether there were room in her Fathers Houte 
for him to Lodpe in j he is invited by her Brether 
Laban, ſaying, Come in thou bleſſed of the Lord, 
wherefore ſtandcſt thou without ? for I have prepa. 
red the bouſe, and room for the camels, to ver, 32, 
There was Meat fer before him to cat, but he ſaid, 
] will nat eat 'till I have told my errand. And 
he was delired to ſpeak on, and he ſaid, J an 
Abrahams ſervant, and the Lord hath bleſſed my 
maſter greaily, and be is become great—and be hath 
a Son, and he hath given him all that he hath, 
and my maſter made me ſwear, ſaying, Thou ſhalt 
go unto my fathers houſe, and to my kinared, and 
rake 4 wife 1nto my ſon; and now if ye will azal 
kindly and truly wal my maſter, zcll me, and if 
not, tell me, that | may turn to the right haud, 
or to :5e |.fr. Then Labanand Bethuel an{wered 
and ſaid, The rhins proccedeth from the Lord; 
we cannot ſpeak unts thee bad or good : behild 
Rebekah is before thee, take her, and go, and lt 
her be thy maitcrs ſons wife, as the Lord hato 
poken. And the ſervant broutht forth Fewels of 
ſulver, and Fewels of gold, and raiment, and gaut 
them to Rebekah, and they ſaid to Rebekah, Wil 
thou go with this man? and ſhe ſaid, I will go. 
O that I might have ſuch {uccels with Soulsthis 
Day ! for the Lord my 4aFter, hath {ent me bound 
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and conſent of loſt Souls, to become the: Spoule of 
bis Son Feſus, with this relief, That if Sinners be 
not willing, nor will accept the morion, | thall be 
relealed from the Woe.' I have made prepararion, 
(though leſs and weaker than fuch a weighty mat- 
terdoth require) and have Prayed that the 107d 
God would ſend ne good ſpeed this aay. And now I 
am ſtanding by the Well of che Water of Life, and 
ſome of the City are come io draw Waier out of 
the Well of Salvation; and upon enquiry maile, I 
find they are the Children of the Kindred of Jetus, 
who foraſmuch as »the Children were partakers of 
fleſh and blood, himſelf alſo took part of the ſame, 
to whom my meflage is to important, that I can 
willingly forbear to ear till | have told my errand ; 
and therefore in your Audience deſire to {peak on, 
laying, / am the Lords Servant, who is not made 
eat, or bleſſed by any other, for be is great and 
lefſed above all, and over all for ever © the earth, 
and all that therein ts, is his; the Sea, and all there- 
in is his; the Heavens, and ail therein, is allo 
bs : And he hath a Son, one only Son Jeſs, and 
he hath given him all that hs hath, even all pow- 
er in Heaven, and in Earth, and hath ſet him at 
bis own right hand, far above all Principalitics 
and Powers, and Might, ana Dowinion, and eve 
ly Name that is named, not only in this World, 
tur that which is to come, and bath put all things 
mder his feet, and gave him to be Head over 
al things; the FJudze of all the World, And this 
great Lord hath fent me to ask, and beg your 
Hearts and Love, in order to an indiſſo\uble Mar- 
nage to his own only Son ; and now if ye will deal 


iraly with my Mater, tell m:, if not, tell me. 
9 Ci 
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Oh now who ſaith the thing is of the Lord, and 
proceedeth from his grace and mercy, we cannit 
gainſay, we will not refuſe this Meſſage. And when 
you are aiked who will have this Feſus ? Who will 
love this Feſus? methinks one ſhould ſay, I will, 
another ſhould ſay, and 1 will, One and Another ! 
What ! no more? Methinks every one ſhould ſay I 
will, that there ſhould not be another, that ſhould 
ſay, but I will not. Let who will, but I will no. 
No ? Why? Becauſe no better a Servant is ſent 
to gain thy conſent ? Or doth manage this great 
affair with no more zeal and Skill? Do thou pray 


for the pardoa of my weakneſs and folly, and | 


will pray that thou mightſt have more wiſdom to 


diſcern when a good propoſal is made unto thee; 
but whether thou regardef me, or not regaraeſt 
me, 1 regard not, ſo thou wouldſt but have regard 
to Feſus Chriſt, and to thine own immortal Soul, 
If thou doſt deſpiſe me, do not deſpiſe my Mater, 
nor bis Son, for thouch I am not ſo good as 
Abrahams Servant, yet my Lord and Maſter is 
better, infinitely better, and greater, than Abraham, 
to whom he was Servant; and my Maſters Son, 
Feſus, is better, incomparably better, than [laac, 
Abrahams Sz, and would certainly prove 4 richer 
match to thy Soul, than aac was to Rebekah. 

Conſider therefore again, before thou doſt again 
deny him thy love, for haſt thou not denied him 
thy heart long enough already, but wilt thou do lo 
Rill? Hath not thy love run waſte upon the Cret 
ture to this day ? Andfſhall ir doſo till ? 

Art thou not weary yet in loving of the World! 
Arr thou not yet tired in ſetting thy hearr upon Ys 


nity ? Hath it anſwered thine expectation ? =_ 
tn0u 
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thou found that ſweetneſs in the Creature which 
thou lookedſt for, when thou didſi firſt ſet thy heart 
and love upon it ? 

Thou haſt tried what is the love of the Creature, 
oh-now try what is the love of Chri##, and if thou 
doſt not find it better; if thou. doſt not find it {weer- 
er,. than all thy. former love, (provided thou lo- 
veſt him ſincerely) return to it again. 

Beheld,. whoſe cauſe do l plead this day. ? Chriſts 
or mine own? For whom do | ask your Love ? 
for my ſelf, or for Chriſt ? Slight me as you will, 
but do not flight Chriſt : Vilifie me, but do not un- 
dervalue Chriſt : Count me unworthy of your love 


| or look, but do notſo by the blefled Son of the moſt 


map Say, I amnot fit to be regarded ; [ 
lefs. God, I have learnt to bear 'it; but I beleech 
you, ſay not ſo of Chriſt, Revile and: hate me if 
you will, if you will but love that Jetus, that out 
of Love did dye for you : If you. would but love 
him, that then would cercainly ſave you, and bring 
you co eternal Glory and Happineſs forever. 
if you love the. World never ſo much, can the 
World do ſo much for you? If you love your 
Honours, your Pleaſures, your Relations, never 
ſo much, can they. blels you as Chriſt will bleſs 
you? Nay, the more you love them, the more 
miſerable che love of- them will make you. Should 
| call you to. lovethe World, you would doit ; or 
your Pleaſures,. Self, or Sin, you would do ir. 
Nay, when { (or any more. skilful than I am) have 
called to-you, to wean your. Love from thele, yer 
ſtill in-love you cleave unto them: 
What! Is Chriſt the only.unlovely, object in-your 
Eyes? Can you find Love for any thing but Chriſt ? 
L 2 Whhac 
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Wear isic in Chrift rhac doth diſpleaſe you ? What 
do you lee in Fin that is offenfive to you ? Either: 


love hin, or give a reaſon why you will nor. 

Do you. blame me for my Importunity ? | 
thought ſince I began this Ute, you did refule, be- 
cauſe I was aot urgent enough with you. Yau 
will not love, excepr you be emreated ; if that 
were it, that you love co be enrreared to Love, 
and would love Chriſt, afcer' much intreating, 1 
would ſtudy Night and Day to think how I might 
enfreat you, and what Arguinents to ule, to pre- 
vail, and obtain your love for Chriſt. 

Bur why ſhould you look for ſuch long entreaties? 
Do you know who it 15 that doth entreat you ? Isir 
I, or God himſelf by me? I pray you view on? 
Text, and then let him that doth entreat you, wait 
no longer for your anſwer, and for ſhame pur him 
not toentreat you longer. What place is that ? [t 
is 2 Cor. 5. 29. Now then we are Embaſſadors for 
Chriſt, as though God did beſeech you by us: we 
pray you un Ohrifts ſtead, be ye reconciled to God, 
What ſay you now ? I from God, and God by me 
befeech you. A Miniſter of God ſtands among 
you in Chriſts Mead, ro beg, entreat, beleech that 
from you, which if Chriſt ſtood in this place this 
day, he would Preach unto you, and deſire, and 
command from you, that ye would be reconciled 
uo God; after the enmity to: him, you would 
Ive tim. Gog. Chriſt, hy his Servant, doth be- 
fe:=ct, enireat, pray you to love him. 

Oh the atom{hing condeſcenti--n of the holy 
God ! That he wili txcrear ! On che amazing ſiu- 
pi.iicy and folly of che finful Sinner, thac he will 
ny: be elurcated ! Surely che infinite diſtance oo 
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there is betwixrt God and Man, might fill us wich 
wonder thar God ſhouid become a Suirer to man 
for his love, when there 1s not ſo much diſtance 
berween Man and Nothing, as there 1s between 
God and Man; and yet he is pleated to ſtoop fo 
low, ro urge us to conlent to him, that we mighc 
be advanced as high as Heaven, who elle muſt be 
plunged into the deprhs of Hel]. 

Oh what is this ? that che Creator ſhould ſeek 
to be loved by the Creature ! The Lord to be lo- 
red-by the Servant ! The King of Saints to the Sub- 
jects of Sin, that he might have our Heart and 
Love ! Whereas if we did conſider, that 'our 
ſtricteſt Service to him, would be our largeſt Liber- 
ty, our having of him our only Happinets, our 
miſſing of him our greateſt Mitery, we ſhould 
know -it wer? our Intereſt to. proſtrate our lelves 
at his Feer, to [ye at his Door, with Prayers and 
Tears, with Cries and Calls, with Grief and Groans , 
to make it our daily Suic to him, that he would 
love us, and pive us an Heart to love him. 

Man was firſt in departing from God, and in re- 
moving of that love that ar firſt there was berwixt 
God and Man ; yet God is firit in ſeeking the re- 
newing of Love, elle Man would always hate, and 
never love him. Anq that Gad ſhould teek ro Man 
for his Love, and be denied, might be aſtoniſhment 
to the Ang=ls in Heaven, and make mater of joy 
(if they be czpable of anv joy) ro the Devils in 
Rell, that Vien that may love Chrift, art4 will not, 
misnt be as milerable as theinielves, ro whom he 
1s not propounded as an object of Fai:h, Lovz, or 
Hope. 


But 


L- 3 
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Ud 
But whether you will love, or not love hi 

God hath commanded me, and others of his Mee 
ſters, te lye hard ar you for your Love; he hath gi. 
ven usa Commiſhon to make'a motion of love be- 
twixt Chriſt and you, in order to your matching 
with him, at. 22. 2, 3, 4, &c. and hath commit. 
ted to us the Word of Reconciliation, and made it 
our Work to Wooe you for your love unto his Son 
and to try to gain your conſent, 2 Cor. 5. 18, t9, 
20. And if you will love him, to eſpoule you to 
him, 2 Cor. 11.2. This is my Meſlage, and for 
this end am I come this day, If I do not ak you 
1 hazard my Soul ; if you deny, you loſe youre. 
God therefore grant, that I might ſo ask, that you 
may not deny, that both your Souls and mine might 
Love, and fo be Saved. For the gaining of your 
Love for Chriſt, I ſhall uſe theſe Arguments, pro- 
pounded by way of Queſtion, and when you have 
given a right Anſwer to them, I hope Chriſt wil 
have a good Anſwer from you. a 
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CHAT XL 


Twenty Motives, or Pleas, that Chriſt might 
have the Love of your Hearts. 


IF" AN you find a more excellent objett for 

your Love than Chriſt? If you {earch 
through the whole Creation of God, is there any 
like to Chriſt ? Whatſoever you think, who dare 
fay there is? Are Riches, Honours, Pleaſures, 
Relations, which you have loved, comparable to 
Chriſt, whom you ought to love ? If Good be only 
the object of Love, is not the beſt Good the beſt 
object ? Can you love the lefler Good, and not the 
greater ? Yea, the greateſt of all ? Is not all the 
Goodneſs in the Creature but as a drop to the Sea, 
as a Candle to the Sun, as a Sand to a Mountain, if 
compared ro the Goodnets there is in Chriſt ? If 
David were worth ten thouſand of others, 2 Sam.18, 
3. 1s not Chri5t, Davids Lord, better than all the 
World? Read Carr. 2.3, & 5, 16. Prov. 3. 14, 
15. Phil. 3. 8. Doſt thou waver in thy thoughts, 
or heſitate about this ? T<ll me, 

Firſt, Is not Chriſt a Good moFt ſuitavle for thee ? 
Is Liberry ſo ſuitable ro a Captive Man, or Bread 
to an Hungry Man, or Health to a Sick Man, or 
Eaſe to a Pained Man, as Chriſt is to'a Sinful 
Man ? For, 


To. & : 1. Art 
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1. Art thou not . loſt, undone, in danger to be 

Damned ? Chriit will be thy Saviour, thy Keeper, 
and Recoverer. Luk. 19.10. The ſon of man came 
fo (ce and ty fave that which was loſt. Heb. 1, 
25. Wherefore he 1s able to ſave to the uttermoit 
all that come unto God by him, ſeeing he ever 
Jrves to make wterceſſion for them, Iſa. 63: 1,— 
Mighty to ſave, 
2. Artnot thou zg»9rant, dark and blind, know. 
eſt not the way to Heaven and eternal Happinels, 
and might weary thy :eif ro find the Gare of Lite, 
and yer mi's of it when thon haſt done all ?. He 
will be thy Teacher and thy Guide, and direc thee 
infallibly coir. Fle will Anoint thine Eyes, and 
caule thee to fee ſuch things as never yet thou faw- 
eſt, v7. 3.18. If he Anoint thine Eyes with his 
Eye-ſalve, chough thou wait born blind, thou ſhalt 
have thy ſight. | 

3. Art thou not Sick, and full of Spiritual Di- 
feaſes? Abounding with Soul Diſtempers ? Even 
ſics to Death? Nigh unto eternal Death ? He will 
oe thy Phyſician, who is to able and lo skilful, that 
never any yet, that he undertook to Cure, Died 
uader his Hands; for rather than thou ſhouldſt dye 
of thy Dileale, he will make thee a Potibn of his 
own Blood, which if thoa Drinkeſt, thoa ſhalt cer- 
tain:'y 1£cover. Therefore he came to be a Soul. 
Phyiictan, and gave this as a realon why he did 
converie with Puviicans and Sinners, That he might 
cur2tnem, /Hat.9.12. 

4, Art tina nt indebted? Oweſt thou not Mil- 
tions to Ged ? Haſt thoa a Mite to pay ? If God 
demand {ailsfa tion from thee, will it not prove thy 
Damuation ? I! Juſtice purlye thee, Death Arrell 
: thee, 
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thee, will not Devils {eize thy Seal, and hale it to 
thePriſon of Hell, from whence thou ſhalc nor be 
d:livered, til! rhou haſt paid the attermoit farthing, 
which will n-ver be? This Chriit, it thou wilt bur 
love him, wii] be thy Bail, become thy Surcty, 
and make payment of thy Debt, and give thee a 
Dilcharge. 

5. Art thou not polluted ard unclean? Hath not 
the Leproſie of Sin overipread thy Under{tanding, 
Will, Conſcience, Memory, and ail thins Aﬀecitons ? 
So that thou art defiled all over, lis wallowing 
in thy Blood, art caſt our to the loathing of thy 
perion 3 and canſt thou, in this filthy cate, enter 
into the holy Kingdom of God ? If thou wilt give 
kim thy Love, he will take away thy filthy Rags, 
and give thee change of Rajment, Zac. 3.1,2, 3. 
If thou wilt come to him with Faith and Love, and 
lay, Lord, if thou wilr, thou canſt make me clean, 
he in Love to thee will ſay, J w/, be thou clean, 
Mat. 8. 2, 3. - He vill make for thee a Bath of his 
own Blood, anc his Blood ſhall clean'e thee from 
all thy Sins, 1 Zoh. 1. 7. Yea, rhoa:h they be as 
ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white as ſrow;, though 
they be red like cram{on, th:y ſhall be as wooll, 
Ila. 1.18. 

6. Art thou wot a Captive to Sxtan and to Sin? 
Drudging Eibow deep in the loathlome Service of 
Sin? Is not thy Bondage more hard than that of 
the If; acitres in Egyor ? And 1s not Satan and Sin as 
Cruel and Tyraiunical as Fharioh and his Task- 
maiters? Dott thou love thy Chains ? Art thou at 
eaſe in thy Fetters ? Would thou be releated ? 
Chriſt will! be thy Redeemer, by Price and by 
Power, and make thee free 3 and then thou ſhalr be 
free indeed. 7. Art 
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Jo Art thou net a7 Enemy to God? Born {o, and 
Lived fo ? Take heed thou doſt not dye ſo, for tha 


Thirdly: 
hen thy 


there ſhall be no Peace, no making up the breach |onours, 


berwixt God and thy Soul. 


Bur now Chriſt istheſyl, Pſal- 


blefled - Peace-maker, and by the Blood of his] Fourthl 
Croſs he will reconcile thee unto God, Col. 1. 20, by peculia 


21. God will never be reconciled to thee, but in 
and through Chriſt, 2 Cor. 5. 18, 19. 

8. Arr thou not ſpiritually Dead ? Halt thou no 
loſt the holy Image of God, which was thy Bea. 
ty ? Though thou art Dead, he can quicken the, 
and give thee the Life of Grace and Glory, 1 Fo. 
5. 12. 


Now if this be thy condition, and Chriſt can, 
and is ready, able, and willing, to help thee in eve 
ry reipedt, how ſuitable is Chriſt to thee ? And 
ſuirableneſs being a ground of Love, and a motive 
thereunto, what an Argument is here to win th 
Love ? Oh fay then, I am LZo#, bur Chrift will fave 
me; Iam Jpnorant, but Chriſt will teach me; Iam 
S:ct, and he will recover me ; I am Indebted, and 
he will be a ſurety for me; | am Polluted, and he 
will cleanſe me; I am a Ceptrve, and he will re- 
deem me ; 1 am an Enemy to God, and he will re- 
concile me ; I am Dead, and he will quicken me, 
Oh, I never found one 1o ſuitable for me; now, 
, even now, he ſhall be loved by me. Oh this is the 
moſt excellent Obje&# for my Love, and [ willno 
[longer told it from him. 

Secondly, Is not Chriſt the moſt ſarzsfying Good? 
Thou art Indigent, he will {fapply thee; thou art 
empty, he will ill chee , thou art poor, he will en- 
Tich thee. On for Love, for ſuch a Savior / 
Thirdly, 
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o, and] Thirdly, Is not Chriſt the moſt dxrable Good? 
or they When thy Riches thall fail thee, thy Pleaſures and 
breach Honours, and Friends, ſhall fail, Chriſt will never 
t isthe ſyil, Pſal. 73+ 26. 

of his] Fourthly, Is not Chriſt a peculiar Good ? Given 
I. 20, y peculiar Love, only to a peculiar People, bring- 
ut in, jpg with him peculiar Priviledges ? When all other 


biogs thou loveſt, are common to the bad, as well 


bu not [y to the good ? Though a Worldly man, whoſe 


Bea: 


thee, 
L oh, 


Heart and Hands, and Honle, are full of the World, 
night fay Riches are mine, yethe cannot truly ay, 
ChrifÞ is mine. Let him have from thee peculiar 
Love, and he will be to thee a peculiar Good. 
Fiſcthly,” Is not Chriſt the moft neceſſary Good ? 
Doſt thou need Food ſo much when thou art Hun« 
y, or Liberty {o much when thou art in Priſon, 
o Salve when thou art Wounded, as Chriit when 
thou haſt ſinned ? Without other chings thou maiſt 
te happy, pardoned, reconciled, and for ever 1a- 
18d, but can any of theſe be-thine without Chriſt ? 
Criſt is needful, while thou /:veſt, for if thou beeſt 
n health, without him thy Soul is ſick, If thou 
houldft be ſick, he will give the choiceſt, and the. 
richeſt Cordialz when thou deft, he will {ecure thy- 
departing Soul ; and afrer Death, he will be thy 
Friend ; when all ſhall leave thee at-thy Grave, he. 
wyl be thine for ever. 
Sixthly, Is not Chriſt the moſt profitable Good ?- 
For when thou haſt him, thou haſt all. Then God 
1s thine, and the Spirit is thine, and the Promiſes 
ae thine, and the Previlcdges of the Covenant 
- thine; and Heaven it {elf ſhall be for ever 
thine. | 


Seventhly, 
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Good ? Some delight in what they ſee, ſomein 
what they hear, {ome in what they taſte, ſomein 


recreation, and {om= in notions, but the delight of 


Chriſt doth {urpals chem all, 

Eighthaly, Is nor Chri!t a ſure Good ? Other 
things God may give, and call for them back again, 
Hof. 2. 9. 1 will rel arn, and take away my corn 
in the time thereof, and my. wine in the ſeaſm 
thereof, and will recover my Woull and my flax— 
But God never faith, I gave fuch a man my Chriſt, 
but | will take away my Chriſt again. He may 
take Riches out of thy Hand, but (if thou petteſ 
him) he will never take Chriſt out of thy Heart, 

Ninthly, Whar ſhail I ſay to advance Chriſt in 
thy <tteem, that thou mightit love him? ls he not 
4 cor:preber. five Goed? Eminently all ? There is no 
9oodnels in the Creature, butir is formally, of vir 
tually, in Chriſt. Is there wiſdom in the Creature? 
There is more in Chriſt, Is there beauty, power, 
in the Creature? There is much more in Chriſt, 
Col. 1.19. For it pleaſ.d the fath:r, that in him 
ſpouid all fulneſs dwc::. Joh. 1. 14. —full of grace 
and truth. | 


This is th2 p*:ſon for whom I beg your Love. 
This 15 HE that is altogether iovely aud deſirable, 
Conſider now, | heleech you; can you be better 
offered ? Cai you find a better match for your S1ul? 
Can you iay ai! thts, rhe one half of this, any one of 
all thete rhings, concerning the objects you have 
hitherto lov:-d 7 

On then {:y, I never underſtood thelovelineſs of 
Chriit befc:e; ow hath Sin befool'd me! = 

at 


Seventhly, Is not Ciriſt the moſt delightfy 
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ohrfu lurh the World bewitched me! And how hath my 


* . [ſwliſh wicked heart deceived me, that 1 have la- 
whed my love upon the Creature, and Sia, when 
there was a Chrift to love! Such a Chriſt to 
hve! Such a Good as is not to be found m all 
the World ! Now ſhall he have my Love, my Heart, 
ny All. 


"me in 
pht of 


Other 
ain, 


raſa II, Tell me, Hath not Chri(t deſerved year Love, 
Bury by what he hath ſuffered, done, gzven, purchaſed, 
wif momiſed, and prepared for his Lovers ? Behold his 
Y [Wounds which he hath endured for thee : Behold a 
tre [01997 of Thorns on his Head, that there may bea 
&* [Crown of Glory upon thine. Behald him Dying, 
Rin that thou mailt Live: Him Suffering, thar thou 
mai? be Saved : Him Poor, that thou maiſt be 
_ mide Rich, with the beſt, lureſt, and moſt durable 
- [Riches. Behold him Condemned, that thou malt 
= be Abſolved ; Him in an Agony, that thoa upon 
hs te conditions of the {olpel mightt have Reft and 
ik Eaſe in Glory. Behold him 6: aring the Crofts, and 
bin the Croſs bearing bim, thar tho 1445htſt nor bear 
" [the Corſe : Him bearing the Fathers wrach, that 
__ thou mightei} te mide the Subjrit of his Grace, 
and the Ovjrit of his Love. and now tell me, 
Doth nor ithi> Chri't detervs thy Love ? Shoaldft 
thou love any Ike hum, when noce hath done for 
thee Ike him ? Doh the tinall kincinels of a Crea- 
> [ure draw thy Lyve, and (hail not all this in thy 
yo daviour, towatds thee, Kindle a Fire of Love in 
« _ towards him? How can{t thou forbear to love 
im ? 


may 


not 


ItI. Will nor Love to Chrift be the bet Love 
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thou canFt attain unto? As he is the beſt Ohjet 
of Love, {a Love going out to Chriſt is the beſt 
Acting of Love; and pity ic is, that any other 
Object ſhould go away with thy prevailing Love, 
For, 


I. Love to Chriſt will be the ſweeteſk Lone, 
He that loveth other things, and not Chriſt, love 
nothing bur Vanity, and to love Yanity will prove 
vexation. He thar Joverh Riches hach vexing lor- 
row with his love, fretting fears, and perplexing, 
Cutting cares. When thou loveſt thy Kelarions, if 
they be bad, the more thou loveit, the more thou 
art Wounded : If they be good, the more evil be. 
falls them, the more thou art grieved. There can- 
not be love to other things, without love to Chriſt, 
bur it will be bitrer Love; for thou wilt repent of 
that love, or thou wilt not. If thou doſt, then 
thou wilt find more forrow for ir, more bicternels 
1n it, than ever choa did(t find delight, andfay, 0h 
now it doth repent me, that ever I loved the 
World as I have done ;, my Pleaſures, my Sin, 
as I bave dont; Butthou wilt never have cauſeto 
lay, 1 repent that ever I loved Chriſt. © Never was 
ſuch a Word heard from the mouth of a ſincere Lo- 
ver of Chriſt; if thou doſt never repent of thy 
Love to the IVorld and Sin, that Love will cer- 
tainly end in forrow, and with bitterneſs of Soul be 
fruitleſly lamented in Hell. 


 Butwhatcontent, fatisfaQtion, delight, comfort, 
joy, there is in loving of Chriſt, none can cell lo 
well as he thar loves him. 
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2. Love to Chriſt 1s the ſafeſt Love: No fear 
& Sinning in this Love, except it be in the imal- 
els of the m-2afure of ir; but that is nor to Sin in 
loving, -but.not loving more. You might fear and 
tremble in loving other things, and ſay, Do nor [7 
ſn in this ? Is there not ſinning wm my loving ? 

3. Love to Christ ts the ſareſt ; Love to other 
hings is ofren turned into hatred : Love to day, 
and hate to morrow ; but this remainerh firm. 
The Obje&t is the lureſt Object, neither Men, nor 
Death, nor Devils, can take away the Obje of 
this Love. le ts fureſt in the Habit and Frinciple, 
the Power of God, the Prayer of Chriſt ; the promiſe 
if both ſecure the prelervarion of ir. Icis {ureſt in 
the Act, for if we be carcful our lelves, no Men, 
wr Devils, can hinder our acting of this Love ; 
they might keep us from hearing of his Word, 
but not from loving of his Perſon. 

4. Love to Chrift is the NoblesF Love. Love 
to Pleatures, to the World, to Sin, is baſe pol- 
led Love, this moſt tublime and railed 3 it hath 
the nobleſt, and the higheſt Objedt, ir carrieth the 
Soul in his Thoughrs and Meditations afcer him 
into the higheſt Heavens, and hath complacency jn 
the higheſt Degree, and (hall have for ever the higheſt 
Reward. 

5. Love to Chriſt is the longeſt : Love that ſhall 
never end. Sirs, ere long, you ww have done lo» 
ving this World, even ye that love it moſt, and 
have your hearts moſt {et upon ir. Ye that now 
have your hearts full of Earth, when ye {hat} have 
your mouths full too, and your Corps lye rotting 
in the Earth, you ſhall have done loving of ic : 
Death, that ends your life 3n the World, ſhall end 


your 
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your love to the World, which Grace never did, 
Ye hall allo have done, ere long, loving your Rela. 
tons; ye ſhall have done loving Father and Mo, 
ther, Brother and Siſter, and Husband, and Wife 
and Chiliren, as now in that relation, bur the gra- 
Ccious Soul, the Lover of Chriſt, ſhall never have 
done lovirg of Chriſt : It 1s {weet ro have it, bur 
this doth make it more {weer, to think he ſhall al- 
ways have it. Have zt in Life, have it at Death, 
and have it after Death. O bleſſed Love, that ſhall 
never beloſt, butever laſt, 
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While I was Maſing upon this, it came into my 
mind to conſider, what thoſe that never love Chriſt 
in this World, can love in the next; and [ could 
not imagiae any thing, that Damned Souls in H-1], 
can Love. (IF ic be that | underſtand not, nor am 
acquainted with the ating of rneir Souls, nor State, 
God grant I never may, as they do.) I thought, 
can they /ove God, Chriſt, the holy Spirit, Angels, 
Saints? Their hatred to all thele, is, and hall be, 
more deeply radicated ; thatis, Rooted 1n them, 
than ever upon Earth. 
Hell? They wiſh they. never had come thither. 
Can they love the pains of Hell ? They grieve and 
Sroan under them, and are weary to bear them, 
Can they love the D-vils in Hel] ? They curlz them 
for tempcing them ro Sin, that brought them to 
that place. Can they love their Companions 1 
Hell ? They are an aggravation of one anothers mt- 
ſery. Can they loye their $17 in Hell? Alas! 
all that was pleaſurable in it is g3ne, and the pain 
and ſting only doth remain. Can they love their 


Beings in Hell ? They had rather dye than live, and 
| ceale 
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ceaſe to be at all, than to continue to be there, I 
know not what it 1s that they can love. O /oath- 
ſome place, where there is, and can be, no love ! 
| © lovely Heaven ! where Love doth Reign, where 
Love doth Live ! and the Life of chem therein ſhall 
be for ever a Life of Love ! And in this World, 
where Love is wanting, ſo far it looks like Hell. 
Where Love, and that which is the bet, which is 
that which is to Chriſt, doth prevail, fo far it looks 
like Heaven, Dear Lord ! fave me from Hell, be- 
caule. there, there is no love to thee, nor to any 
thing that is good. Sweet Savor ! lead mein thy 
way to Heaven, and bring me thither, where Love 
to thee ſhall live, and laſt tor ever. 


Iv, Is it not great folly to love other things and 
mt Chrijt ? For love ye will, There is ſuch an af- 
feftion as Love in all your Hearts, and ſomething 
it will be ſet upon in this World, whate're it be 
with Damned Souls in the next. Now if Chriſt 
have it not, the World will : If Chriſt hath i: not, 
Sin will, And do ye act as Rational Creatures, as 


| Men endued with Realon, to deny your Love to 


Chriſt, and give itto the World, and Sin ? Set one 
over againſt the other, and then tell me, 

I. Is it not great folly ro love that which 1s 
worſe than your ſelves, and not that which 15 infi- 
nitely better? Do ye think your Silver and your 
Gold is better than your telves, as much as ye love 
it ? That your Houlies, and your Lands, as bad as 
ye are, are better than your ſelves ? But ye are 
not yet /o good, mor yet {o bad, but I hope ye will 
hay, and ackdowledge, that Chrift is better. 


\ | 2, [s 
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2..Is it not great folly ro love that miich cant 
love you again, aud not bim that woiili ? Yelove 
your Gold, bur that cannot love you again : The 
Cloaths upon your back, the Furniture in your 
Houles ye love, bur th&ie can make ro returns 
of Love. Ye give your love to them, but ye re- 
ceive no love from them. Are ye not vexed, 
when ye love a Man that doth nor love youagain, 
nor return love for love ? And. why are ye fo well 
pleated, and are fo well contented, in placing the 
very ſtrength of your love on Worldly things, 
where the return of love is not only not att4al, but 
?:poſſible? Bur would ye love Chriſt, ye ſhould 
have more love from him than ye give unto him, 
ii ye firive wich all your might to love him with 
the utmoſt love ye can, Fob. 14. 21, 23. Prov, 

De F7. | 
3. Is it not great folly to /ove that which can ne- 
ver ſatisfie you, and not bi that would [atisfie your 
Souls for ever ? Did thele things ye love, ever fill 
your deſires ? Did they ever give you full content? 
How ſhould they ? When God hath made your 
Souls capable of the enjoyment of an infinire good, 
how can that which is finite fill them ? It is only an 
infinite good, and not finite, that can fatisfie your 
Souls, though they be finite; all the Creatures can 
710t fill one. For the WUl of Man, though it be 
ſubjeQively finite, yet it is objettively infinite ; that 
is, (for to be eaſi2 and plain in ſuch a place as this, 
and in fuch matters as thefe, before you, 1s beſt, 
becauſe for you moſt profitable and edifying) though 
the Will in 1t ſelf, and in irs own Nature, becaule 
a Creature, is finite, and limited, yetit is capable 
of making choice of Ggd, for its chiefeſ ow 
' tnat 
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that is infinite and unlimited. And God hath pu* 
into the hearts of Men, defires after good that is 
eternal, for they defire to bz eternally happy; but 
God hath not put this eternal g9odne1s in any, 1n ail 
the things of this Worl4, for they are ail cratiiory, 
Therefore when ye look for f{acistaction 11 theCOrea- 
tures that ye love, or in the loving of them, ye 
look for that which God never put into tiem, and 
nothing can give more than it hath, agd nothing 
hath more than God hath given it, ticrefore ro 
look for more from ir, than God by making 1t, 
hath put into it, may yield yoa vexation enough, 
but no fatis{aftion at all. Ecclef. 5. 10. He 194r 
loveth ſilver, ſhall not be ſatiified with ſilver; nor 
he that loveth abundance with increaſe» This is alſo 
vanity. 

4+ Is it not great folly ro love that which ye muſt 
ſhortly part with, and nor him that ye might enjoy jor 
evr ? Though ye have your heart full of Love to 
other Earthly things, you ſhall not carry an hand» 
ſul of them into ine other \Vorid. Eccl. 5.15: 
As he came forth of bis mothers wemb, naked j1all 
he return t0ogo as be cam, "and ſnall roke nothing of 
his labour, which pe may carry anay 1 his Dad. 
1 Tim. 6. 7. We brought nothing wto this warld, 
and it 1s certain wg can carry uuthing ont ; bur 
Death, that carrieth t& Lovers of the \yorld quite 
way froin the things t1ey love, fſhail fer the Soul 
of a Lover of Chriſt nearer to him, Phrl. 1. 23. 
For ] am in a ſtrait betwixt twa, having a azfire 
to depart, and to b: with Coriſt, which is far bt- 
ter. The Soul that loverh Chriſt, when {by D:a.n) 
it is abient from the Body, it fbax bs preieac with 
the Lord, 2 Cor. 5. 8, 
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5. Is it not great folly ro love that which might 
leave you wnile ye live, and not that Chrift that 
would never leave ye, nor forſakg you? As yeare 
fare theſe things, which ye love, will be none of 
yours after Death, io ye are not ſure they ſhal} be 
yours while ye live. May ye not be rich to day, 
and poor to morrow ? Well to day, and ſick to 
morrow ? In honour to day, and in diſgrace to 
morrow ? Was it not fo with Haman ? Efth.s. 
IO, Il, & 7.9, 10, When ye have Riches, and 
love them, ye are not ſure to hold them. Prov, 

3-5. Wilt thou ſet thine eyes (thine Heart and 
Love) «por that which is not ? for riches certain. 
ly make themſelves wings and fly away as an Eagle 
rowards heav:n. The Hebrew Text is, Wilt thay 
cauſe thy eyes to fly upon that which 1s wa! 
Riches fly away, and the Worldly mans Heart, 
and Love, fly after them 3 and though his Hear 
and Love, be {wife in their motion after Riches, 
yer ſometimes Riches fly {o ſwiftly, that their Lo- 
ver cannot overtake them. The pleaſures of Sin, 
and to the profits of the World, are but for a Seaſon, 
Heb. £1.25. and when the Sealon is over they are 
g92ne 3 bur Chriſt would never leave you, nor for 
take you, Heb. 13. 5. 

6. Is it not great folly ro love that which mij 
prove an hinderaiice to your everla$tins happint(i 
and not him that is the purchaſer, and the prom 
rr of it ? To love that which is often hurtful to 
:he owners, and always hurtful to the over-lover 
of it, and not him that never did his Lover 
harm, but good? Eccl.5. 13. There is 4 ſore ei 
which I have ſeen under the Sun, namely, Kicht 
cope for the owners thereof to their hurt. Fin 
| Solom! 
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Solomon had ſeen, and many have ſeen; but that 
Chriſt ſhould har: any Man, that hath him for his 
own, was never leen. Riches arerhics Clay, and 
Clogs, to the Minds of Men, and keep them down 
to Earth, thar they cannot rife to Heaven, nor get 
ſo high while they live, nor their Souls when their 
Bodies dye, thar they make Salvation exceeding 
difficult, dat. 19. 23. Then ſaid Feſus to bis Diſce- 
ples, Verily I ſay mmto you, that a rich man ſhall 
hardly enter into the Kingdom of hraven. 24. And 
again I ſay unto you, ir 1s eafizr for a Camel to 
go thraurh the eye of a Needie, than for 4 rich 
man to'nter into the Kingdom of God; battolove 
Riches, and not Chriſt, while a Man doth to, doth 
not make Saivation only hard, bur impoſſible ; bar 
the love of Chriſt, makes Salvation not only poſſt- 
ble, bir certain and eakie. 

7. Is it not great folly tolove that which cannot 
comfort vou at Death, an not Coriſt, that both 
can and would ? Love what ye will, b<{ides Chriſt, 
and not Chriſt, it cannor be a ſtay to your depart- 
ing Souls ; what will ye look to at Death for com- 
forr, your Riches? Why yeare going from them, 
With an heart full of love to them; to love them, 
and yer muſt leave them, _to leave chem in loving 
of them, will rorment and vex you, not ſupport 
and comfort you. To Plcaſures that ye loved? 
When ye lyea dying, they are fled, ard paſt, and 
gone, To your F;:enas? When ye aredying, ye 
are taking your Jaft leave of them. To Corift ? 
Alas, him ye never loved, and the thoughts of 
thar, will be a ting more painful chan he (ting of 
Death, 
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V. Can ye 69 any thing leſs- than love Chrifh, 
or can ve do any thins more? 18 it not a (mall thin 
thar Chrilt ſhonld have your Love, for all thole 
great tings Ye have, 

And yet Chriit ſtands upon your love as greateſt of 
all, and ail withoat love is nothing. If Chriſt had 
asked you to lay down your Life for him, had he 
required more {rom you than he himſelf hath done 
for you ? Had be called you to give your Bodies 
ro be burned for him, ſhould ye not have done it? 
How much more when he faich, Ler your Hearts 
but burn in Love unto me, when that burning will 
nor be painful, but delighiful ? When MNaaman 
came tothe Prepnet to be cleanſed of his Leprofie, 
being directed to go and Waſh in Jordan, and he 
ſhould be ciean, im Wrath he went away, but his 
Servant came to him and taid, fy Father, if tht 
Prepret had bid thee do ſome great thing, wouldſf 
thou net bave aone it ? How much rather thin, 
wycn he ſaith to thee, waſh and be clean? 2 King. 
5- 13- tf Chrift had required fome great thing, 
hat thou mignteſt elcape great torments, and be 

Pa Taker - creat Salvation, wouldeſt thou not have 
Jonc ic? How much rather then, when he faith, 
Love me, pe be Saved 2 When you have received 
great kingaels from a Friend, whom you cannot 
requit?, yer you iay, I cannor ao leſs than love him; 
yet this ſeal! thing is more in Chri(ts account than 
all wirzont this, You Pray to him, but to Love 
tim is mote;z an Heart fall of Love, is more to 
Chriit than a thouſand Prayers, full of the moſt 
eloguent Expreſſions, without Love. You hear 
You might 
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{fer for him, but to have love to him is more. 
Shonld you give al} your Goods to the Poor, and 
your Body tio the Fire for him, to give your Heart 
and Love to him 1s ſtill more. And indeed, ex- 


cept ali the former proceed from Lovz, and are 


accompanied with it, they arenot pleaſing to Chrift, 
nor profirable to your Salvation, 1 Cor, 13. 1, 
2,3» | 


VI. Will you love that which you might eaſily 
love tro much, and not Chriſt, whom you can ne- 
ver over-love ? You might love your Riches, 
your Relations, yoar Plealures, your Self, your 
Liberty, your Life, roo much. In thele your love 
might foon exceed, and tranjgreſs the bounds ; and 
it is hard not to exceed, but to keep within bounds, 
And indeed, lo much love as you give to thele, 
more than to Chriſt, is roo much ; bur could you 
love Chriſt with as much love as ail the Saints in 
Heaven love him, it would not be too much for 
him, if you were able to bear ir. Many have 
complained they loved Chrilt too little, bat never 
any that he had too much of their love. God doth 
blame you, and Conicience doth accuſe you, for 
your great love to things below, bur neicher God 
nor Conlcience, for tlic higheſt degrees of love ro 
Chriſt, and things thar are avove. 


VII. Can yors love your felv:s truly, and not 
love the Lord Teſus {unrcerely ? There 18a Self-love, 
which is inconſfiitent with the love of Chriſt, and 
there is a Self-iove witich is the beft, that no man 
hath bat he that loveih Chriſt, Noth that man love 
himſelf indeed, that regardeth not the Salvation of 
M 4 his 
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his Soul ? That doth rain bim{elf, and damn him. 
ſelf, and ſhnt himielf our of Herwen ? Doth that 
man love himiclf indeed, that doth expoſe himſelf 
to the wrath of God, to tie darination of Hell, 
and ro bi.mthment from tne glorious preſence of 
the bleſied God ? All which, a man brings upon 
himlelf for want of love to J-'us Chrift 5 if then 
vou will love your {elf iruly, you mutt love Chriſt 
lincerely. 


Vil. Are mot all the Duties of Religion edi. 
ors to you for want of love to Chriſt £ Do you 
find ir a burden to Pray ? A burden to hear or read 
the Word of God? Is it a burien to you to medi. 
rate upon God and Chriſt, and rhings above ? It is 
all for want of love to Chriit ; for Love makes hard 
Things ealie, and heavy Labour to be light. 


IR. Deth any thing make you more like to God 
than to love Chriſt ? Do you not in this moſt re- 
{ſemvle Gol ? Do you believe in Chrit ? $0 doth 
not God. Do you truſt in Chrift for Lite and Sal. 
vation? So doth not God. Do you obey the com- 
mands of Chriſt 2 God hath no ſuperiour to com: 
mand him. Bnt do youlove Chriſt ? So doth God. 
Foh. 3. 35. The father loveth the ſon, and hath 
9rven all things into his hands. Joh. 5. 20. 


X. Might you return to God and Chriſt, like 
for like, in any thing but in Love? Or in any thing 
carry it towards God, as God doth towards you? 
If God be angry with you, might you be angry with 
God ? If God withdraw comfort from you, might 
ou With-hold Duty from God ? If herebuke you 
"3s 7 migir 
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might you rebuke him? If he be difpleaſed wich 
you, might you be dilpleated with him 2 Would 
not all chis b2 your fin, aud perverine's of heart, r0- 
wards him? Bur if he love you, you may, and 
. » ! - ” 

ought to love him. If he hath ſet his hear upon 
you, your Duty 1s to ler your heart on him, 


XI. Car you hope for Saivation by him, With- 
out ſmcere affeftion to him ? Or who bids you hone 
for any {auch thing? Can you have the face to ex- 
pect tuch great things by, through, and from Chrilt, 
as Pardon of all your Sins, deliverance from Hel}, 
the happinei's of Heaven, and yet not love him ? 
Do you hope for eternal Life by Chriit ? | know 
you do 3 might not Chriſt then expect love from 
you, when you expect Life by Chrit? As you 
woild have Life by Chrift, ler Chriſt have Love 
from you, or elle your expectation of Life will be 
diſappointed. and cnd in Death without end, 


XII. Dare you dye without love to Chriſt ? Dare 
you, can you, leave this World wiih a quiec mind, 
if you love not Chriſt ? No, ſurely, except you 
dye as Blind as you were Born, What think you 
when you come to be Sick, and when you cometo_ 
Dye, will it not be a cut to thy Heart, to think [ 
have lived twenty, forty, years, bur I'neverjoved 
Chriſt? Now muſt I £o to appear before him 
whom 1 never loved. Wihy not love him while 
you live in health, as well as with you had loved 
him when healchis gone, and licknels come ? When 
Life is going as faſt as Death is coming ? | 


h 
XIll. Is et yeur Love Chriſts are ? Do you 
| not 
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not owe itto him ? Is it not due to him by vertueof 
Creation ? Did not he give your Being to you? 
By vertue of Redemption, when you were worſe 
than nothing, Cid not he lay down his Soul, his 
Life, his Blood, as a Price for your Ranſom ? B 
vertue of Preſervation, hath not Chriſt kept you 
out of the Grave, and Hell, unto this day ? Juſtice 
would have hewn thee down, and Wrath would 


have damned thee long ago, and who hath procu. - 


red a Reprieval for thee bur Chriſt ? That thou art 
on this {fide the Torments of the Damned, not 
paſt Praying, and Hearing, and Hoping, is all 
through Ciriſts procuring for thee longer time. B 
vertueof Proviſion, which Chriſt maketh for thee, 
thou would{t nor have had a Rag to thy Back, nor 
a Morel for thy Mouth, ner Sleep in thy Eyes, if 
Chriit had not bought, and by Purchaſe procured 
for thee what thou haſt. Thy Iove is due to Chriſt 
by vertue of Command, whereby thou art obliged 
and bound to give it to him, and ſhalt be accounted 
a Tranſgreſlor, and a great one too, if thou doſt 
with-hold it from him. 

If it be due {fo many ways, what Injuſtice will it 
bein thee to deny to Chriſt that which is his due ? 
Arc thou not careful to give coevery one their own ? 
And is it not ancaſe tro thy mind, that though thou 
art not Rich, yet thou haſt to give every one his 
due? Doft thou not Trade, Work, Cark and 
Care, to pive all their own, ' and ſhall Chriſt be 
the only Perlon to whom thou wilt be Unjuſt ? If 
thou haſt not enough to fatisfie all thy Creditors, 
yet of one, whom thou loveſt, and beareſt more 
reſpect nnto, thou ſayeſt, If it pleaſe £90, fuch a 
one ſhall lofe nothing by me. Poor Sinner ! - 
| nog 
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thou ſay, Though I cannot do what I ſhould, yer 
Chriſt ſhall not be fo far a Later by me, as nor 
to have my Heart and Love. Look to ic, that he 
do not; for if he do, thou wilt loſe thy Sorl; and 
then who will be the preatelt loter ? 


XIV. Is it not great condeſcention in Christ, that 
he will ſo kindly accept of thy Love ? One lo great 
accept the Love of one {o mean! One {o holy ac- 
cept the love of one that is 1o tinful ! One to glo- 
rious, of one ſo vile! Do great Men valne the 
love of Beggars ? or Princes, the love of Peaſants ? 
Would a Man of great Birth and Eſtate g1ve leaveto 
one cloathed in Rags to love him in order ro Mar- 
riage ? Or would he not {corn and r-j<Ct both the 
perion and her love ? Methinks, conhidering whar 
Ciriſt is, and what thoa art, thou fhouldit tay, If 
Chriſt will give me leave, I will love him. Give 
thee leave! Nor only ſo, but gives the command, 
and that upon pain and peril of everlaſting Da#m- 
nation, if thou doſt nor. He doth pive thee leave 
and charge to love him, bur no leave to live with- 
out love ro him, though for thy long refuſal he 
might juſtly leave thee to live witnout love to 
him, | 


XV. Should you ever have any cauſe or reaſon 
to be ajbamed of your love to Chrift ? Is not the 
time coming, and the day haſining, when coverous 
men ſhall be aſhamed of their loving of the 
World, and vo/upruous men aſhamed of loving 
their Pleafores, and the ambitions of their Honours 
bur the time will never come, the day will never 
be, that a grac:ons Soul ſhall be aſhamed of his 
lincere 
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{incere love to Jefus Chriſt. For what is ſaid of 
Hope, is true of Love, Rom.s5. 5. it maketh nt 
aſhamed ; but as all Sin is matter of ihame, Rom, 6. 
21. What fruit have ye of thoſe tnings of which 
ye are now aſhamed ? 1o eſpecially the Lovers of 
Sin, ſhall be aſhamed that they loved not Chriſt, 
For is it not an horrid ſhame, that a rational Crea- 
ture ſhould be ſuch 2 Sort as co love Sin that is moſt 
loathiſum, and not love Chriſt thar is moit lovely? 
To love deformity, and not beauty ? A real evil 
under the norton, and appearance, and paint, of a 
ſeemins good, and not a Chriſt thatisa real good, 
wirhout appearance of the leaft evil! O ſhame! 
fhame! 1 am alhimed that Sin ſhould have ſuch 
eſicem, and Chriit to great contemptput upon him; 
but ſhame ſhall ere long confound thele now ſhame- 
leis Wretcnes, when rhey ſhall cry out, We are 
aſhamed that we loved Profits, and not Chriſt; 
Houte, Lands, Lufts, and not Chriit. This ts the 
cohfuſion of our Faces, and thame doth cover us, 
that weſhould be ſo fooliſh, and io blind, thac we 
had not Wir, nor Reaſon, to diſtinguiſh berwixt 
the greateſt and' moſt lovely good, and the great- 
eſt and moſt odious evil. 


XVI. Is there any love ſo profitable as the love 
of Chriff? Gain draweth Love ; by the love of 
other things more than Chrit, you will loſe more 
than you gain. By {uch love, God, Chriſt, Hea-- 
ven, and your own Soul, will be for ever loſt ; and 
ſhould your gains of the World be proportioaable 
to your fove of the World, yea, and exczed it, 
to the gaining of the whole World to your felt, 
which never man yet did, your gain would prove 
your 
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your loſs; and when you come to caſt up your Ac- 
compt at Death, or Judgment, you will fnd your 
ſelf caſt much behind hand, becauſe tiom Gods 
face and favour. at. 16. 26. IWhat is a man 
profited, if he gain the whole world, and loſe his 
own ſoul ? or what ſhall a man give in exchange 
for his foul ? Butby the loving of Chriſt yu ſhall 
have gain, thar no man can value, no Wir can 
eſtimate, no Aritymerician, by all his Nuinhbers 
and Figures, can compute z even pardon of ianume- 
rable Sins, the favour of an infinite God, delive- 
rance from unconceiveabl2 Torments, poſle{on of 
endleſs Lite, and more than 1, or any man, can 
deicribe or comprehend. 


XVII. 1; there any love ſo univerſaily neceſſary, 
as the love of Chriſt ? One man loves one thing, 
and a lecond another, and a third another, but there 
is no neceljiry that ail men fhould love any one 
thing bur Chriſt, and things appertaining to our 
having and enjoying of him ; and love to Chriſt is 
neceflary for poor and rich, for great and limall, 
for noble and ignoble, for learzed and unlearned, 
for bond and free. Oh then, what Eoings are theſe, 
thac that love which is neceitary, not enly for the 
moſt, bur for all, ſhould be n«gleted not only by 
the moſt, buralmot (comparatively) by all? 


XVII. Do not. you want one great help againſt 
the temptations of Satan, while you are void of 
love to Chriſt ? Is not Satan your Enemy ? ls not 
your heart forward to yield co him? Doth it not 
concern you to reſiſt him, when if you yield, you 
delerve to dye ? Burt this love would Garrilon your 
Hearts, 


CHRIST 


Lowe to 


73 
Hearts, Fortifie your Souls, make you Courapious 
and Reſolute againſt all the batteries of Satan, al. 
{aults of Sin, and watchful againſt the Allurements 


and Ambuihments of the World, and thar you 
wouid tay, Sha# I offend wy deareſt Lord ? Shall 
1 aifpleaſe him that hath had ſuch goud pleaſure 
io dy me ſuca gaod, ſuch everlaſiing good? Oh! 
bow can 1 ao this, or that great evil, and ſin 
arainſt him whom 1 do love ! For do you not find 
that Love forbids, and exceedingly reftrains, from 
grieving, offending, or wronging him, whom you 
do entirely love ? 


XIX, Will you ever be able to hold your profeſ. 
fron of Chriſt without ſincere love unto him ? 
When trials come, will nor tuch as have no faving 
love to Chriſt, turn their backs upon him ? Will 
they that love Riches, Eaſe, Liberty, Honours, 
Life, or any thing more than Chriſt, leave, loſe, 
lay down, theſe for Chriſt ? What you love moſt, 
will you not endeavour to keep longeſt ? Theſe muſt 
be harboured, but Chriit then ſhall-be abandoned, 
Alat. 19. 21, 22. bur if you have not thar love 
that will keep you ſte faſt and conſtanr, in {uffering 
for Chriſt on Earth, for want of that love you ſhall 
ſuffer eternally in Hell, 


KX. Is it mot peſſtvie for you to ſet your love 
upon Chriſt ? Is it wot attainable? Devils cannot 
lovehim, but you can. Damned Souls cannot love 
him, but you can if you would; for have you not 
the means to help you to love him? Is not he 
Preached to you ? Is not the Spirir ſtriving with 
you ? Will you ſary you cannat love him though you 

| would ? 
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mould 2 That I utterly deny, for if you were really 
willing to love him, you could love him'; nay, if 
you do unfeignedly Will ro love him, you do love 
him, for what is Willing buc Loving ? And what 
hinders you from Loving, but your nor willing to love 
him? Will you ſay, yoa want power ? Whar pow- 
er do you mean ? The Natural faculty or power of 
the Will ? Fhar you have; how <lie do you Will 
any thing you do ? Will you tay you want a power 
of Willing to love Chriſt ? Whac is char, but thar 
you are unwilliag to love him? And if you cannot, 
becauſe you will not, the more you plead your Can- 
rot, the more you aggravate your Will not. A Na- 
tural Power God hath given you, that is a Will, if 
you lye under a Moral Impotency, that is your Sin ; 
and what is this Aforal Cannot, or Impotency, 
but the averlene's of the Will from Chriſt ? There- 
fore, though withour rhe powerful workings of the 
Grace and Spirit of God, you cannot love Chriff 
lncerely, yet this Cannot is your Will no ; for if 
by the Grace of God you were enabled to Will, 
you could, and it you were as willing to love Cariſt, 
as fome now are, that once were as unwilling as 
now you be, you could love him as well as they. 
Why ſhould you ſtand off, arid lay, If ir were 
poſſible for me to love Chrift, | would ? How ! 
Poſſible! What! Is there no difference berwixr 
you and a Devil 2 Betwixt you and the Damned 
in Hell ? You can love the World; can you do 
that ? You can love your Self ; can you do that ? 


| Yes. And TI {uppoie you can iove. Sin too, can you 
not * To our Grief, and your Shame, we find it : 


But why can you love World, and Self, and Sin ? 
ls it nor becauſe your will? Do you do it againſt your 
W iil ? 
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Will? I wiſh you did, then ther© :ght be more 
hopes you would be periwaded to ivve Chriſt. Toy 
can, and do love Sin, becaitje yout are willing ; 
have bur as great willingnels to love Chriſt, as the 
World and Sin, and then it may be taid, Not only 
that you can, bur do love Chriſt. However, 
though I am no Aﬀſerter of the Liberty and Power 
of the Will in things Szpernatural, nor an oppoſer 
of the receſſicy of the workings of the Spirit, to 
enable a Sinner to love Chriſt, yet it is moſt manifeſ 


that your wunwillinoneſs 1s the hinderance of ſuch: 


Love, and this unwilliognels is your weaknels; 
ſince then your unwillingnels (certainly by Grace) 
might be remoyed, your Love is poſſible, therefore 
ceale not ill it be dual, 


Are ye at length convinced of the Neceſſity of 
love to Chriit ? And are ye at length perſwaded to 
leek it, and willing to ger love to him ? I ſhallthen 
next proceed tothe Directions, whereby ye might, 
through Grace, fall in love with Jeſus ChriR. 


CHAP. XIL 


Ten Direfions to get (incere Love to Chriſt, 
ſbewing the way of Love to him. 


s oy underſtand, and be throughly convinced 
| of thy loſt Eſtate, and miſerable Condition, 
for Conviction, fight, and ſenſe of Sin, and of 

our 


our loſt 
ſetting « 
though C 
cumitanc 
them C01 
{onsthe 1 
Natural 
throws t 
(in whit 
Chriſt, 1 
Eſpouials 
with ſom 
and lome 
eth by th 
and fome 
with lefl: 
Toga 
ens Dam: 
preſſed, 
Love he z 
in {ſuch /! 
there 15 1 
than by « 
ven; anc 
of the Si 
laying, 
be Dami 
viour f. I 
Ven Witt 
I have ti 
ſent, or © 
if I and 
have bee 
now tt 


— 


Neceſſary for Al. Te TI 


our loſt Eſtate thereby, uſually goes before the 
ſetting of the Heart and Love upon Jeſus Chriſt 3 
though God doth not deal with all Sianers, 1" all cir- 
cumſtances, alike, in working and begerting 1n 
them content and love unto his Son, - in divers per- 
{ans the meature of Conviction is different, as in the 
Natural Birth, {ome are born after more pangs and 
throws than others are, fo in the Spirunal Birth 
(in which the Love is turned unto, and ter upon 
Chriſt, the day of chis Birth being the day of 
Eſpouials) lome God dealeth with more genrly, 
with ſome more rouzhly. Some he melts like Wax, 
and fome he hews like knorty ood; tom? he carri- 
eth by the Gates of Hcll, co the Door of Heaven; 
and fome he brings to Chriſt, and leads to Heaven 
with leſſer Terrors. 

To gain your love to Chriſt, he exprefly threat- 
ens Damnation that is io great, ir cannot be fully ex- 
preſſed, and lets the Sinner know, that Conſent and 
Love he mt, or be Dazaned be muſt. He doth let 
in ſuch /:ght into the Mind, that the Soul doth ſee 
there 1s is no way to elcape ihe darkxeſs of Hell, 
than by contenting to Chriit that came from Hea- 
ven; and Chriſt prefſern hard upon the Contcience 
of the Sinaer, whom he Wooetrh for his Love, 
laying, Poor Sinner | What dojt thou man? To 
be Damned ratber than to have me for thy $4- 
viour? To go to Hell with thy Luſts, than tro Hea- 
ven witi) ine the Lord ? iVhat wilt thous do ? Shall 
I have thy Love or No?! [Wilt :hou at laſt con- 
ſent, or wilt thou ſtill refuſe ? 1 tell thee plainly, 
if I and thou part, Hell and thou muji meet. 1 
have been IWooing long, and Waiting long, but 
now it 4s Come 0 « parting, or 4a cloſing point, 


aud 
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and it 1s time for thee to come to 4 reſolution, 
This +s the Caſe, Deny my Suit, and God mil 
Damn thy Soul : If thou hear not me, thou ſhalt 
bowl in Hell : If 1 leave thee, God will leave 
thee, and Aﬀercy will leave thee, and all Miſery 
will come upon thee, Poor Sinner ! Conſider the 
iſſue of thy final refuſal of me, and of denying thy 
love to me. 

I. Wl :t not be thy being caſt into pain of great- 
elf extremity ? And how wilt thou do to bear it? If 
God do but touch thee with his Finger, thou doſt 
ſighand ſob, thou doſt cry and roar, and canſt not 
reſt, O how wilt thou reſt, when God lhall lay on 
blows with his Almighty Arm ? If pain in thy Head, 
or ſicknels at thy Heart, or Gripings in thy Bowel, 
make thee cry out like a Diſtracted Man, what 
wilt thou do to bear the wrath of God in a place 
prepared on purpole to ſhew his indignation againſt 
Chriſt-refuſing Sinners ? When the loreſt affliction 
in this Life, is but as the pricking of a Pin, to the 
Piercing of a Sword, if compared to the Torments 
of the Damned ? 

2. Will it not be Miſery joined with endleſs 
Eternity ? And hadft thou rather bear pains extream 
and eternal too, than Love me, that would deliver 
thee from them ? Doth not a ſmall affliction make 
one Day or Night ſeem long, much more if it be 


heavy? Then in the Night thou askeſt, Is it not | 


Day ? Thou counteſt the Clock, thou numbereſt 
the Hours, and think'ſt that Time doth paſs but 
flowly on. Would it were but break-a-day thatl 
might riſe ! But all the time between the Creation 
and the Diſſolution of the World, is but a moment 
to Eternity : Where there is no ſtriking of Clocks, 
| | | 9 
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no telling of Hours, no returns of Night and Day, 
but always Night, and never Day ; never ſhall be 
break-a-day. A thouſand years (hall pats, and ne- 
verthe lels to come. Nay, nothing paſt, and no- 
thing to come, and yer more to come than 1s alrea- 


Vdypaſt ; an everla$ting Inſtant, Now there is hope, 


and yer thou wiltnot give me thy Love and Reart z 
then there will be no hope, and that might even 
break thy Heart. Belides, 

3. Will it not be univerſal pain? ' All over, no 
part free. Here if thou art pained in thy Head, thy 
Heart may not be fick; if pained in more, yet 
not in all, but then thou wilt be all over Tor- 
mented. Thy Under Fanding will torment thee, 
when thon ſhalt know the God, the Heaven, the 
Happineſs thou haſt loſt, and all for want of Love 
to me 3 and the mitery thou haſt found, Thy 
Memory Will increate the vexation of thy Hearr, 
in calling ro mind thine opporcunities upon Earch, 
how Mercy did intreat thee, how Grace did Wooe 
thee, how [ called, my Spirit ſtrived, and Patience 
long waited for thy Love, and yet | could not ob- 
tain it of thee, Thy Conſcience wiil ftiog and 
Snaw thee, ſaying, Did nor [ tell thee this would 
be che end of thy Refulal>? Did not I forewarn 
thee? Did nor | fay it would be thy wileſt, only 
way, to hearken unto Chriſt, and to fer thy Love 
upon him ? But thou wouldſt nor, did ft not hearken 
to my voice, nor to the voice of Chriſt intreating of 
thee for thy Love. And ar the Relurrection, thy 
Body will be fharer of puniſhment with rhy Soul, 
and all thy Senles be cormented with affliciing Ob- 
ets: Thine Ears in hearing doleful Lamentations; 
lhine Eyes in ſeeing a curled Crew of Damn: d 
: N 2 Creatures z 
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Creatures; thy Smell afflicted with the ſtench of 
burning Brimſtone; thy Ta#e in continual drinking 
of the Cop of Wrath, full of Dregs, without mix- 
ture of Mercy; thy Touch in feeling the Fire burn. 
ing, bat never conſuming of thee. 


conſume on Earth ; and theſe brambles ſhall burn in 
Hell, and not conſume, which will be a greater 
Wonder. 

Now tell me, poor Sinner ! faith Chriſt, what 
is thine Anſwer ? Hadſt thou rather endure all this 
than love me? Hadlſt thou rather love the World, 
and thy preſent Pleatures, and hereafcer lye ia theſe 
extream, eternal, and univerſal pains, than love 
me, and be delivered from them ? One of theſe muſt 
be ; be wile therefore in thy choice. 

As Chriſt takes this courle to gain thy Love, fo 
do thou join in with Chriſt by ſerious conſideration 
for thine own Conviction, that thou maiſt give thy 
love to him. Urge thy telf, and work it on thy 
Heart, that thou art under the Curſe, and Threat 
nings of God, which are rrue, rerrible, intolera- 
ble, andeternal ; thou art the Man that art threatned 
by God with the foreſt Puniſhments, Plagues, Judg- 
ments, 1nthis Life, and in the Life ro come ; thou 
art the Manthat Law and Goſpel will condemn, if 
thou finally deny thy love to Chriſt. Think ſeri: 
onſly with thy felf, that thou art under the Wrath 
of God, which is great Wrath, Fer. 21. 5. Whole 
Treatures of it, Kor. 2.5. Abiding Wrath. oh. 
3. 36, Tearing and deſtroying Wrath. Amos 1, 
It. Pſal.50. 22. Exzek., 43.8. Intolerable. Nah. 
1.6. Vioſt of it to come. MAdat. 3.7. And Eter- 
nal, Kev. 14. 10, 11, 

Endeavour 
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Endeavour to get thine Heart affected, that while 
thou loveſt not Chriſt, thou haſt no 7T:it/e ro Hea: 
ven, no Actual Hope, no Promiſe, no Pletge nor 
Earneſt, no Plea, no Interel, no Warrant to ex- 
pect Salvation ; that Hell is thy due. Tormentsthy 
deſert; Hell is appointed for thy Lodging, Dwel- 
ling place, The Place is prepared, the Fire is 
kindled, Devils are waiting, and a! 7c! is moved 
to meet thee at thy coming. Oh think what man- 
nex of Hell ir is, that thou art every moment in 
danger of; it is hot, long, large, dark, drip, a. 
refteſs, and remedileſs Hell. When thou haſt got 
a ſight and ſenſe of thy Sin, and that thou art loſt in 
thy telf, chen 


IT. Conſider, there is no help for thee in any 
meer Creature among all the Creatiin of God ;; 
none fuch can prevent thy Damnation, {erthee in 
Gods favour, bring thee to his Kingdom. Tf thou 
lookeit upwards, Angels cannot, or downwards, 
Devils neicher can, nor will. Look round about 
thee, all Creatures fay, There is no nelp in us, for 
Wrath muſt be pacified, aud that cannor be till 
Juſtice is ſatisfied, and how ſhail any meer finite 
Creature, fatisfie Infinite-oftended- Juſtice ? Tears, 
Prayers, Reformation, cannot fatisfie God, fo thar 
as all other Creatures cannot give relief unto thee, 
ſo thou thy felf canſt noc help thy lelf, Then, 


HI. By ſerious thoughts dwell voz thy own or - 
tality, and on the conſideration of Fudzment, Hea- 
ven and Hcl. Ponder upon the cerraincy, and tne 
nearneſs of approaching Death z thou mighteſt dye 


this Year before the next ; this Week, this Day, 
N 3 this 
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tis Hour, before the next; and ſay, Oh what will 
become of me then ? Where ſhall I be then? What 
ſnall I do? Nay, What ſhall I ſuffer then? An 
1 under the Curſe, and Degth at my back? Is Ged 
angry with me, and Death at my heels ? Have I 
no Title to Heaven, no Reaſon to hope for it, and 
yer do not know how ſoon Death \ might come 
Am T in- aanger of Hill, and might arop into it 
any aay in the Week, any. honr in the Day ? 0h 
woful caſe that T am im! Wrath is over my head 
and Hell is under my fer ; Wrath is ready h 
fall upon me, and I] am in danger of falling into 
Hell! 1 never thought my Heart, for want of love 
had been ſo vad, my danger ſo great, my Soul ſo 
black, my S-If ſo near to Hell Corments! Woe is 
me, that all my Life 1 have loved loathſom Sin! 
A very AMenſter ! Even Sin which is a ProVoca- 
tion to the MajeSty of God, a contradittion to the 
Will of Goa, an oppoſition to the Nature of God 
a rejeftion of the Son of God, a wexation to the 
Spirit of 'Ged, and Damnation to my own Soul; 
ſurely this Love was blind. Oh ! Will God boy 
fuch ſlightings of his Son? Such abuſings of his 
Grace? Such contemning of his Mercy? Woe is me: 
Can [ live without Life! And be ſaved without « 
Saviour ? Oh what ſhall I do? And where muſt I 
beve help * By whom may T be relieved, reſtored, 
«ved ? Oh in this diſtreſs that I am in, if I could 


; 


- 


tur hear of one that could, and would, relieve and 
fave me, of one that could take off the Curſe, and 
make me Bliſſed, that could turn away Gods wrath 
«nd reconcile me unto him ; that would ſave mt 
from Hell, and bring me to Heaven, then ! What 
then diſtrefied Soul ? Ob ther, bir would 1 love. 
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Love ! Yea, with all my Heart, with all my Soul, 
4s ſurely 1 ſhould have cauſe to do. Love him! 
Did I know ſuch a one, his very Name would be 
precious unto my Soul, it ſhould be Engraven on 
my Heart, and I ſhould think I could: never love 
ſuch a owe enough, Saiſt thou ſo, Sinner ? I will 
tell thee there 1s one, and bur one, thar can, and 
that is full,” and fit, and free, to help thee, and 
to ſave and ſuccour thee, in this diſtreſs that thou 
art in, Oh good Sir, what is his Name, that I 
might apply my ſelf unto him, and place all my 
Love upon him ? His Nameis the Lord Feſwus Chriſt, 


Lord Feſus Chriſt | Oh bleſſed Lord, Oh ſweeteſt 
Feſus, Oh loving, lovely Chriit ! Lord Feſus Chriſt ! 
Methinks the ſound of his Name is Melody to mine 
Ears, is Honey to my Taſte, is Light unto mine 
Eyes, a ſweet Perfume of precious Ointment ; it is 
Balm to my wounded Conſcience, it is a reviving 
Cordial to my ſinking Spirit, to my fainting Soul. 
Methinks, now you have told me, his Name runs 
in my Mind, I love to have it (with love and 
reverence) wn my Aouth, and upon my Tongue. 
The Lord Feſus Chriſt will help me ; the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt will ſave me, if 1 love him; if T love 
him that is Lord, and Jeſus, and CiriſtG, Oh if 
the very hearing of bu- Name hath giyen this 
hopes, fain I would know more of him, for ſurely 
the more 1 know of him, the more my Love wall 


| be ſer upon him. Oh that ſome would tell me more 
what he is, and what I might do that might 


love bim ! That's next. 


IV. Get the Knowledge of Chriſt, what he- is, 
and what he will be to thee, and dwell on thoſe 
| N 4 thonghts, 
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thoughts, tull thott fineſt thy heart to glow, to 
burn, to jiame in love ts him, And to this pur. 
pole conlider, 


1. His Namr, Lord, Jeſs, and Chriſt, 

2.. His Kelarzon to God, yet given for Man. 

3. Hisown Excellencres,and undertaking for you, 
a, His Afﬀettion, and what he will be to you, 
5. His Benefirs that he will confer upon you. 


i. The conſideration of his Name hath much in 
it to attract and draw thy Love; for he is, 

I. Lord, Even Lord of Lords, and King of 
Kinge, the Bielied and only Potenrate, 1 Tim. 6, 
15. Heis Lord by vertue of Creation, he. gave 
thee thy Being, brought thee our of Nothing, made 
thee a Man ; he gave thee Underſtanding, Will, 
Actions. Now wilt thou love thy Father, and 
thy Aiother, and uot thy Maker? He is Lord by 
tight of Redemption, when thqu waſt in thy Sin 
worte than Nothing, in Bondage to Satan and Sin, 
he dought thee out wit his own Blood, AF. 20.28. 
by giving his Soul for thine, //a. 53. 10. his Life 
for thine, dt. 20. 28. himielf for thee, 1 Tim.2, 
6, Let the thoughts, how dear he paid for thy 
good, draw thy Love. He is Lord by univerſal 
Furiſdiffion, given by the Father. Mat. 28. 18. 
Al power 15 given unto me in Heavin, and 
Earth. Jeh. 5. 22. The father judgeth no man, 
vur hath committed all judgment to the Son, 
27. And hath given him authority to execnte 
nagiment alſo, becauſe he 1s the Son of man. Joh, 
17.2. 4s thou haſt given him power over all jieſh, 
that he ſlauld.give qiernal lifs ty as many as thos 
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haſt given him. Rom. 14. 9. For this end Chriſt 
both aied, roſe and revived, that he may be Lard 
both of the dead and living. Behold, no Le: like 
this, that hath power to judge and execute, to damn 
and fave; a means this is io beget both fear and 
love. 

2, Feſus, A graciow Name, a Saviour, At. 
I. 21. 7hou ſhalt call his name Feſus, for he ſhall 
ſave his people from their ſm. His very Name tehs 
you, what you mighnr expect by him. Jeſus! A 
gloriorns Name, Phil. 2.9. Wherefore Goa bath high- 
ly exalted him, and given him a name avove every 
nime. TO. That at the name of Feſus every knee 
ſhould bow : all be ſubjeltt unto him. Teſus! A pre- 
cious Name ?! Carr. 1. 3. This Name tis a iweet 
Perfume, more than all precious Oyniments. TFe- 
ſw! A miracuions Name. Abtts 3.6. 12 this name 
the lame have been maae towalk, the blind to ſee, the 
deaf to hear, the gwlty are juſtifie-l, the nollntcd 
are purged, the aliens reconciled, and ſinners ſa- 
ved, 

3. Chrift. Anointed ; Pal: 4 3-=T + God thy Ged 
hath anointed thee with the oyl of gi :dvels abeve thy 
fellows. Ilia. 61.1. The Spirit of the Lord God is 
upon me, becauſethe Lord hath a:.cinted ine to preach 
good tidings [f he hath been anointed ro be 
a Saviour to loſt Sinners, ſhould not rh- thoughts 
of this be an attractive of your love ? 


2. To gain your love to Chriſt, coniider him in 
his relation to the Father, who yer pave him foryoy. 
All Beings have tome relation to God, but none 
near2r to him than Chriſt ; who is God's own Ser, 
and that in a ſenſe beyond all Angels that were the 

Sons 


hdd 
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Sons of God by creation, Job 38. 7. Believers, 
by Adoption, Fohn 1.12. Gal, 3. 26. but Chriſt by 
eternal Generation, Pſ/al. 2.7, Chriſt, God's only 
begotten Son, fuch an one he had but one, and ye 
this only one was given for you. Q where is your 
love? ls not this enough to kindle it in your 
hearts ? Chriſt was God's dear Son, his very Dar: 
ling, his daily delight, Prov. 8, 30. The Son of by 
love, Col. 1. 13. And fhall he not be the Objedt of 
yours? Behold the Son of his love was given, and 
came for the Children of Wrath. And is not he 
ro be beloved upon that account, and for that ve. 
ry reaſon? Do men love the Sons: of Princes, and 
will not you love the Son of God? Do you love 
your own Children, your own Sons and Daugh- 
rers, and will you not love the Son of God ? He 
didnot lay, Father, ſince I am thy Son, why ſhould 1 
ſuffer and aie for thine Enemies ? Father, I amthine 
only Son, and thou haſt not another in Heaven or 
Earth, as Iam; why then ſhould I be crowned with 
Thorns, that Sinners might have a Crown of Glory? 
But this only Son did die for Rebels; the Son of 
God's Bolom, Tay in the Boſom of the Earth. 
Dear Saviour ! Thou art worthy of every man's 
bolom-love. 


3. To attract and draw your Love, conſider 
how wonderful Chriſt is in himſelf, and in his under- 
eakings for you, and then love him with wonderful 
love; for if you ſhould nat love, it would be 
wonderful. 7ja.9.6. Hi name ſhall be called Won- 
derful, 

1. Chriſt was wonderful in his Conception 4nd 
Birth, lia. 7.14. Bebold, a virgin ſhall —_— 
at 
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and bear a ſen, and ſhall call his name Immannel, 
Luke 1. 35- The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come apon thee, and 
the power of the Higheſt ſhall averſhadow thee ;, there- 
fore alſo that holy thing. which ſhall be born of thee, 
ſhall be called the Son of God, Behold, Mary a Mo- 
thez, and yet a Virgin. Wonderful ! Mary that 
bore Zeſw was a Sinner, and yet Feſ#s born of her 
was Without Sin or Spot. fonderful ! 

2, In his Perſon. He was Man, and yet he was 
God; he was God, and yet he was Man, 1 7:7. 
3.16. Wonderful ! 

3. In his [Works and Operations. He healed the 
ck without medicines, he opened the Eyes of a 
man born blind with Clay and Spittle, Johng. 1. 
6. 7. caſt out Devils, with a word did calm the 
raging Sea, Marth. 8. 26, 27. All wonderful ! 

4. In his Death and Paſſion, Matth. 27, 50. Fe- 
ſus when he had cricd again with a loud voice, yielded 
ap the Ghoſt. 51. And bihold the vail of the temple 
Pas rent in twain, from the top to the bottom, and 
the earth did quake, and the rocks rent. 52. And 
the graves were opened, and many bodies of Saints 
which ſlept, aroſe. And before, ver. 45. From the 
ſixth hour there was darkneſs over all the land unto 


| the ninth hour. All wonderful ! 


5- In his Reſurrection, John 10.18. The Dead 
were raifed by him, and he being dead was rail{ed 
by himſelf, Wonderful ! 

6. In his Aſcenſion, As 1.9, 10, 11. The Diſ- 
ciples ſtood gazing and looking, and wonering at. 
his going up to Heaven. 

Now was this wonderful Jeſus, born in ſuch a 
wonderful manner, lived doing Wonders, dyed 
with Wonders, role by a Wonder, and cones 


fully 
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fully aſcended into Glory, and all this for the ſake 
ayd ſalvation of loſt Sinners, if ye will not love 
him, will it not be the Wonder of Angels, of De 
Viis, and all the Creation of God ? Might not An- 
gels wonder at you, and Devils wonder at you, 
and the Saints of God at his coming wonder at 
you? Behold, ſo many of you as will not love 
this wonderful Jefus, ſhall be the Wonder of the 
World ar the laſt day. 

7. Nay yet more, he was the Ancient of Days; 
from all Eterntty, ha 8.58. and 17. 5. Prov, 8, 
22, 31. and yet he b<came a Babe for you. 

8. He was cloathrd wh Hajeſty, Heb. 1. 3. and 
yet for your ſakes did iubject himſelf to greateſt 
Ipnominy, Iſa. 50. 6. 

9. He was eminent for Beauty above all men, 
Pjal. 45. 3. And yet for you his Countenance was 
marred more than any man's, //a. 52. 14. 

\ 10. He was mighty in Power, by his Wprd com- 
manded Devils, fiitied rhe Sea, ſupporteth the 
World, yet for you dyed like a weak man, 

11. He was perleCt in Holineſs, withour ſpot or 
Suile, and yet ftanding in your room was greatly 
accuſed of Blaſphemy. 

12. He was full of Wiſaom, Col. 2.3. yet deri- 
ded and ſaughed to {corn for you. 

13. Heis judge of all the World, and yet for you 
condemned at che Barr of Men, to take away your 
fins, and (if ye would love him) to prevent your 
being condem:i=d at the Barr of God. All this is 
wonderful: £nd yet that ſuch a wonderful Perſon 
__ did fo wondertiiiy condefcend, and after all this 
ſhould not be beicved by you, will be and is won- 
derful ſhame. 
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4. To draw your love to Chriſt, conſider what 
be will be to you. For relation breeds afteTion.. 
The love of Chriſt to you, ſhould beger love in you © 
to Chriſt. What will he be to thee, if chou wilt 
love him ! He will be thy B7:4-9r00m: and thy Hu- 
band, the richeſt Match thac can be offered or mo- 
tion'd to thee. He will be thy Syzepherd, and gather 
thy Soul unto his Fold, and ſave: tpee from the de- 
troying Wolf. He will be thy Redeemer, by price 
to buy thee out of the hands of revenging Juitice, 
and by Power to refcue thee out of the Jaws of che 
roaring Lion. He will be thy Prieſt and Surety to 
pay thy Debr, and reconcile thee unio God. He 
will be thine Advocare to plead thy Caule againſt 
Satan thine Acculer, and will continually appear 
before the Father for thee, 1 Fokn 2.2. He will be 
thy King and Captain, to conquer thine Enemies, 
and trample them under = feer. ls there nothing 
in all thele things t© vein thy Love, co woo and 
win thy heart to this bleſſed Jefus ? How canſt thou 
for ſhame deny him ? Canlt thou go our of this 
place this day, and not plight him thy trath ? nor 
give him thy love? Oh tay, this is he whom I 


| will love ? 


5- Moreover, let this powerfu'ly draw thy love 
to Chriſt, what benefits thou mayſt have by him, 1n 


| relpect of deliverance from evil, he would then ym 


liver thee from the g#:/t and power of ſz, Matth, 1. 
21. from the ryranny of Satan, Luke 11.22. Heb. 
2. 14. from the Curſe of the Law, Gal. 4.4. from 
the Wrath to come, 1 Thell. 1.10. Rom. 5. 10. and 
from the /fing of Death and Damnation of Hell, 
I Cor. 
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1 Cor. 15-54, 55, 56. inreipect of the collation of 
good ;, he will reconcile thee unto God, and bring 
thee into the Adoption of Children; purge thy 
Heart, juſtifie thy Perſon, procure audience of tly 
Prayers, ſtand by thee at Death, and ſave thee far 
ever. 
Now poor Sinner ! what doſt rhou think of this 
Lord Jeltus Chriſt, that makes a motion for thy 
affection ? Tell me, as before God, would not thy 
love be better beſtowed upon this Chriſt, than upon 
tne World and Sin? Thou dareſt lay no otherwile 
with thy mouth, Oh fay to allo unfeignedly in 
thy heart; and pive it him as thou ſ{ayſt, and [ have 
my end of preaching this lovely Jeſus to thee, and 
Chriſt will have the end of his dying for thee, and 
thou wilt have that good by hearing, which was 
not in thy heartto aim at when thou cameſt within 
theſe doors; that camelt a lighter of Chriſt, and 
goeſt away a lover of Chriit; that cameſt from 
thy houle ro this with an heart cleaving in love un. 
to the World and Sin, bur recurneſt from this unto 
thy own, with the love of fin turn'd our, and 
with the love of Chriſt entred into thy heart, wil 
make thee ſay, O bleſſed change ! How much is this 
new love better than my old ! O blefſed Word, that 
it ever ſounded in my ears, and God brought it to 
my heart! O bleſſed day ! the day of days ! the beſt 
day I ever had! This day ſhall be recorded by 
me, for this day Chriſt and I did fall in love, Some 
come to a Sermon, and by their wandring eyes 
and roving filthy hearcs fall in love with a Cres 
tare, but [ came, I confels I know not why zo 
how , and God hath been in mercy plealed to 
change my heart and love, which is the beſt _ 
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[ ever made; for this is the ſweeteſt love ] ever 


found. - But ir may be this is not yer the happy 
Caſe of ſome others, thereto to fuch I add, 


V. When thou haſt got this knowledge of Chriſt, 
willingly entertain him, and heartily reeerve him as 
offered in the Goſpel, and reſign thy je/f to him; and 
when he hath propriety in thee, and thou in him, 
love will arile in thy heart ro him. Faith is the 
Root, and Love is the Flower that groweth upon 
it; and Faith thus implanted will quickly work by 
love, Gal. 6.5. When by Faith he is thy Chriſt, 
and thy Lord and Saviour, he will certainly be the 
beloved of thy Soul. The. Foundation .of Love is 
laid in the relation to the perton that is the object 
of love, and propriety and intereſt doth beget it ; 
you tove that which is your own, becauſe it is your 
own. Your Children, your Wife, your Husband, 
above all others. And yoy will love Chrift, when 
once by Faith he is your own. Cart. 2.16. [ am 
my beloveds, and my beloved is mine. Then all other 
things, which now are highly valued by you, will 
be accounted as drois. Phil. 3. 8. Yea doubtleſs, 
and I count all things but droſs in compariſon of the 
—_— of the knowledre of Chriſk TFeſus. my 
Lora. 


VI. Pray much to God to work this Love in your 
hearts to Chriſt ; it is the Fruir of the Spirit, and 
wrought by him. Iris your Duty, but it is God's 
Gift ; it is your AF, bur it 1s God's Work. Eph.6. 
23. Peace be -to the brethren, and love with faith 
from God the Father, and the Lord Feſus Chris. 
Not only Peace is from God, that is the God of 
Peace, 
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Peace, and Faith from him the Worker of it, but 
Lowe 1s from God that is the God of Love. Love 
to Chriſt muſt be had from God aad Chriſt, or you 
will never have it. For this the Apoſtle prayed for 
otners,. 2 Theſſ. 3.5. And the Lord dire your hearts 
rnto the love of Cod, and into the patient waiting for 
Cr:5e ; And you may be the more encouraged to 
as for this, becauſe fuch a Perition #5 pleaſing to 
Gcd, that you beg an heart tolove his Son, rather 
than for Riches, and Honours, and length of Life 
in this world, asin that of Solomon's, in asKing for 
Wildom, 1 Ks 3.9, 10. And in your praying 
be earniſt for love ro Chriſt, more than for your 
Life;' for love to him will be to. you everlaſting 
Life; and take that Promiſe and turn it into a 
Prayer, and then moſt like to be effeCtual, Deut, 
30.6. And the Lord thy God will circumciſe thine 
hcart, and the hcart of thy ſeed to love the Lord 
thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy ſoul, 
e :at then mayſt live. 


VII. In;prove the Principle of ſelf-love to the pro 
moting of love to Feſns Christ ; and fay, Do notl 
love my ſelf? Have | not fo much love ro my own 
Soul, as to with it well for ever? Would I have 
my elf miterable and accurſed for ever? If I be 
ſick, do not | love my lelt ſo far as to deſire 
health? If in pain, to deſire eale ? If in want, to 
ſeek ſupply ? And 1s there any way for me to pro- 
cure $00d, everlaſting good, but by Jeſus Chriſt ? 
I might love my {elif, to pleafe my 1elf in finful de- 
lights, to deſtroy my {elf and damn my ſelf, with- 
out loving of Chriſt : Bat ſuch Self-lovs at laſt 


will prove Self-hatrcd ; and 1s that the bet _ [ 
ave 


have fot 
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have for my ſelf? Surely if 1 love not Chriſt, 1 
hace my felf. 


VIII. Make uſe of the ſenſe of natural and friend- 
ly Love to 7aiſe in thee Love to Feſus Chriſt, Thou 
haſt tome experience of the {weetnefs and delighr 
there is in loving of a Friend, Oh then what will 
be the delight of love to Chriſt ! "Thou feeleft what 
itis to love thy Parents, to love tay Children, thy 
Wife, thy Husband ; if thou meeteſt with trou- 
bles, Love doth make them light. Is there to 
much 1{weetneſs in the love of a Creature, and will 
there not be much more in the love of the Savioxr ? 
If the Streams be 1{weet, is not the Fountain much 
more ? [ have faund comfort and plealure in the 
love of Relations, I will now try what is to be 
found inlove to Chriſt the Lord. | 


IX. Improve the vanity 4nd vexation of the Crea- 
thre, and all thy diſappointments and afflictions, to 
raiſe and promote in thee the love of Chriſt, Thou 
haſt ler out thy love upon the world, how hath ir 
proved ? and what hath ir afforded thee ? Halt thou 
-not found it to be a weariſlom empcy world ? A 
, world of Care, and Grief, and Pain ? Thou haft 
looked for Eaſe, and behold Trouble ; for Content, 
and behold Yexation ; for Satisfattion, and behold 
Emptineſs; and is this a World to be loved more 
than Chriſt? Is not its Sweetneſs, ſowre ? Is 
Mirth, Sorrow ? Irs Riches, poor ? Oh then | mult 
love Chriſt, or have nothing to love, but Vanity 
and Deceir. 

When by the Word this Love is not wrought, 
God might effe&t ir by thzRod, When thou watt 

(®/ 
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deaf to all 1-fruftions, God can open thy Ear and 
Heart by ſome .4f/i&on, and ſhake thee over the 
grave, if thereby he might ſhake the love of the 
World and Sin out of thy Hearr ; and by threat. 
ning thee by ſickneſs, that thou ſhalr have no lon- 
ger room in the World, make room for the love 
of Chriſt in thy Heart; and by threatning to ſepa- 
rate thy Sou! and Body, he might part thy Soul and 
the love of fin. By ſome ſicknets he brings thee 
to the brink of the Grave, and bids thee look 
where thou muſt lodge ; and then to the border 
of Hell, and bids thee look where thou mult lie, 
ff thou wilr not hearken to his Son. He lays thee 
on thy weary Bed, and ſhews thee a ſight of ano- 
ther World, and thy nzarnels to it, and doth threat- 
' ena Divorce of Soul and Body, that thou mighte 

be willing thy fin might be divorced from thy Soul, 
that thy Gel mich love, and be married to his Son; 
of which ſome have had tuch good experience, tha 
they can ſay, This was healthful ſickneſs, recovering 
weaizneſs. The view of Death, the means of Lowe 
, and Life. If I had not been ſick, I had not bee 
well; if God bad not ſhewn me Death, I had nevr 
ſeen Life : If I had not been filled with theſe fears, 
Thad pa5t my days without hope ;, if 1 had not bem 
brought into theſe ſtraits, I had never been ſet at 
berty; If I had not been poor, 1 had never bem 
rich ; if I had not been empty, 1 had never been 
filled ; if I had not been driven to feed on husks, | 
had never been feaſted in my Father's Houſe ; if Thad 
not fund bitterneſs in the love of the Creature, 
bad never taſted the ſweetneſs of the Love i 
Chriſt. | 
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XR. Improve all the mereics thou receiveſt from 
God, and look upen then as Love-tokens ſent to gain 
thy love. Love-tokens often take our love ; and 
juch ſftxnr Gifts are very XKherorical. The Cloaths 
upon thy back, thy Meat and Drink, thy Bcd, thy 
Health, thy eaſe from Pain, beipeak the Love of 
thy Hearr for Chriſt. By ſin thou haft deterved 
thou ſhould have no Bread co put into thy mouth, 
thac Sleep ſhould depart from thine Eyes ; thy Bed 
ſhould be filled with Thorns, thy Budy with Dit- 
eaſes, thy Conſcience with Horrour, thy. Hezrt 
with Fears, thy Soul with Sorrows, thy Life with 
Bitterneſs, but Chriit hath bought good things ior 
thee by his Blood, and hath given them to thee 
from his Bounty ; and by ali thele he pleads wich 
thee, that thou woulaſt not deny thy love to him, 
chat is to kind to thee, 

Nay, thy very being on God's Earth, thy breath- 
ing in his Air, thatthy Body is above ground, and 
thy Soul on this ſide Hell; thar thou arr nor filenc 
among the dead, nor crying out among the.dam- 
ned, is a- great Love-token indeed. For Juftice 
would have cur thee down long fiice, Sin chele 20, 
40, 60 years hath cried to Heaven that then may'it 
be pack'd to Hell; Devils have long dcfired the 
day of thy death, hoping it will prove the day of 
thy damnation; bur this hath heen Chriit's love 
to thee, to beg for thee longer time, evenrime un- 
to this day ; but for how much longer he might ask 
on thy behalf, is more than is kaownto thee or me, 
or any man. 

And is not love in Chriſt the caule of all this 
good to thee ? And ſhould not Love 1a thee to 

Q 2 Chriſt 
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Chriſt be the fruit ard return of all this good from 
Chriſt to thee ? As the goodneſs and long -ſuffering 


of God ſhould lead us to repentance for fin, ſo alſo 


love unto his Son. Doth not the kindneis of a man 
ſhewn to another beger love from him that receives 
it, to him that doth confer it? And ſhall not the 
kindneſs, God for Chriſt's fake hath ſhewn to thee, 
far ſurpaſſing the kindnels of men, allure and 
draw thy love to him ? Doſt thon ask, What hal 
I return to Chriſt, that died to fatisfie God's Jy- 
ſtice, to makeSalvation poſſible to me ? I anſwer, 
Love. And what, for the renders of mercy, and 
the offers of Grace made to me? I anſwer, Love, 
And what muſt I return for h# patient bearing with 
me, that I am not dead and damned ? | anſwer, 
Love, Love, Love. And what muſt I return to 
Chriſt for my hopes of Heaven, or eternal happineſs? 
Or if I have not well-grounded actual hope, that 
yet I am not paſt hope, but live in hope, that by 
the uſe of means I may have a lively hope of an 
incorruptible Crown ? I anſwer ſtill, Zove. Un- 


feigned Love, ſincere and hearty Love. $0 love, 
and then hope; love ſtrongly, and then thy hope 
will be lively. Love him thus, and then in the 
next and laſt Uſe l will tell thee what comfort and 
joy this loye may bring into thy heart. 
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Tea Springs of Spiritual C omfort {owing znto 
the Hearts of the Lovers of Chriſ}, 


Ovest thou the Lord Feſus ! Bleſſed Soul ! Lowjt 
thou Chriſt ? Happy Man! Loveſt thor him 
that is Lorf, and Teſrs, and Chriſt ? Joy in thy 
Love. For great is the difference between the 
Lovers of Pleaſures and the Levers of Chriſt ; be- 
twixt the Lovers of the World, and the Lovers of 


! IChriſt ; berwixt the Lovers of Sir, and the Lovers 


jof Chr:57 - For the Lovers of Pleaſurcs {hall be 
filed with pain, when their Pleafures are gone ; but 
[ſo ſhall not the Lovers of Chriſt, for.their eternal 
Love to Chriſt, will be eternal Pleaſure to 
them. 

2, The Lovers of the IWorld ſhall lofe all they 
flove 3 thoughthey do not love to lole, yer they 


{ſhall certainly loſe all they love ; bat fo ſhal] nor the 


Lovers of Chriſt ; for they love and long to ſee 
him; and in ſeeing him for ever, ſhall have and 
love him for ever. 
3. The Lovers of Sia ſhall be condemned for 
their Love, muſt to their Lodgings in Hell, where 
Love isa firanger ;- bur to ſhall nor the Lovers of 
Chriſt, but ſhall be taken up to their Manſions in 
Heaven, and ſhall dwell i» Light,and Life, and Love 
forever, Where Light ſhall be the Life of Love; 
Q 3 and 
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and their Life ſhall be the Love of Liohr, and Love 
ſhall ſhine and fpartle in Light and Life for ever. 
more. Now we believe, bur do vor fee Chriſt, 
nor ever have, for we rnatk by faith and nut by 
fight; though we have not teen him, yer believing 
we love him ; believing and loving without tecing 
brings rejoycing, anip=akable and full of Glory, 
Oh what wili that Joy then be, when believing ſhal 


be turned into ſecia;, when we ſhall nor believe ant. 


leve, bat ſcc and love! That Joy that now pro- 
ceeds from Believing and Loving is unſpeakable, but 
that Joy that ſhall flow from Seeing and Loving is 


unconceivabie. 1Pet. 1.18. [Vhom having not ſee | 
ye love, in whem though now ye ſee him not, yet br- | 


licving, ye rejoyce with joy unſpeakable and full of 
glory. 

| promiſed to ſhew you the Comfort, the Blei- 
ſings, the Joy tnat Love ro Chriſt will bring unto 
you; buc i coniets plainly I am poſed. Ir is above 
my ſhallow underſtanding; here is a Depth, 1 can- 
not lound it; here 15 an #{cight, I cannor reach it; 
hcre is a Length and Breadth, 1 cannot compals it, 
AS in thelove of Carift unto the believing Soul, fo 
in the love and joy that proceeds from the love of 


the believing Soul to Chriſt ; The one 7s without | 


zneaſure, the other is above my meaſure. How fhal 
I tpear that which is unlpeakable ? and utter that 
is grutterable? Will ye excuſe me then, if 


THIS 
>» 2114h 4b 


ioole me irom my Promile, when what I did pro- 
miie, I find upon the attempt of performance, 
'tis above my Power ? Or will ye tye me to 00, 
P=Cinis ] pronuied, what I am not able 7 It 1o, 
Wl ye pargon my Weakneſs, wherein 1 ſhall come 


ſhoxt 


I do not what ] did prarnole to do ? And will ye | 
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ſhort, if I tell you a way, whereby ye your ſelves 
ſhall be able to ſupply my defect ? That is, Do ye 
ſo believe and love, that ye might feel nhat I cannot 
ſpcak, and find that by Experience which cannot be 
mtered by Expreſſions; and taſte that in your elves, 
which 1 cannot declare with my Tongue. The 
Tongue 1s the Inſtrament of Taſte, as well as of 
Speech; and if ye would know the ſweetnels of 
Honey, ye might do it better with the rafting of 
your own Tongue, than by the telling of mine. Bur 
yet that ye may fee my Will to arcempt, where 
I want Power, I will-not be alcogether ſilent con- 
cerning thele unſpeakable things : For as we ſhould 


| labour to know the love oi Chriſt to us, which paſ- 


ſeth knowledge, Eph. 3. 19. fo we may endeavour 
to declare things that be unipeakable : To ipeak 
things that be unlpeakable 1s z-poſſible ; bur to 
ſpeak ſomething of, or concerning things unſpeak- 
able, (wherein I muſt acquielce) is feaſible : - Tho' 
I do not undertake to bring you al things {peak- 
able concerning theſe unſpeakable rthings; but theſe 
few follow. h 

I. Love to.Chriſt is an evidence of the ſincerity of 
your Hearts, and of the trath of your Converſion, 


| He that loves the ///orld, is a wor{diy man ; and he 
that loves his Plea{urc moſt, is a voluptuous raan 


and he that loves Chri/t with a predominant Love, is 
a gracious , upright man. Cant, 1. 4. The upright 
Such love ro the ſecond Adam 1s not 


ſtock of the firſt Adam. This love to Chriſt was 
net born with us, but wrought in us when we were 
This new F.ove only 1s in the new 
Creature : Love to Chriſt is an evidence of your 
O 4 Intere;t 
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Intereſt in Chriſt, Such predominant ' Love to the 
Lord Jelus, 10 Spirirual, was never found in an 
Hearr, that 1s only carza! : The Proof therefore 
of this precominant Aﬀection, will be a demon 
ſtration of your Spiricual Renovation, Chriſt ſift 
ing Peter concerning his lincerity after his Fall, when 
ſitred by Satan, enquires after his Love to him, 
fob 21. 15,16,17. Rom. 8. 28. 


I. 47 the Promiſes of the Covenant of Grace ſhall 
be made good to alt thoſe that ſtacerely love the Lord 
Feſus. Theie Promites are many, great, Precious, 
and all jzz.c to rhe Lovers- of Chriſt. God in the 
Covenan: hath. promifed he will be your God ; and 
_ all rasr1s contained in that Promite is nnſ{peakable; 

for it is more, han .hat he will be your Friend, 
your Fathei, or hox1t:ful Benefaftor; or however, 
mor*? is conian<d in thele- 2xplicatory words han] 
am able roexplzin, He! 8. i0. God hath promited 
the parden of fras, Heb. 8.12. That he will j« 
ſtifie us, Ezek. 36. 25. aud rake «way the old Heart, 
4nd give 5 n&v one, the bare ans tony Heart, and 
give a {oft and Jeihy (which 1:4! not be a fleſhly) 
 Hearr, wer. 26. to give his july Spirit, w heip, to 


quicke!:, to guide, to comfort you, »:-. 27. To 
vive per ſevering Grace, Jer. 32. 40. rind ] vil 
"make an ev:riaſting covenans with them, that | ail 
not turn away t,om them, to do them pony: ge I 


will pit my fear 1 in thurt hearts, that they iball 1c: de 


pare from me, If God neither ara aw ny irom 
A fincere People, nor they irom God, their Perie- 

erance is ture, that neither ſhall be. is {ecur2d 
by the Promi'e of God. 
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ſhall be performed. MNeh.1. 5. O Lord Gad of 
Heaven, the great and terrible God, that keepeth Co- 
venant and Mercy for them that love him, and ob- 


ſerve his Commaiidments. The tame words in Dan. 


9.4. there are promiſes to them that love God and 
Chriſt, and chere are promiſes for the performance of 
thoſe promiſes to ſuch, Deut. 7. 9. Know therefore 
that the Lord thy God, he is God, the faithfui God, 
which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love 
him, and keep his commandments. He did, he doih, 
but kow long will he do lo ? To 4 thouſand Genera- 
tions, But what will he do to them that do hate 
him? What? Read and Tremble, ye that are ha- 


| ters of God and Chriſt, Yer. 10. And repayeth 


them that hate him, ts their face, to deitroy them. 
He will not be ſlack, to him that hateth him, he 
will repay him to his face. p 


Hl. Predominant ſincere love to ChriSt, 1s an 
evidence of Gods ſpecial and peculiar Love to you. 
How fain wouldit thou know that God doth love 
thee, and Chriſt doth love thee? Then thou faiſt 
thou ſhouldſt not care, though all the wicked in the 
World ſhould hate thee, and, if I knew that God 
did love me, it would reſolve my Doubts, expell my 
Fears, lighten my Burdens, [wceten wy Mercies; 
make me chearful under the Croſs, be a Cordial to 
me in Sickneſs, and be Life to je in the Gates 
of Death. Canſt thou prove thou loveſt Chriſt ? 
Then I can provethat both God and Chriſt do love 
thee; for thy love to God and Chriit is the fruir 
and effect of Gods and Chriſts love to thee, God 
loveth firſt, or thou hadit never loved at all. God 
loveth us with a preventing Love ; never any pre- 
vented 
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vented God and Chriſt in Love, We love with q 
following Love. Prov. 8.17. TI love them that low 
ae. Joh. 14. 21. He that hath my Command. 
ments, and keeperh them, he it is that loveth me, 
and he that loweth me, ſhall be loved of my Fa. 
ther, and I will love him, 23. Feſus anſwered 
and ſaid unto him, If a man love me, he mill 
heep my words, and my Father will love him—. 


3 Joh. 4. 19. IVe love him, becauſe he firſt lowed 


11s, 

And now what Spiritual Comfort! What Heaven: 
ly Joy ! What Raviſhing Delights ! might a Lover 
of Chriſt take in this, That God and Chriſt is a Lo- 
ver of him, becauſe his Love is ſuch that is above 
all Expreſſion, beyond all Conception, above all Com- 
pariſon f Eph. 3. 18. ay be able to comprehend 
with all Sams, Tghat is the breadth, and length, 
and depth, and height. 19. And to know the love 
of Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge. The proper- 
ties of this Love, will make your Joy to be abun- 
dant, 


2 eatth_G, 


i. Chriſt loveth his Lovers with a free Lowe; | 


ye had motives to love Chriſt, his Beauty, his 
Wiſdom, his Fulneſs : The Neceſſity ye had of him, 
.the Good ye expected by him, were attraCtivesof 
your Love to him ; but what was in you to move 
Chriſt to Love 541, when ye were Deformed, Pol- 
luted, 


6. Aad whea I paſſed by thee, and ſaw thee pol- 
Iutcd in thine own blood, I ſaid unto thee, when 
thou waſt in thy blood, Live: yea, I ſaid unto 
.th:e wien thou wast in thy bloed, Live, 8. Now 
when I paſſed by thee, and looked upon thee, - 
7 
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Sores, and wAatowing in your Blood ? Ezek. 16. | 
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hold thy time (which might have becn the time of 
loathing) was the time of love—As he hath Mercy 
becauie he will have Mercy, !{o he Ll oves becauſe 
he will Love. Dear. 7. 7. The Lord did not ſet 


his love pon you, ror cheoſe you, becauſe ye were 


mere in number than any pwople— 8. But bicauſe 
the Lord lowed you 

2. Chriſt levath his Lovers with a pure Love. 
The Love of molt is Selſh-love, loving others for 
their own ends; and indeed, there was fomething 
ot Self in your loving of Chriir, that ye might be 
Pardoned by him, and Juſtifi-d, and Saved by him. 
Bur w har can Chriſt gain by loving of you ? Whac 
advantage redounds to him Or wiiat profit hath 
he thereby ? 

3. Chriſt loveth his Lovers with an unparalleÞd, 
matchicſs Love. Great was the Love of Jonathan 
and David; great is the Love of render Parents to 
their Children, but Chriſts is grearer than all, Foh, 
15.13. Greater love hath no man than this, That 
a man lay down his life for his friends. 

4. Chriſt loveth his Lovers, wr2 a conſlant, 
abiding Love, for it is eternal and unchangeable, 
The Love of Creatures is ficsle, and wavering. 
love, ſometimes fades and fails, while they live, 
or dyeth with them when they dye; cr when we 
dye, their L ove tous doth allodye : At leaſt, they 
love us not as in that relation, for Death hath nul'd 
that relation. Bur the Love of Chriſt is without 
end; he doth Lrive for ever, and he will Love for 
ever, and neither our Love to him, nor his to us, 
doth dye when we dodye, but after Death we love 
him more than ever, and he doth manifeſt his Love 
to us more than ever. ,Fer. 31. 3. 4 have loved 
thee with an everlaſting love— Iv. 
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IV. Coriſt makes the hearts of his Lovers the 
fear and place of his ſpicial Reſidence, Lovers 
love to dwcil together, and Chriſt hath prepared 
Manſions for us .'.at we might dwell with him here- 
afre; , but Chriſt, through the greatneſs of . his 
Love, beizs impatient of ſo long abience, till we 
.come to bz preſent with him in Heaven, makes our 
Hearcs a Manſion for himlelf, that he might dwell 
with ous on Earth, till we are lodged with him in 
Glory. 769. 14. 23. Feſus anſwered and ſaid un- 
ro him, if a man love me, he will keep my words, 
and ry ſ[ather will love him, and we will come 
nnto kim, aid make our abode with him. Oh 
bleficd Change / 

W hen thou loved not Chriſt, Satan, the World, 
and reigning Sin, ha their abode in thee. Thele 
were the Lodgers in ihy Heart, that had the beſt 
Room. and chiefeit Seat in thine AﬀeCtions : W hile 
thou waiſt in the World, and not in Chriſt, 
the World was in thee, and nor Chriſt. While 
thou waſt in thy Sin, thy Sin was in thee, as 
Lord and Ruler; but now thou haft changed 
thy Love, thou haſt changed not only the Loagers, 
but the Governours and Rylers of thine Heart, for 
now the Father 1s come, and the Soz is come. and 
the Zoly GhoFft is come, and have taken up their 
abode in thee. Wil God dwell in Hearts of Clay ? 
Yes, if Love to him dwell there. 


V. Chrift will manife$t himſelf unto his Lovers: 
He will dilcover his Love, and that in the worſt 
condition ye can be in. While yeare in Proſperity, 
many may manifeſt much Love unto you, bur when 
| ye 
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ye are afifed, diftreſled, and ſtand moſt in need 
: their Help and Love, will wirh-hold it from you. 
Fob I9. 13+ He hath pur 7iy brethren f4 74 ſram Hts 


and mine acquaintance are verily eſtranved from 


me. 14. Ay hinsfolk have fail:d, avd my FP 
liar friends have forgotren me. 15. {icy that 
dwell in my houſe, and iy maids, commit me for 
a ſtranger; 1 am an alien in their ſept. 16. # 


called my ſervant, but he gave me io tuitirs, f 
entreated him with my mouth, 17. vrcath 1s 
range to my wife, though I entreated for rhe chit- 
drens ſake of mine own body. 19. All my uward 
friends abhorred me, and they whom I loved are 
turned again#t me : Buc Chriſt thac dwells in the 
Hearts of iis Lovers, is ro them a Boſom friend, 

that he mates the time of their greateſt Troublcs 
and Diſtreiſzs, to be the time of the dilcoveries 
and manife;tations of his love, 7a. 63. 9. In all 
their afflictions he was afflifted, ana the Agel of 
his preſence ſaved them ; wi his love, ana m his 
pity, he redcemed them, and ve bare them, and 
carried them all the days of old. and it he wich- 
draw, and for a time conceal his love, it 1s to make 
them more earneſt in {ecking after him, and for 
fuller diſcoveries of his love to them alterwards, 

Cant; 3. 1, 2, 3+ 


At, x 


VI. All things ſhall work together, for the good 
of them that love God and Jejts Chriſt : Nothing 
ſhall befall them, bur firſt or lat thatl further them 
in their way to Heaven, and tend to cheir advanrage. 
Many things iecem to 'b= apaizſt you, bur all ſhall 
work for you. If you be in Peabody your Hearr 
ſhall be the more enlarg. 4. If you /ofe the things 
of 
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of the World, your Heart ſhall be the more {et on 
rhetnings of Heaven, If you be ſick and weak'y, 
it ſhail quicxen you, and itir you up to make more 
haſte to get rip2 for Heaven, if you be Poor in 
the Wcrld, it ſhall further your Riches 1n Grace, 
Whatever be the Croſs, it fhall increate the weight 
of your Crown, Rom. 8. 28, And we know that 
all things work tozether for good, to them that love 
God, to them who are the Called according to his 


purpoſc. 


{ 

Vil. Sincere love ro Chriſt, ts a mighty help 
againt Avoſtacy. If a man bea Profeſſor, and a 
Lover of the World, a Profeflor, and a Lover of 
Pleafure, of his own Eale, and Life, more than of 
Chriit, wnen thele come in danger, to keep them, 
he parts wich Chriſt; but he that Toverh Chriſt 
above ail, will part with all, ro cleave to Chrilt. 
Love to Chrift, hath carri2d his people through 
great difhicl:i2s and dangers; out of love to Chriſt, 
they have cortemned the Allurements, and laughed 
at the 4fri2htments of this World, have gone 
through Shame and Reproach, endured Stripes and 
{mprijonments, Bonds and Borddce, and Death it 
felf. Rom. 8. 35. Who ſhall ſeparate us from the 
love of Chrit ? (Whether it be underſtood Active- 
ly or Pallively, of the love wherewuth we love 
Chriſt, or the love whereby we are beloved by 
Chriſt, is not material, for concerning both we 
might ask) Sha!l 7ribulation, or Diibreſs, or Per- 
ſecution, «r Famine, or Nazrdneſs, or Peril, or 
Sword? 37. Nay, in all theſe things (vmeg1uit®u; 
we over-overcome) we are- more than Conquerors, 


throurh him that louzd us. 3S, For I am peſos 
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ded, that neither Death, nor Life, nor Angels, 
nor Principalities, nor Powers, nor things preſent, 
nor things to come. 39. Nor beight, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us 
from the love of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus our 
Lord. If any leave Chriſt, it is for wanc of love ; 
for lo far as love prevails, we ſhall, in preateft 
_ and Sufferings for him, cleave unco 
1N, 


VIIT. The Lovers of Chriſt (hall be always un- 
der his Eye for good : He will be looking ppon 
them, in order to the. ſhewing of Mercy unto 
chem, He looks upon the Lovers of the World, 
and Sin, with an Eye of Obſervation and Indigna- 
tion ; he looks, and rakes notice of their linful love ; 
he looks, and is angry with them for ſuch love , 
but he looks upon his Lovers with an Eye of Com- 
paſſion, to pity, and io tender them. /. P/al. 119. 
132, Look thou upon me, and be merciful unto 
me, as thou nſeft to do unto thoſe that love thy 
Nane. 

God uſeth to do fo, it is his way, . his manner 
and cuſtom of dealing fo, with ſuch as love him ; ir 
is not a ſtrange thing tro God, nor a thing that he 
doth bur now and then, but ic 1s his daily cuitom to: 
look upon his Lovers, and ſhew them Mercy. Pſal. 
145.20. The Lord preſcrv::h all them that love him, 
but the wicked (that do nor love him) will he deſtroy. 


IK. The Lovers of Chriſt h+v: great preparations 
made by God himſelf, fer ther entertainment in the 
other World: For all th: Lovers of the World, and 
Sin and Vanity, is Wrath and Hell prepared, = 

, or 


- 
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for the Lovers of Chriſt, ſuch things as do tranſcend 
the moſt refined Wit to concerve; the moſt eloquem 
Tongue to expreſs, or. the ables Pen to deſcri, 
I Cor. 2. 9. Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entred tiito the heart of man, the things which 
Got 14th prepared for themthat love him. 

1. The Eye of Man hath feen admirable things, 
Coaſts of Pearl, Golden Mines, ſtately Monu- 
ments, Kinply Palaces, coftly Raiments, but never 
Eye hath teen fuch chings as God hath prepared for 
them that love him. © 

2. The Ear hath heard of more than the Eye 
hath feen, and many hear of the joys of Heaven 
whote Eyes ſha!) never lee them. 

3. The Heart of Man can conceive more than 
the Eye hath ſeen, or the Ear hath heard; it car 
imagine all Pebles to ve Pearls, all the Earth to bea 
ſilver Heap, theSea tobe liquid Gold, the Air tranſ. 
parent Chiyſtal, every Star to be a Sun: And if al 
theſe were io, they would be bucas a Sand toa 
Mountain, a Beam to the Sun, a Drop to the 
Ocean, a Grain to a Golden Mine, compared wh 
the things that are prepared for ſuch as love God 
and Chriit,. for thoie things are {o great, they cannot 
be meaſured, lo many, they cannot be numbred, 
ſo precious, they cannot be valued, fo long and laj- 
ing, they will never be ended; fhey exceed out 
Faith, they are beyond our Hope, above our Dt 
fires, they mightbe poſſeſſed hereafter, but they can- 
not be comprehended here, becaule, - _ 

For Sublimity, they are Incomprehenſible, fot 
Tranſcendency Inexplicable, for Glory Unutterable, 


for Sweetne(s Unconceiveable, for Syreneſs Unqueſtio 


able, for Fulneſs Unmcaſurabic, for Firmneſs Ut 
Oo ; 4 
moveable, for La#tinmeſs Vnchanrneable, 1, For 
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1. For God hath prepared and promiſed ſuch as 
_ lovehim, 4 Kingdom, Jam: 2. 5. Hearken my belo- 
ved brethren, hath not God choſen rhe-poor of this 
world, rich in faith, aud kheurs of the Kingdom, which 
he hath promiſed to them that love him ? A Kingdom 
is the top of Worldly Honour, and when thole that 
love Chriſt ſhall be in Heaven, rhey ſhall be in their 
Kingdom, far ſurpaſſing all other Kingdoms, for it 
is the Kingdom of God, Mar. 6. 33. 1 Cor.6.9, 10. 
others are but the Kingdoms of Men : Theirs is the 
King dom of Heaven, others, the beſt, but the King- 
doms of this World, 2 Tim. 4.18. Theirs is an 
everlaſting Kingdom, 2 Pet. 1. 11. others, in their 
greateſt flouriſhing, are near to m:rherino, and that 

which laſteth longeſt will have an end. 

2, God hath prepared for his Lovers a Crown of 
Life. Jam. r. i2. Bleſſed :s the man that endureth 
temptation, for when he 1s tried, he ſhail recerve the 
crown of life, which the Lord hath promiſed to them 
that love him, A crown of glory, 1 Pet. 5.4, A 
crown of righteouſneſs, 2 Tim. 4. 8. Henceforth there 
is laid up for me 4 crown of righteouſneſs, which the 
Lord the righteous judge ſhall give me at that day ; 
and wot to ze only, but unto all them alſo that love his 
appearing. 

3. Such as have ſincere Love, have [ively hope of 
an Inheritance ;, all Chwoſt-lovers are Heirs, and their 
Inheritance is [zcorruptible, no end of ir, and they 
live to enjoy it for ever. It is Vndefiled, no {pot 
nor ſtain in it ; no Sin nor Sorrow, no Grief nor 
Groans, no Troubles nor Terrors, to moleſt and 
diſquier them. Ir faderh not, it is always in the 
Flower ; it doth always bloſſom, there is Summer 


without Winter, Spring without Autumn, Ir 7s 
P ſafe 
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ſafe in it ſelf, it 7s reſerved ina fure Hand, in Gods 
own keeping, It is ſure to us, we are kept by the 
power of God, the Inheritance isreferved for us ; we 
are preſerved by God, that no force, nor fraud, 
ſhall make his ſincere Lovers come ſhort of it. | 
is in Heaven : The place where an Inheritance doth 
lye, addeth to the valuation of it; no place like 
Heaven, no Inheritance like that which lyes in 
Heaven. 

4. God hath prepared Glory for the Lovers of hi; 
Son ; Glory that now is a Myſtery, and is to bere- 
vealed, Rom. 8.18. Eternal glory, 1 Pet. 5, 10, 
Eternal weight of glory, 2 Cor. 4. 17. 


RX. The Grace of God ſhall be with the ſincere Ly. 
vers of Chriſt. Grace ſignifies ſometimes the favour 
of God, and ſometimes the good things thatdo 
proceed from his Grace and Favour ; {1o that both 
the good will and kindneſs of God, and all manner 
of good that is the Fruit of Gods ſpecial favour, 
neceſſary to the life of Grace, and Glory, ſhall be 
to the Lovers of Chriſt. Eph. 6. 24. Grace be with 
all them that love our Lord Feſus Chriſt in ſincerity. 
Amen. 


4 
C H A Þ® XIV. 
The CONCLUSION. 


” & ND now (beloved Hearers) what is the iſſue 
"A of all thar I have ſaid, and ye have hears, 
upon this Subje&t ? Have I gained any of yourlove 
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to Chriſt ? Or are ye ſtill in love with the Ho-1d, 
and Pleaſures, and Profits, and Honours, thereof ? 
Are ye in love with $2 and Self, more than with 
Chriſt, after all the Arguments and Pleadings of 
Grace and Mercy for your Hearts, and hearty Love, 
to be placed on the blefled Son of the moſt blefſ=d 
God ? Did ye love Sin, and wl! ye love ir ſtill ? Did 
ye love the {/orld, and will ye do fo ſtill 2 Did ye 
not love Chriſt, and do yenot yet, and will ye nor ? 
Is this the aniwer I muſt return to him that ſent me ? 
Lord, I cannot gain their love unto thy Son ; fain 
I would, bur 1 cannot. I have asked them ia thy 
Name, but they will not. I have ſtudied for this 
purpoſe, and Prayed and Preached for this purpoſe, 
but I have ſtulied in vain, and my Labour with /o 
many is loſt Labour. I have delivered my Mel- 
fage, but they wiilnot hearken. | have entreated 
for their Love, not for my Self, but for thy Son, 
but many will not conſent. Whny, Sirs! Did 1 
find you full of Love to S-If, ani Sin, ard World, 
and after all, muſt I l-ave you io? I found you 
void of the Love of Chriſt, and maſt I leave you 
ſo? Why then did [ Preach, and why did ye Hear ? 
Did ye come day after day re!olveJ, Say what [ 
could, ye would do wiar ye lift ? Shall that bleſſed 
Jeſus, that hath heen ſet forth before you, be ſtill 
thas deſpiſed, and fer at nanght by you ? Did I find 
the Anathema upon you, and mult I leave it upon 
you, till Maranatha? What it God ſhould tay, 
he that afrer all thele Errreaties, Calls, Invitations, 
to love Ciriit, yet loveth the World, Le: him love 
the World ; and he that Joveth Sin, Let him love his 
Sin, Let himlove his Pleaſures, Lot hin love what 
he will, ſince he will nat be per[waded to love whom he 

P 2 ſhould ? 
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oſbuld ?! Oh dreadful Curſe ! Oh heavy Wrath! 
Oh tad preſage of the Curſe, that ſhall fall upon ſuch 
Souls waen Chriſt ſhall come, and after thar, lye 
and abide upon them for ever ! 

Speak therefore in thy Hearc, S:nner, and return 
thine Anlwer, for it may be this might be to thee 
the laſt time of Asking ; Wilt thou give Chriſt thy 
Love, or wilt thoa not ? Thy fincere, not thy pre. 
tended Love ? Wilt thou conlent and promile, be. 
fore thou ſtirreſt out of this place, to love Chriſt 
.zore than all, beyond all, and above all ? Or wilt 
thou deny him ſuch love, and keep irc for, and 
place ir ſtill upon thy old beloved ſinful ObjeQts ? 
Sayſt thou ſo ? What, muſt I, to my Sorrow, and 
thy I/oe, as to thee, end as I did begin ? I had ho. 
ped 1 might have bid thee joy of thy new Love, and 
matchleis March, in thy conlenting to Love, and 
accepr of this Bleſſed Jeſus for thy Lord and Hus- 
band ; but if chou wilc nor, I muſt fay what I would 
not. Lord, ] am loth to ſay it, but it is what thou 
dot ſay, and I cannot alter it ;, yer, if I muſt ſay 
it, let ir, be with a pained, and a ſorrowful Heart, 
and as my Moura ſhall drop the Werd, ler mine 
Eyes drop ſo many Tears, whilſt at thy command 
| muſt pronounce, If ary man love not the Lord Fe- 
ſus Chritt, let him be Anathema Maranatha. | 

But muſt this be the Sentence I muſt leave upon 
you all, that ar the beginning of this Text had no 
love to Jelus Chriſt ? Whar, is there nor one amongſt 
you ail thar can lay, Before 1 did love my Pleaſures, 
but now 1 love Chriſt ? 1 did love my Sin, but now! 
love my Lord and Saviour ? My love 15 turned ito 

another Channel ? I have found another objeft for my 
love ? I would nat for a thouſand Worlds have dicd 
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before I had ſincere love to Chriſt ? Not © aly oe, 
but many of you, can ſay fo, or elle ye have ba'z- 
ly diſſembled, both with God, and this Congresa- 
tion. Many of you that did not love the Lord [e- 
fus Chriſt, now do, or ye have been wretched Hy- 
pocrites, while ye 'have been Hearers of theſe Ser- 
mons ; for what did ye mean by a/l thoſe Bills that 
ye did give in, day after day, ten.or twenty in a 
day, acknowledging your former Sin, till now, in 
loving other things, and not Chriſt ? Why did ye 
lay, Ye never were convinced of the neceſſity of 
loving Chriſt before ? | beleech you, Why have 
ye {o many, and ſo often, with ſach earneſt Re- 
queſts, even for Feſwus ſake, and as we had any love 
for your Souls, deſire Me, and the Congregation, to 
beg with Importumty, that God would give you ſuch an 
Heart now, that ye might love the-Lord Teſs Chriſt 
in ſmcerity ;, above all, with a Superlative Love, with 
a Predominant Love, with all your Heart, and with 
all your Soul, that you mignt not be Anathema when 
Maranatha ? Were not rnele your own Words? 
Did not the: Congregation hear them Read 2 When 
I reviewed your Papers at Home, did not | find 
theſe Words, and ſuch like, whereby ye aid eR- 
prels the former Condition, andthe preſent Dejires of 
your Souls? Tell me then, were ye in good earneſt, 
or did ye jeſt with God and Men, in defirins Prayers 
that ye might fo love the Lord Jeias? I! lo, r-pent 
of your Hypocriitez lament your double {e3!1:495 3 


bicrerly bewail ſuch curled ID #-montiugs. ye 
were in earneſt, and your Hears, as wo? * . 20r 
Hands, did guide your Pens, 11 V+ + J2- 
lires, and ye have indeed > Ty 
rather, God hath turn. ' I 
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his Son, from the World unto himſelf, I ſhall have 
cauſe to hlets God that I Preached, and ye heard 
what was ſpoken of this ſubject ; then are ye mj 
Toy, and Crown, and Rejuycing, both now, and at thi 
coming of the Lord Fe(us Chriſt, And to you that 
have this love wrought in your Hearts ſo lately, and 
to all the reſt that had like love to him before, I wiſh 
all the Bleſſings that are concained in that Prayer of 
the Apoſtle, with which he concludeth his Epiſtle; 
and 1 this ſubject, Eph. 6.24. Grace be with al 
them that love the Lord Jeſus in ſincerity. Amen, 


The BLESSING, to the Lovers 
of CHRIST. 


ordinarily | was wont, which cauted their Eyes to 
be the more towards me. Then I ſtood up and 


HE Ptaim being Sung, all the People (asi; 


faid, Why ſtand ye gazing? Why are your Eyes | 


ſo incent upon me? What can I ſay more ? What 
more do ye expe{t? The Bleſſing ? What! All of 
you? What! Whether ye love Chriſt or no? 
Alas! If God Curſe, how can I Bleſs ? 1 have day 
afcer day, ſet Life and Death, a Bleiling and a 
Curſ=, bdefor2 you, and muſt it not be with you ac: 
cording to your own Choice? If ye will be bleſt 
indeed, ye mutt love Chriſt; if ye will not love 
Chriſt, th- Curſe, and not a Bleſhag, waiteth for 
vou, though ye here wait for the Bleſſing. If ye 
would not g9 without the pronouncing of the 
BleM 15, from hence to your Homes, love Cn 
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uſual) ſtoodup: I kept my Seat longer tha 


Neceſſary for All. 21g 


oh love Chriſt : Oh at laſt be perſwaded to love 
Chriſt, that ye might not go from Chriſts Par to the 


Flames of Hell (witiout his Bleſſing) for ever. I 


have done for this time and Text, when | have faid 
the Words of my Text, /f any man love not the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, let him be Anathema Maranatha ; 
and let all the People hat dare, (leaſt they ſhould 
wiſh a Curſe npon themſelves) fay Amer. And for 
you that have tet your Heoris on Chriſt above all, 
] beg from the Father of Mercies, that Grace mmighe 
be with all them that love the Lord Teſus Chriſt in 
ſincerity, and let all the People ſay, Amez. 


What lively Countenances, what Aﬀections, what 


| Tears and Cryings, with the Spirits working, were 


cauſed, do not expect thar I ſhould tell, 
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Boos Pronted for, and Sold by Thomg 
Cockeriil, at the Three Legs in th: 
POuitrey. 


< Here 1s now 1n the Preſs, and will ſuddenly he 
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Speculum Theologie in Chriſto : Or a view of ſome 
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may be reatonably reduced from thence. $0. 
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